Greenock Cut Visitor Centre

Park for People

Opening Hours
Visitor Centre Café open April – September
Weekends only 1000 – 1500
Ranger Service – daily* 1000 – 1530
Toilets - Open daily* 1000 – 1530
*except Christmas Day and New years day
Please note Rangers may be working off site and
visitor centre may be closed

Address
Greenock Cut Visitor Centre
Cornalees Bridge
Near Inverkip
PA16 9LX
01475 529 543 or email
rangers.cut@clydemuirshiel.co.uk

Scottish Outdoor Access Code
The principals are:
1.
Respect the interests of others
2.
Care for the environment
3.
Take responsibility for your own actions
4.
keep dogs under proper control

Wildlife Watching
On the moorland in springtime, birds to listen for
include Cuckoo and Skylark. Watch out for a
passing bird of prey including Ospreys, Hen
Harriers, Buzzards, Merlins and Kestrels. In summer
and autumn, dragonflies patrol the skies above the
water, also keep an eye out for the smart looking
Dippers diving into the Cut looking for food. The little
island on Loch Thom is a great nesting site for
wading birds and gulls.

Enjoy a healthy family fun day out or exciting
outdoor activities in Scotland's largest Regional
Park. From high heather moors and woodland
glens to freshwater lochs and coastal shores
the Park has something for everyone. Our
friendly Rangers are more than happy to
answer any questions you might have about the
countryside.

Greenock Cut Visitor Centre
Loch Thom Walk

Events & Activities
The Park and our partners host regular events
please pick up a ‘What’s On’ guides or look online
www.clydemuirshiel.co.uk/events
Park Sites:
Castle Semple Centre
tel 01505 842 882
Park HQ in Lochwinnoch is popular for
lochshore and woodland walks, coffee, outdoor
activity courses plus boat and bike hire.
Muirshiel Centre
tel 01505 842 803
near Lochwinnoch provides ‘great remote
feeling country walking’
Lunderston Bay
tel 01475 521 458
between Inverkip and Gourock has a sandy
beach, a coastal walk and toilet facilities.



8.7km / 5.4mile Way Marked
Circular Walk



Fantastic Views



Visitor Centre
tel 01475 529 543
www.clydemuirshiel.co.uk
rangers.cut@clydemuirshiel.co.uk

Loch Thom Walk
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Starting and finishing at our Greenock Cut
Visitor Centre this walk allows visitors to
circumnavigate Loch Thom, the reservoir
which has provided fresh drinking water to
the people of Greenock since 1827.
On tarmac and
gravel path. 2
cattle grids, 5
gates. On the road
for the eastern and
southern sections
of Loch Thom
Way marked red
disc with white
arrow

The Route
Starting at the Greenock Cut
Visitor this walk can be
completed clock wise or anti
clock wise. Route is marked in
ether direction with red
markers.
This information is for the
clock wise route:

8.7km / 5.4
mile

From the visitor centre follow
the tarmac road past the
fishery and up to Loch Thom
Cottages. These cottage were
once the accommodation for
the water board staff.

Allow 2 hrs

1.As you walk up the hill along
the gravel track you’ll see a
sign post pointing to the right
signed Old Largs rd.

Loch Thom
First known as the Great Reservoir or
Little Caspian, it was later renamed in
honour of the engineer who designed the
Greenock Cut, Robert Thom. Constructed
between 1825 and 1827. On completion it
originally contained 8182 million litres of
water, due to increasing demands in 1872
they increased its size to the modern-day
capacity of 11365 million litres of water. It
was once owned by the Shaw Water
Company but is now owned and operated
by Scottish water. Loch Thom and the Cut
are a marvel of Victorian engineering and
while a pipe installed in 1971 made the
Cut obsolete Loch Thom continues to
provide drinking water for Greenock
almost 200 years later!

2. Follow the path down to the
northern end of Loch Thom
and past the pump station,
and continue on track until you
reach the Od Largs road.

3

OS Landranger 63

3. Turn right and follow road
around Loch Thom back to
centre

OS Explorer 341

Points of Interest.
1.
On a fine day, and if you have the time ,it was worth making the effort go to top of Scroggy Bank. To get
there continue up the gravel track after the cottage rather than turning right to the old Largs road. Come
back the way you came to get back onto the Loch Thom walk.
2.
The Island on Loch Thom is a nesting site for a mixture of wading birds and gulls, most commonly
Canada geese, oystercatchers, heron gulls and greater black back gulls.

