Further information
Castle Semple Visitor Centre
Lochwinnoch PA12 4EA | 01505 842 882
RSPB Lochwinnoch Visitor Centre
Lochwinnoch PA12 4JF | 01505 842 663

Discover the

How to find Semple Trail
By bike: NCR7
By train: Stations at Lochwinnoch and Howwood
By Car:
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Several of the historic structures within Castle
Semple estate have recently been restored and
are now accessible.
These include the impressive cascade complex
and its adjacent ice house and cave.
The nearby Category A listed Collegiate Church
dates back to the early 16th century.
View the octagonal Temple from the foot of
Kenmure Hill and discover the grotto which
rests within Parkhill's woodland.
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Sections of the Semple Trail are accessible to
wheelchair users. Please contact the visitor centres
for more information.
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Landscape
Many of the area's features date back to
the 18th and 19th centuries and can still be
appreciated today.
Visitors can walk paths that were once carriage
drives and admire the historic tree plantations.

The Semple Trail offers
visitors of all ages a chance to
discover, learn and have fun.
Picnic on the loch shore, visit an RSPB hide or
climb up to the viewpoints and explore the paths
that loop through the impressive woodland.
The changing landscape provides a variety
of opportunities to uncover the area’s history
and wildlife.
The landscape of Castle Semple has been actively
shaped over the past 500 years.
During that time a series of landowners each made
their mark on the countryside. They adapted and
engineered the landscape, shaping it for pleasure
and for profit.
Today the area is managed as an attractive visitor
destination which is home to an array of exciting
wildlife, habitats and outdoor activities.
The 15km (9mile) Semple Trail links a series
of visitor attractions between the villages of
Lochwinnoch and Howwood. Many are just a
short walk or cycle from the Castle Semple and
RSPB visitor centres. Other parts of the trail can be
explored from links off the NCR7 cycle route and
from Howwood Railway Station.

Seven new and unique viewpoints (see map
overleaf) are located along the trail, each
offering a place to sit and discover important
parts of the area's heritage.

Water
Castle Semple Loch has been central to the
landscape for centuries. It has always been a
place of activity and importance in the lives of
local people. The loch is a focal point for visitors
to enjoy the water sports on offer and the
diverse wildlife it attracts.

Semple Trail
Semple Trail is approximately
15km (9 miles) long.
Along the trail you will encounter
a variety of settings from lochside
and woodland paths to farmland
and quiet country roads.
Please note that there may be
grazing cattle or sheep on the
farm land at any time of year.
Care should always be taken
around farm animals as they
can be unpredictable.
Please keep your dog under
control and take all litter home.
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Lookooteries (viewpoints)
Historic sites:
Temple
Deer Dyke
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