
National Library of Scotland Digital Maps Tutorial  

This is a free facility. 

 

1. Select ‘Digital Resources’ at the top of the screen. 

 

 

2. Select ‘Map Images’ from the left-hand menu. 

 

 

3. This is the maps homepage.  From here you can access lots of different 

information displayed on a map.  Take some time to explore the ‘Maps of 

Scotland’ and see how cartographers (map makers) have represented Scotland 

over the millennia.  Look at how place names and spellings have changed, the 

positioning of towns is all wrong in places and the shape of Scotland has been 

very different at times but still recognisable. 



 

 

4. Now, we are going to explore specific maps for Lochwinnoch and learn how to 

use the controls and options.  Click on the large ‘Find by Place’ icon. 

 

 

5. This is the screen that you get. 

 



 

6. Highlighted in the screen above is a text box which says “Type a placename”.  

Type in ‘Lochwinnoch’ and a dropdown menu will appear with lots of 

‘Lochwinnoch’ options to choose from.  Select the first option ‘Lochwinnoch’ and 

underneath it says ‘populated place’.  The map will zoom in and look like this. 

 

 

7. I am sure that using this webpage will be quite intuitive to you but, I am going to 

run through the controls and features, just to be sure and I will be using the 

screenshot above.  There are 4 areas we will focus our attention on. 

a. On the left-hand side of the screen, highlighted by the yellow oval, there 

are two dropdown menus labelled “1. Select a category” and “2.  Select a 

map/map series”.  These are auto selected because you searched for 

Lochwinnoch and can be changed but, for now, we will leave them as they 

are. 

b. The middle of the screen is the map area with, the blue and red squares.  

The blue squares are what you will be focusing on. 

c. The right-hand side of the screen shows the available maps for your 

search area.  These map results correspond with the blue squares in the 

middle of the screen. 

 

8. The areas that we are going to focus on are the middle and right-hand sections.  

You have 7 maps to choose from but, be careful which of these search result 

maps you choose.  Some have only small bits of Ayrshire but, no Renfrewshire; 

some have Renfrewshire but not necessarily the places that you want and there 

are some that say they are an Ayrshire map but, have Lochwinnoch on them.  

When you find the map that you think will have Lochwinnoch on it, click on it to 

open it in to a new screen. 

 

9. Your screen should like something like this. 



 

10. Using either the ‘+’ and ‘-‘ or the wheel on the mouse, zoom in to the village and 

try to find places that you are familiar with such as, your home, the school or 

where other family members live.  Also, what places are on the map that you are 

not familiar with?  Can you see any changes in spellings or places that are 

missing? 

 

11. Now, let’s try a different category of map which overlays old maps on to Google 

Maps.  This is helpful in relating the position of buildings and seeing how 

accurate old maps were; it also helps to unlock the past by finding where 

buildings once were.  Go back to the maps homepage, scroll down and select 

‘Georeferenced Maps’.  The screen will look a little different but it functions in the 

same way. 

 

 

12. Again, type Lochwinnoch in to the “Type a placename” field and you will get this: 



 

 

13. The 4 areas we will focus our attention on are highlighted above. 

a. On the left-hand side of the screen, highlighted by the large yellow 

oval, there are two dropdown menus labelled “1. Select a category” 

and “2.  Select a map/map series”.  These are auto selected because 

you searched for Lochwinnoch and can be changed but, for now, we 

will leave them as they are. 

b. The middle of the screen is the map area.  There are no squares this 

time, only the map. 

c. The final area on the left-hand side of the screen shows the “Change 

transparency of overlay” slider.  This is a blue circle on a thin black 

line. 

 

14. Using the map on the screen (the one pictured above), slowly move the 

‘transparency’ slider to the left.  The old map will disappear and the Google Maps 

satellite view will appear.  Did you notice that not all the roads lined up?  Why do 

you think this may be? 

 

15. Now, change the map to the ‘OS Six Inch, 1888-1913’ map and repeat the above 

process of changing the transparency.  What differences did you notice?  Why do 

you think this may be? 

 

16. Now, change the category to ‘Scotland’.  The first thing to notice is the larger 

selection of map that are now available.  Some of these maps are not very useful 

because they do not give much detail, but maps are used for a variety of different 

reasons so they will not all show the same thing or be to the same scale i.e. level 

of detail. 

 

17. Select the map ‘OS 1:1,250/1:2,500, 1944-1969’.  This should be a Lochwinnoch 

which you are familiar with.  The ink is light in colour so you will need to zoom in 



to be able to read any details.  When you now change the transparency, all roads 

and houses should line up with the Google Map. 

 

18. These are likely to be the most useful types of map to use when exploring the 

history of Lochwinnoch and comparing now with then. 

I hope you enjoy exploring maps and discovering the changes that have taken place 

in Lochwinnoch over time. 


