
 

 

 

 
37 Otago Street 
Glasgow G12 8JJ 

Tel:  0141 334 9595 
Fax:  0141 334 7789 

glasgow@landuse.co.uk 

 
 

SOUTH RENFREWSHIRE ACCESS 
NETWORK INITIATIVE  

 
CONSERVATION STATEMENT  

& 
MANAGEMENT PROPOSALS 

 

Prepared for 
 

Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park 
on behalf of 

 
The SRANI Partnership 

by 
Land Use Consultants 

 
 

November 2008 



 

  i 

CONTENTS 
1.  Background to the Conservation Statement ................................... 1 
Scope of the Conservation Statement ...................................................................................................1 
Location.........................................................................................................................................................1 
Conservation Statement Aims .................................................................................................................1 
Limitations.....................................................................................................................................................1 
Ownership of the Conservation Statement..........................................................................................2 
Remainder of the Report ..........................................................................................................................2 

2.  Stakeholder Interests & Consultation............................................... 3 

Introduction..................................................................................................................................................3 
Stakeholder Consultation..........................................................................................................................3 
Public Consultation.....................................................................................................................................3 
Phase 1...........................................................................................................................................................3 
Informal Consultation ................................................................................................................................5 
Phase 2...........................................................................................................................................................5 
Phase 3...........................................................................................................................................................6 
Wider Consultation....................................................................................................................................7 

3.  The History of the Castle Semple Estate ......................................... 9 

Introduction..................................................................................................................................................9 
Early History.................................................................................................................................................9 
Late Medieval Developments....................................................................................................................9 
Early Modern Period................................................................................................................................ 11 
The Era of Improvement ........................................................................................................................ 12 
Dissolution, Drainage and Decline ....................................................................................................... 19 
Reshaping the Estate................................................................................................................................ 24 
Influence on Natural Heritage............................................................................................................... 25 

4.  The Project Area in 2008.................................................................. 27 
Introduction............................................................................................................................................... 27 
Topography and General Layout .......................................................................................................... 27 
Buildings and Structures ......................................................................................................................... 31 
Historic Trees and Planting.................................................................................................................... 33 
Nature Conservation Interest............................................................................................................... 37 
Uses of the Resource .............................................................................................................................. 38 

5.  Assessment of Significance............................................................... 41 
Statement of Significance ........................................................................................................................ 41 
Overview of Significance......................................................................................................................... 42 
Detailed Analysis of Significance ........................................................................................................... 43 
Historical Significance.............................................................................................................................. 43 
Architectural Significance ....................................................................................................................... 50 
Archaeological Significance..................................................................................................................... 59 
Significance in the Wider Landscape.................................................................................................... 60 



 

  ii 

Experiential Significance .......................................................................................................................... 61 
Community Values................................................................................................................................... 65 

6.  Management Issues and Vulnerabilities .......................................... 67 
Introduction............................................................................................................................................... 67 
Condition ................................................................................................................................................... 67 
General ....................................................................................................................................................... 67 
Buildings and Structures ......................................................................................................................... 68 
Designed Landscape Features................................................................................................................ 76 
Trees and Plantings .................................................................................................................................. 77 
Natural Heritage....................................................................................................................................... 78 
Use............................................................................................................................................................... 78 
Discordant Features and Threats to the Heritage ........................................................................... 79 
Constraints ................................................................................................................................................ 80 
Statutory Constraints.............................................................................................................................. 80 
Other Potential Constraints .................................................................................................................. 81 
Gaps in Knowledge .................................................................................................................................. 81 

7.  Policies and Proposals ....................................................................... 83 

A Vision for the Castle Semple Estate................................................................................................. 83 
Philosophy of Conservation................................................................................................................... 83 
Conservation Management, Access and Interpretation Policies ................................................... 84 
The Peel Tower........................................................................................................................................ 85 
The Cascades Complex .......................................................................................................................... 87 
Kenmure Hill ............................................................................................................................................. 91 
Parkhill ........................................................................................................................................................ 93 
Estate Walls ............................................................................................................................................... 95 
Interpretation Options............................................................................................................................ 97 
Outlining Priorities................................................................................................................................... 98 
Other Features Worthy of Attention ............................................................................................... 101 
Possible Environmental Issues ............................................................................................................. 104 
Conclusions & Cost Summary............................................................................................................. 109 

8.  Maintenance Plan ............................................................................ 111 
Introduction............................................................................................................................................. 111 
Monitoring and Inspections.................................................................................................................. 111 
Routine Maintenance Requirements .................................................................................................. 112 
Exceptional Maintenance/Repair Requirement................................................................................ 113 
Maintenance Skills & Method of implementation............................................................................ 113 
Costs and Resources............................................................................................................................. 115 

APPENDIX 1: Site description & condition reports ......................... 117 

APPENDIX 2: Assessment of Significance ......................................... 145 

APPENDIX 3: References .................................................................... 165 



 

  iii 

TABLE OF FIGURES 
 
Figure 1: Location Map v 
Figure 2: Timothy Pont’s map of around 1580 8 
Figure 3: Castle Semple Collegiate Church 8 
Figure 4: Barr Castle 10 
Figure 5: Peel Tower 10 
Figure 6: Blaeu's Map, 1654 - based on Pont's surveys (©NLS) 11 
Figure 7: Castle Semple House, by Thomas Annan 14 
Figure 8: General William Roy's Map of Scotland, 1747-55 (©NLS) 15 
Figure 9: Extract from 1st edition OS 6-inch map 20 
Figure 10: Extract from 1st edition of the Ordnance Survey 6-inch map 20 
Figure 11: Sir Henry Raeburn's portrait of Major James Lee Harvey 21 
Figure 12: Historic sites and features in relation to the access network 27 
Figure 13: Aerial photograph of policy woodlands, showing natural heritage designations 33 
Figure 14: Weekly total path usage, February 2007-July 2008 36 
Figure 15: Comparative seasonal path usage, March 2007 – February 2008 37 
Figure 16: SUSTRANS cycle route usage figures 2007 38 
Figure 17: Heritage designations 48 
Figure 18: Canopy tomb of Lord John Sempill. 49 
Figure 19: Barr Castle from the SUSTRAN cycleway. 50 
Figure 20: Aerial view of cascades complex, showing woodlands and specimen trees 52 
Figure 21: West Lodge and Gates - fine 19th century Gothic Revival features 54 
Figure 22: Ornamental Well 55 
Figure 23: Gate piers 55 
Figure 24: Estate bridges 56 
Figure 25: Annotated view from Parkhill 60 
Figure 26: Parkhill Grotto and pond 60 
Figure 27: Cascades complex, showing varying aspects of character. 61 
Figure 28: Courtshaw Hill. 62 
Figure 29: Views from Kenmure Hill 63 
Figure 30: Condition of historic assets 65 
Figure 31: Peel Tower - showing extent of collapse and vegetation intrusion 66 
Figure 32: Cascades 67 
Figure 33: Entrance to Artificial Cave 68 
Figure 34: Ice-house 68 
Figure 35: Collegiate church 69 
Figure 36: Castle Semple Railway Bridge 69 
Figure 37: Kemure Hill 70 
Figure 38: Parkhill Grotto, showing cement work and vegetation growth 71 
Figure 39: Blackditch Burn: weir for diverting water to cascades 72 
Figure 40: Culvert 72 
Figure 41: Bridges, clockwise from top left: Fancy Bridge; Garthland Bridge; Loch Bridge; 
Calder Bridge 73 
Figure 42: Estate walls - showing priority sections 94 
 



 

  iv 

Figure 1: Location Map 



 

SRANI Conservation Statement November 2008 1 

1. BACKGROUND TO THE CONSERVATION 
STATEMENT 

SCOPE OF THE CONSERVATION STATEMENT 
1.1. This document is a Conservation Statement for the cultural heritage features of the 

Castle Semple Estate.  It has been prepared by Land Use Consultants (LUC) for 
Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park, on behalf of the South Renfrewshire Access Network 
Initiative (SRANI).  SRANI is a partnership between Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park, 
RSPB Scotland, Sustrans, Scottish Natural Heritage, Renfrewshire Council, the 
Lochwinnoch Millennium Events Group (LMEG) and Lochwinnoch and Howwood 
Community Councils.  Its aim is to improve the path network within South 
Renfrewshire, and develop the provision of interpretation of the rich natural and 
cultural heritage within the area. 

1.2. Although this document makes a number of recommendations for conservation, 
access and interpretation measures throughout the former Castle Semple Estate, the 
ultimate decision as to which proposals are taken forward rests with the SRANI 
steering group.  

Location 

1.3. The Castle Semple Estate is located close to Lochwinnoch, Renfrewshire, and 
incorporates a wide range of cultural and natural heritage features (see Figure 1 for 
location plan, facing page). 

Conservation Statement Aims 

1.4. The project brief requires that the Conservation Statement be developed in 
accordance with HLF requirements.  In summary, the defined objectives were: 

• assess the significance of features within the SRANI area; 

• assist in identification of features to be included within interpretive materials; 

• identify and prioritise projects for small scale repair/reinstatement of built 
heritage features; 

• identify where further condition surveys are required; 

• identify priorities for the conservation and enhancement of the heritage assets of 
the area.  

Limitations  

1.5. Castle Semple Estate has, over time, been broken up into a large number of 
component parts.  A number of heritage assets that once formed part of the estate 
are now in private ownership, often forming elements of residential homes or 
curtilages.  Some elements of the cultural heritage of the area have not been included 
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in this Conservation Statement because of their ownership status and resulting access 
constraints.   

1.6. All costings included in the plan are estimates based on outline design proposals and 
typical contractual rates. As such, accurate costs cannot be determined until the 
tender process has been concluded, i.e. following detail design development. 

Ownership of the Conservation Statement 

1.7. The Conservation Statement has been commissioned by the SRANI Steering Group, 
who will be responsible for deciding which – if any – recommendations to take 
forward. The document should therefore be viewed as the groundwork for further 
assessment and selection of options and funding applications. 

Remainder of the Report  

1.8. The remainder of the Conservation Statement is structured as follows: 

2. Stakeholder Interests and Consultation; 

3. The History of the Castle Semple Estate; 

4. The Project Area in 2008; 

5. Assessment of Significance; 

6. Management Issues and Vulnerabilities; 

7. Policies and Proposals; 

8. Maintenance Plan. 
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2. STAKEHOLDER INTERESTS & CONSULTATION 

INTRODUCTION 
2.1. The production of this Conservation Statement has been a consultative process, 

involving stakeholders, experts in local heritage and the community. This took place 
through a combination of one to one discussions with stakeholders and informal 
afternoon and evening ‘drop-in’ consultation events for the general public.  This was 
designed to reach as broad a cross-section of interested parties as possible. 

STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION 
2.2. As noted above, a series of informal discussions were held with key individuals and 

agencies involved in the management and promotion of the heritage assets of the 
Castle Semple Estate. This included representatives from the local authority, Clyde 
Muirshiel Regional Park, the RSPB and local history societies. 

2.3. Further one-to-one consultation was conducted with some property owners on the 
estate to discuss their potential concerns regarding consenting to surveys and the 
implication of expanded access to built heritage. 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
Phase 1 

Approach 

2.4. An initial phase of consultation was conducted after the research phase of the 
project, to present the outline findings of our research. A second key function of this 
consultation was to garner local opinion in relation to the significance of key 
landscapes, monuments and spaces within the estate, and also to determine which 
areas people valued for their cultural or emotional connections. 

2.5. To this end, afternoon and evening ‘drop-in’ sessions were held in the Castle Semple 
Centre on the 21st May 2008. The event was publicised through ‘Chatterbox,’ – a free 
local newsletter – on the community website and through posters placed in strategic 
locations in both villages (e.g. libraries, cafes, pubs and in the Castle Semple Centre 
itself). 

2.6. The timing (2-4pm and 6-8pm) was intended to capitalise on the popularity of the 
Centre with people with small children who make use of the facilities prior to 
collecting older children from school. This time of the day is also very popular with 
older residents of Lochwinnoch, particularly for a coffee after a gentle stroll. The 
evening time slot was intended to give a convenient window of opportunity, after 
office hours and dinner, to include the villages’ sizeable working populations. 

Results 

2.7. Despite the fact that the event was well publicised, turnout was relatively low (15 
individuals). The underlying reasons for these attendance figures are complex. Firstly, 
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the event – clashed with a major televised sporting event (Champion’s League final) 
which is likely to have affected male turnout in particular. Secondly, the fact that the 
event specifically requested that people who felt they could contribute to the 
historical record should come along may have put off those with a general interest, 
rather than specific knowledge. Also the fact that people were not being explicitly 
asked for opinions may have contributed to a low turnout, as research suggests that 
communities are more comfortable expressing personal opinions than contributing 
seemingly esoteric knowledge. 

2.8. This is borne out by the demographic profile of the respondents. People who were 
personally invited by SRANI because of a known personal interest or area of 
expertise were keen to contribute, and were often extremely useful. These 
respondents were also generally older people who had either lived in the area for a 
considerable time, or had previous experience with built heritage. Others attended 
out of professional interest (a retired architect and a professional archaeologist) and 
made similarly useful contributions. A final, smaller, group represented those with 
concerns about the potential effects of any proposals on properties on or adjacent to 
the project area. (While there were essentially no proposals to present at that stage, 
it did open up useful channels of dialogue with property owners, serving to reassure 
them of the SRANI partnership’s aims and intentions). 

2.9. Although relatively few people attended, those who did visit tended to stay for a 
considerable length of time, discussing their knowledge and experience with the 
consultant team and representatives from the SRANI Steering Group. The 
contributions of the members of the community were extremely valuable and the 
amount of time we were able to spend with individuals was far larger than would 
otherwise have been possible. 

2.10. Contributors were invited to annotate maps; indicating sites, areas and views they felt 
were significant and/or should be enhanced. They were also able to record their 
comments on ‘Post-It’ notes affixed to the maps and through informal feedback 
forms. This interactive and participatory exercise was successful in fostering an 
inclusive atmosphere – so much so that one gentleman was moved to retrieve maps 
and plans from his home for the group to consult (relating to drainage work on the 
estate).  

Lessons 

2.11. The experience of the first round of consultation suggested that people were perhaps 
more likely to attend where opinions, rather than factual input, was sought. In this 
respect, it was believed that the second round of public consultation was likely to 
attract larger numbers of participants, given that we would be able to present more 
concrete proposals. For this reason, the afternoon-evening format was retained. 
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Informal Consultation 

2.12. In the interim period between the first and second rounds of formal consultation, 
casual conversations with members of the public (while conducting fieldwork) 
suggested that, while people had a passive interest in built heritage, they saw the 
Castle Semple estate more as a resource for leisure and recreation. This could be 
taken to highlight the need for more extensive access and promotion of the heritage 
assets of the estate to change perceptions of the area – precisely what the SRANI 
project intends to do.  

2.13. These conversations were, in many ways, just as instructive as the more formal 
events. They revealed a latent interest in the historic environment in most users of 
the path network, and a wider curiosity about local heritage that is perhaps currently 
unsatisfied by local provisions. The people encountered were uniformly positive 
about plans to enhance the Castle Semple area, and were often unprompted in 
engaging the surveyors in conversation – although this was often in an attempt to find 
out what the survey team ‘were up to!’ 

Phase 2 

Approach 

2.14. A second round of public consultation, focussing on the options outlined in this 
report was scheduled for the 26th August 2007. Again this event was publicised 
through local structures including the website and newsletter. In addition, key local 
stakeholders (including some owners of historic properties) were informed.  

2.15. As noted above, the format used in the previous round of consultation was retained 
to maximise the potential audience available to attend. It was hoped that the 
availability of more concrete conservation options and the fact that opinions were 
being sought would increase turnout.  

2.16. A rolling PowerPoint presentation was used to highlight the targeted sites, the issues 
involved and the potential for conservation and interpretation work. Large maps and 
summary leaflets were also provided to aid discussion and summarise the options 
being presented. LUC staff and members of the SRANI Partnership were on hand to 
discuss the project and proposals with members of the public. 

Results 

2.17. Again, turnout was relatively low but was comprised of highly interested and 
knowledgeable individuals. This allowed more in-depth exploration of the issues 
involved in the conservation options than may have been possible with a higher 
throughput of people. This was particularly useful for the consultant group, in that we 
were able to take on board concerns, but also allay the fears of people who were 
worried that the estate would lose its character through the ‘restoration’ of features 
and landscapes. 

2.18. Although the need to take great care when promoting the handful of locations and 
sites that are now residential homes had been considered by the SRANI partners 
when writing the brief for the consultants, it was again raised by a small group of 
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concerned residents.  In this respect, the event was a valuable opportunity to 
continue dialogue with property owners and ensure that their views are afforded due 
consideration in the development of interpretation strategies. Maintaining channels of 
communication between stakeholders and the steering group will be vitally important 
as the project evolves and reaches implementation stage. 

Selected quotes: 

“...I hope you keep Parkhill quite ‘wild’ – I wouldn’t want it turning into a 
manicured ‘city park’...” 

 

“...don’t make the Grotto out to be something it’s not – my husband helped to 
rebuild it!” 

 

“The project should highlight the heritage and facilities of the village 
[Lochwinnoch]. We [small businesses] could lose out on potential trade from extra 
visitors attracted to the area...” 

 

“...are you going to do anything about the rhododendrons? They seem to be 
taking over...’ 

 

“...it’d be good if leaflets or something could be provided with more in-depth 
information on each site, so there aren’t lots of ugly boards everywhere...” 

 

“...I had no idea that the water garden thing [cascades] was even there, and I 
walk through Parkhill most weeks...” 

 

“I’d like to see an extra path linking Parkhill Wood with Johnshill – it’d make 
access easier and encourage people into the village. You could make ‘Old 
Simon’ [the surviving gable of the old parish church] and the graveyard part of the 
trail...” 

 

 

Phase 3 

2.19. The final phase of consultation relating to the production of this document involved 
the hosting of the consultation draft – approved and edited by the SRANI partners – 
of the Conservation Statement and a more accessible non-technical summary on the 
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Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park website. A mechanism for community members to 
submit their comments by email was established and contact details for the LUC 
project team were also made available for the duration of a two week consultation 
period. 

2.20. A single written response was received, recording an individual’s view that the 
heritage features of the estate were insufficiently important to warrant costly 
conservation intervention.  

Wider Consultation 

2.21. The four drop-in sessions and informal discussions represent a relatively small part of 
the programme of consultation that has accompanied the progress of the SRANI 
project. Every stage of project development has been subject to extensive 
consultation and input from the community. Previous phases of the project – namely 
path creation and the construction of a new footbridge over the River Calder – have 
been widely praised and would not have been successful without community backing. 
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Figure 2: Timothy Pont’s map of around 1580, showing estate, Peel Tower and Elliston 
Castle (© NLS) 

Figure 3: Castle Semple Collegiate Church 
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3. THE HISTORY OF THE CASTLE SEMPLE ESTATE 

 Introduction 

3.1. The Castle Semple Estate is, in many ways, a perfect microcosm of the processes that 
have shaped the landscapes of lowland Scotland since the medieval period. In addition 
to bearing the physical evidence of these processes, the high quality documentary 
record that accompanies the presence of such illustrious families allows episodes of 
building and landscape design to be tied in to the wider course of events in Scottish 
and world history. 

Early History 

3.2. Although the 1791-2 ‘Old’ Statistical Account of Scotland refers to the discovery of 
‘canoes’ in Castle Semple Loch during drainage operations, and there are a number of 
prominent ancient monuments in the vicinity (most notably Walls Hill Iron Age fort, 
southeast of Howwood), no upstanding prehistoric sites survive on the estate. Given 
the intensive use of the estate lands for agriculture and the extensive settlement 
history of the area, it is unsurprising that such ephemeral sites do not survive. 

3.3. The medieval village of Lochwinnoch developed as a ‘Kirktoun’ around the church 
founded around 1207 as a satellite of Paisley Priory1.  Although nothing survives of 
the medieval structure, it is likely to have been on the same site as the standing gable 
of the later stone-built church partially demolished in 1808. Later development has 
obliterated much of the village’s medieval form, which centred along the road now 
known as Johnshill.  

3.4. Lord John Sempill was granted the charter for the Baronies of Ellistoun (Howwood) 
and Castleton (the site of the original Castle Semple) by King James III in 1474, 
beginning the formal connection of the site with the Sempill family which would last 
for over 250 years.  

Late Medieval Developments 

3.5. The original Castle Semple, most likely a typical Scottish tower-house, was 
constructed at the east end of the loch around 1504. The development of castellated 
architecture was often very fluid and did not conform to a predetermined plan, 
adding extra rooms and defensive features as funds and local politics dictated. By the 
time the county was surveyed by Timothy Pont for his map of Scotland2 (around 
1580), the castle was a very substantial structure of at least four storeys, set in 
extensive parkland on the lochside. The collegiate church (see Figure 3, facing page) 
was founded by Lord John Sempill around the same time as the castle was 
constructed, ensuring the spiritual well-being of the proprietor in this life and the 
next. The college of canons who staffed the church were employed specifically to 
pray for the souls of the laird and his family to ease their passage through purgatory.  

                                            

1 Elevated to Abbey status in 1245 
2 Pont 33 ‘Baronee of Renfrew’ – see facing page 
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3.6. The church was a relatively plain rectangular-plan gothic building, to which a 
polygonal apse was added around 1514 to house the tomb of Lord Sempill, who – 
along with around a third of contemporary Scottish nobility and King James IV – died 
at the battle of Flodden.  

3.7. Warfare played a prominent role in the life of the medieval nobility, but often this 
took the form of localised – although often brutal – feuding with other landed 
families, as well as larger scale international conflicts in which they were obliged to 
participate. The Sempills, as a major medieval family with significant assets, had their 
share of enemies. In response to the threat from raiding by rival groups, notably the 
Cuninghames, Robert the third Lord Sempill built a second tower house, known 
locally as the ‘Peel Tower’3, on an islet in Castle Semple Loch to provide an easily 
defensible refuge in the event of attack. 

3.8. Tower-houses, although effective at repelling opportunistic raiders, were becoming 
obsolete as fortification as artillery grew more effective and more readily available. 
The peel tower itself was besieged and overrun using cannon in 1560. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            

3 A Peel, or Pele, tower is a slightly different class of monument, with which this site should not be confused. 
However, ‘peel’ is a commonly used term for fortifications in Scotland, taken from the medieval French word 
peler meaning palisade.  

Figure 5: Peel Tower Figure 4: Barr Castle 
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3.9. Robert Sempill had been summoned to appear before the Justice General for 
Scotland to answer charges of murder, burning crops and razing settlements during 
the course of feuding linked to the dynastic and religious turmoil of the mid-16th 
century. Rather than give himself up for trial, Sempill fled to the fort of Dunbar, then 
held by France, leaving his son Robert, Master of Sempill, in charge of the garrison. 
After preliminary raids by the Earl of Glencairn, the Earl of Arran (Robert Sempill 
junior’s father-in-law and former Regent of Scotland) constructed causeways out to 
the peel and, under heavy bombardment, forced the garrison to surrender. Despite 
being ‘put to the horn’ (outlawed) for a year, Lord Sempill rapidly recovered his 
position of influence in the Scottish court. 

3.10. The feudal landscape of the Lochwinnoch area survives remarkably well, with 
fortifications of the 15th and 16th century surviving at Barr Castle, Elliston, Woodside 
House, Cochrane Tower and Auchenames Tower – all of which are within 3km of 
the estate boundaries. This gives a strong impression of how densely settled and 
significant Renfrewshire was during the high middle ages4. Pont’s map of 1580 shows a 
relatively cluttered landscape, with a number of large estate centres, villages and 
ecclesiastical sites. 

Early Modern Period 

3.11. Joan Blaeu’s 1654 Atlas of Scotland shows the Castle Semple estate as a substantial 
area of parkland enclosed by a paling, with further unenclosed lands to the west. The 
estate is depicted as being considerably larger than other contemporary landholdings 
in the area, in common with the depiction on Pont’s map (on which the Atlas was 
based.) 

                                            

4 Castle Semple Estate lies on the edge of the densest distribution of castles and tower-houses in Scotland. 

Figure 6: Blaeu's Map, 1654 - based on Pont's surveys (©NLS) 
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3.12. Little remains of the landscape of this period. A network of open fields of rig and 
furrow cultivation would have surrounded small settlements in rural areas, most of 
which have vanished through the combined effects of modern agricultural practices 
and development in and around what would have been small villages. Limited traces 
of these cultivation remains survive, generally in areas which have fallen out of arable 
cultivation and have therefore avoided the rigours of modern mechanised ploughing. 
The aerial photographic record reveals that the remains of these field systems 
survived relatively intact until at least the early 1950’s5. After this period, the 
availability of more effective machinery greatly reduced upstanding rig on the estate. 

3.13. The Ordnance Gazetteer (Groome 1882, 251) records that, in 1680, work 
commenced on partially draining Castle Semple Loch. This marks the beginning of 
more intensive exploitation of the landscape, and the active modification of the 
natural environment through the application of technology – albeit relatively basic. 
The desire to improve the estate and its environment would be a major theme 
throughout the 18th and 19th centuries. General Roy’s map and mid-18th century 
estate plans show the gradual superimposition of enclosures on the earlier pre-
Improvement pattern of open ridged fields.  

The Era of Improvement 

3.14. In 1727 Hugh, the 11th Lord Sempill, sold the Castle Semple estate to William 
Macdowall, the fortunes of the family having declined during the late 17th and early 
18th centuries.  

Hugh had little time to devote to the estate. His career as a professional soldier kept him 
away from Castle Semple for most of his life. His illustrious career led him to command two 
of Scotland’s most famous regiments and fight in the most significant engagements of the 
day.  

In1741 he succeeded Lord Crawford as the commanding officer of the 42nd Regiment of 
Foot (better known as the Black Watch) while serving on the continent. The regiment were 
re-designated ‘Lord Sempill’s Highlanders’ during his command.  

In 1745 he was appointed colonel of the 25th Regiment of Foot (King’s Own Scottish 
Borderers). Again, the regiment was renamed in his honour, as ‘Sempill’s Regiment of Foot’ 
and were recalled to Britain to deal with the emerging Jacobite threat. This culminated in the 
regiment taking its place on the left flank of the Government army at the battle of Culloden.  

Sempill assumed command of the government garrison in Aberdeen after Culloden, but was 
to die a few months later as a result of a botched blood-letting.  

3.15. Although the Macdowalls were originally a landed family from Galloway, Macdowall 
had made his fortune overseas. As the owner of several sugar plantations in the 
Caribbean colonies of St Christopher’s (St Kitts) and Nevis6 and through his marriage 
to Mary Tovey, a sugar heiress, Macdowall amassed considerable wealth, in addition 
to his military status.  

                                            

5 Clearly visible on RAF 106G/UK/1027 26 NOV 45 F20, Frames 4235-4239 held by RCAHMS 
6 Recently acquired from the Spanish empire 
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Association with the Slave Trade 

3.16. The Caribbean sugar industry, and indeed the majority of transatlantic trade in the 
18th and early 19th centuries, was entirely dependent on slaves. In addition to owning 
several hundred slaves on his plantations, Macdowall actively participated in the 
transportation and sale of Africans. He is recorded as selling on 68 newly-arrived 
slaves on St Kitts in 1719 (Graham and Mowat 2003, 32).   

 

In 1772, a legal ruling in the Somerset case – where James Somerset, a runaway slave, 
challenged the right of his former owner to forcibly return him to Jamaica – effectively 
established that the state of slavery did not exist in English law. This judgement emancipated 
between 10-14,000 slaves in England and also ruled that slavery contracted in other 
jurisdictions, including the American colonies, could not be enforced in England.  

In Scotland, a similar ruling was reached in 1777 when Joseph Knight, having read about the 
Somerset case, left his master John Wedderburn. The full panel of the Court of Session, 
including Lord Kames (an important legal and social historian and a prominent figure in the 
Scottish Enlightenment), reached the decision that the state of chattel slavery (where one 
person is directly owned by another) did not exist in Scottish Law. Although Knight was freed, 
he was still legally bound to his master as an indentured apprentice for perpetual servitude. 
The case for Knight was partly prepared by Samuel Johnson and James Boswell, under the 
premise that ‘no man is by nature the property of another’ and that, since there was no 
proof that Knight had voluntary given up his freedom, he should be emancipated.  

While trading in slaves was outlawed in the British Empire in 1807, and the Royal Navy 
deployed to prevent it, slaves could still be held in the colonies. In 1827, Britain declared that 
participation in the slave trade was piracy and therefore punishable by death.  

Slaves were eventually freed in the colonies by Slavery Abolition Act of 1833, although most 
remained bound to their masters through an ‘apprenticeship’ system that was not outlawed 
until 1838. A substantial amount of compensation was paid to plantation owners for their 
loss, while the former slaves received nothing. 

To contextualise 18th century slavery, a system of indentured labour existed in Scotland by 
which workers – particularly miners – were bound to perpetual service in a state of serfdom. 
These Scottish ‘slaves’ were not freed until 1799. 
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Estate Improvements – William Macdowall I 

3.17. The early 18th century was an era of rapid development in science, the arts and social 
thought. Agriculture, as the principal economic driver of the time, was of particular 
interest and the development of new machinery, husbandry and land management 
techniques spread relatively quickly amongst the land-owning classes.  

3.18. Macdowall’s correspondence indicates that, between 1727 and 1730, he contracted 
William Boucher, a landscape improver, to undertake a range of works on the estate. 
In common with the fashions of the day, he laid out a formal garden and fishponds. 
He also undertook the further works to drain the Loch, which is depicted on General 
Roy’s Map of 1747-55 (see Figure 8). John Watt’s estate plans, dating between 1728 
and 1735, show the progress of this work7 (Nisbet, 2007). Indeed, much of 
Macdowall’s motivation for purchasing Castle Semple – as opposed to other 
Renfrewshire estates – was the perceived economic benefit of draining the loch.  

3.19. The 230 year old Castle Semple, despite providing ‘some very good lodgable rooms’ 
(Hamilton of Wishaw, 1709) was somewhat outmoded and not befitting someone of 
Macdowall’s social standing. To this end, he contracted Robert Hunter of Ayr to 
design and build a modern mansion house in the fashionable Palladian style which 
drew heavily on the design of Macdowall’s Shawfield mansion in Glasgow8. The 
original tower-house was demolished to make way, and to provide building materials, 
for the redesigned estate centre. 

                                            

7 Plans in Birmingham City Archives 

Figure 7: Castle Semple House, by Thomas Annan between 1855 & 1887 (©Glasgow City 
Libraries) 
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3.20. These features are depicted on an anonymous estate plan dating between 1754 and 
1767, which shows gardens in front and to the rear of the new Castle Semple House, 
which is set in a polygonal area of parkland enclosed by dense tree planting. The 
estate plan also shows the system of ponds and cascades in the plantation woodlands.

                                                                                                                    

8 Designed by neoclassical pioneer Colen Campbell for Daniel Campbell, a prominent slave trader, early 
financier and MP. Shawfield was burnt by an angry mob in 1725, but was purchased and refurbished by William 
Macdowell in 1726. 
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Barr Loch appears drained 

Contrast the appearance of 
the open fields (depicted by 
parallel lines) and the 
enclosures around the Loch 

Figure 8: General William Roy's Map of Scotland, 1747-55 (©NLS) 
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3.21. From the surviving illustrations of Castle Semple House9, it appears to have been a 
fine example of a fashionable neo-classical mansion. However, in 1839, it was 
described as ‘a neat edifice, but not equal to the situation it occupies’ suggesting that the 
house lacked the presence of designs by more accomplished contemporary architects 
(Ramsay 1839). However, as probably the richest commoner in Scotland during the 
mid-18th century, Macdowall is likely to have intended Castle Semple as a country 
retreat in which he would spend a relatively small proportion of the year. 

3.22. The rights and prestige of becoming a member of the landed classes came with 
responsibilities with which Macdowall was not immediately aware.  The heritors of 
Lochwinnoch Parish Church immediately began to press Macdowall to provide a 
bridge across the narrows of Castle Semple Loch, which effectively bisected the 
parish. In response to his initial intransigence, the heritors took him to court and 
extracted the costs for the construction of a timber bridge through the Court of 
Session.  

3.23. Recent research suggests that, on his return to Scotland, Macdowall was shocked to 
discover that he was unable to control his tenants like he had been able to control 
his slaves in the Caribbean (Nisbet 2007). 

William Macdowall II 

3.24. On succeeding his father, the second William Macdowall of Castle Semple pursued a 
more vigorous programme of improvement, introducing a range of modern 
agricultural practices including addressing the frequent flooding of the land 
surrounding the loch and the potential for land reclamation.  

3.25. The Board of Agriculture Survey of Renfrewshire (1812) reveals that, in 1774, 
Macdowall spent around £3000 (around £290,000 in today’s currency10) on 
deepening and canalising the Black Cart Water for a distance of around two miles 
and installing a system of embankments and drains around Barr Loch. This completely 
drained the Barr Loch and reduced Castle Semple Loch to around a fifth of its 
original area. By exposing an additional 250 acres of land in the form the Barr, Peel 
and Aird meadows, the rent revenues of the estate increased considerably.  

3.26. Further developments included the construction of a hothouse in 1776, the 
improvement of the original deer dyke (on Courtshaw Hill), digging additional ponds 
and tree planting11. 

3.27. The anonymous late 18th century estate plan shows a remodelled estate with 
extensive tree planting in dense woods and open parkland with numerous avenues, 
rides and carriage drives, and Crawfurd and Semple’s 1782 account of the house 
records the presence of a bowling green, a hothouse and greenhouses and a grotto – 
all essential features of the late 18th century designed landscape12.  

                                            

9 Engraving by Ramsay and Lizar, 1839; and photograph by Thomas Annan, between 1855 & 1887 
10 Lawrence H. Officer, "Purchasing Power of British Pounds from 1264 to 2007." MeasuringWorth.com, 2008. 
11 Recorded in the 1776 Gardener’s Ledger, held by the National Archives of Scotland GD237/12/49 
12 History of the Shire of Renfrew, Paisley, 1782 
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William Macdowall III 

3.28. Macdowall’s partnerships with other local landowners and entrepreneurs – notably 
Alexander Houston – were instrumental in beginning the industrialisation of 
Renfrewshire. During the 1770’s, their construction of a water-powered limeworks 
at Corseford began the sequence of development of major water-powered industries 
in the area (Nisbet 1999). 

3.29. From the late medieval period, the majority of the population of rural Renfrewshire 
were employed in agriculture, whether as tenant farmers, smallholders or landless 
cottars. For estate owners and labourers alike, the majority of their income came 
from farming. However, the process of industrialisation presented hitherto 
unavailable opportunities for alternative employment, and began to alter the patterns 
of settlement across lowland Scotland. Planned villages, such as Lochwinnoch, were 
founded by early industrialists to provide housing for the new factory workforce. The 
control of water was therefore central to the success of these enterprises and, to 
this end, the third William Macdowall reversed much of his father’s drainage work to 
ensure that Castle Semple Loch provided a suitable head of water for the mills on the 
Black Cart.  

3.30. A weir was constructed on the Black Cart near Elliston to ensure a more consistent 
level in the loch, and the eastern end was substantially deepened, while the spoil was 
used to construct picturesque artificial islands in the main vista from Castle Semple 
House. Macdowall was clearly under considerable pressure to perform these works, 
as he was the subject of litigation proceeding by disgruntled mill owners in Johnstone 
and Linwood because of interruptions to their water supply13.  

3.31. During this period, Macdowall was also engaged in continued improvements to the 
estate, planting numerous trees to enhance the designed landscape and to increase 
the commercial value of the estate (by 1809 the plantations on the estate were the 
largest in the county and were valued at £30,000 – around £1.65 million in 
contemporary currency14). Ainslie’s 1796 map of Renfrewshire shows the estate to 
be heavily afforested, with ornamental radial plantings around the summit of Parkhill 
and the ‘temple’ on Kenmure Hill. The drives and rides through the policy woodlands 
are shown with the sweeping curves made fashionable by contemporary landscape 
pioneers, such as Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown. The Calder Mill and two further mills 
are depicted to the north of Lochwinnoch, along with the Burnfoot Bleachfield. These 
sites, along with the established nature of the planned village, show the extent to 
which the area was restructured by the development of the textile industry.  

3.32. Although Macdowall was still investing in the estate, his financial situation was 
perilous, as Alexander Houston & Co., his main business venture, foundered as a 

                                            

13 ‘Documents (6) in action of molestation and declarator by feuars on south side of Lochwinnoch 
[Renfrewshire] against Col. William McDoual [McDowall] of Castlesemple anent his draining and ditching at 
said loch in alleged contravention of their rights of servitude over it’ National Archives of Scotland 
GD124/6/211 
14Figures quoted in the Board of Agriculture Survey of Renfrewshire 1812, converted using equations 
developed in Lawrence H. Officer, "Purchasing Power of British Pounds from 1264 to 2007." 
MeasuringWorth.com, 2008. 
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result of the impact of the American and French revolutionary wars on transatlantic 
trade and the disastrous results of a slave revolt. The effect of this collapse was so 
severe than an Act of Parliament was passed in 1798 to cushion the blow to 
Glasgow’s economy. The process of liquidation and settling the company accounts 
took over seven years, although all accounts appear to have been paid in full but not 
before all the partners’ assets – including the Castle Semple Estate – had been sold. 
However, Day Hort Macdowall, William’s youngest brother, undertook to buy back 
the estate for £100,000 in 1806 (around £6.3 million in current terms15). Although his 
business interest had remained unaffected by the financial crisis which bankrupted his 
brother, he appears to have seriously over-estimated his own worth and was unable 
to meet the 1809 repayment date. Tragically, he took his own life by drowning 
himself in one of the Castle Semple fishponds. 

Dissolution, Drainage and Decline 
3.33. This latest financial misfortune to befall the Macdowall dynasty led to the estate being 

broken up by Day Hort’s heirs in order to hasten the sale and placate the 
Parliamentary Trustee who had been appointed in 1806 as the receiver for the 
Houston & Co. Assets.  

3.34. In addition to the financial turmoil caused by the misfortunes of the proprietors 
(essentially caused by unforeseeable externalities), the estate was subject to pressure 
from the relentless pace of technological advance in the early 19th century. In 1804, 
Thomas Telford had been contracted to produce plans for the Glasgow to Ardrossan 
Canal. The project, first proposed by the 12th Earl of Eglinton in 1791, was designed 
to connect the industrial centres of Glasgow, Paisley and Johnstone with his newly-
constructed harbour at Ardrossan. Although the scheme was intended to make 
Ardrossan the principal port for Glasgow and the west of Scotland, funds ran out and 
the canal terminated in Johnstone.  However, John Ainslie’s map of 1812, produced 
for the Board of Agriculture survey of Renfrewshire, shows the expected route of 
the canal in the clear expectation that the project would be completed.  

3.35. The Castle Semple portion of the estate was purchased in 1814 by Major John 
Harvey. 

James Adam 

3.36. Despite the pressure of modernity, agriculture was still a major source of income in 
rural Scotland and to this end James Adam, a local solicitor and owner of the 
Burnfoot Bleachfield on the western edge of Lochwinnoch, purchased the Barr Estate 
and set about implementing an ambitious drainage project. He had proposed the 
same scheme to William Macdowall a few years previously although, while the 
proprietor had accepted the premise, no work had been conducted due to financial 
constraints.  

3.37. Using the experience he had gained working as the factor on the Drummond Castle 
estates in Perthshire (particularly relating to his keen observation of the drainage of 
Blair Drummond Moss) he set about improving the drainage of the Barr Loch. He 

                                            

15 Officer op cit. 
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improved the engineering of the mid-18th century embankment surrounding the loch, 
inserting a clay core using pile foundations where necessary. He improved and 
extended the drainage canals surrounding the loch to intercept and divert the 
incoming watercourses around the former loch and the Aird Meadows. A substantial 
canal, running the length of Castle Semple Loch and discharging into the Black Cart, 
was also constructed to aid the drainage of the Barr Meadows. For the final third of 
its length, this canal runs in a stone vaulted culvert which, at its deepest, lies around 
12 feet below the ground surface. This added considerably to the cost but was 
necessary as the raised water level in Castle Semple Loch did not provide sufficient 
fall to allow the Barr Meadows to drain effectively.  

3.38. In addition to the drainage measures, Adam also installed two sluices to allow 
regulation of the water level in the external canal and, if desired, allow manual 
flooding of the interior for irrigation (‘warping’) – although no records exist of this 
taking place.  

3.39. The majority of the labour was provided by Irish navvies, with local labour and a team 
of ten Lincolnshire men. It is possible, given the extensive drainage works in the 
Humberhead Levels area of Lincolnshire and the widespread practice of ‘warping’ 
irrigation in that area, that these men were specialists in drainage operations. 
The total cost of the construction came to around £7000 – around £373,00016 in 
contemporary value. Although Adam claimed to make excellent returns from his 
investment (around 13% on an investment of £10,00017) the spiralling costs of the 
project took him to the brink of bankruptcy and, in 1819-20, he sold on the Barr 
estate to yet another William Macdowall.  

 This Macdowall, the nephew of the 3rd William of Castle Semple and the son of the 
Provost of Glasgow, renamed the much-reduced estate Garthland after the family’s 
original seat in Galloway.  

Drainage Disaster 

In 1831 the largest of the mill reservoirs in the Muirshiel Heights burst its retaining 
dam, and resulted in a massive surge down the River Calder. The subsequent impact 
caused major damage to a number of mills as well as flattening the Barr Loch 
embankments adjacent to the river, flooding ‘more than 200 acres18’ of reclaimed 
land. 

                                            

16 Officer op cit. 
17 James Adam. ‘The draining of Barr Loch,’ Transactions of the Highland Society, 1829 
18 Paisley Advertiser, 21/11/1831 
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Repairs were affected and, as the Paisley Advertiser recorded in 1838, Barr Meadows 
produced the ‘most luxuriant crop of oats and hay, which would not have disgraced a 
more genial clime and southern latitude.19’ 

                                            

19 In Clark, S. 1993 ‘Messing about with Water,’ History Scotland Vol. 28, June 1993 
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Figure 10: Extract from 1st edition of the Ordnance Survey 6-inch map (Renfrewshire, sheet XI, 
surveyed 1857), showing ‘Fog house’ and Ice-house. Fields adjacent to Collegiate Church depicted as 
formal parkland (shading) 

Figure 9: Extract from 1st edition OS 6-inch map (ibid) showing estate offices and 
remodelled walled garden 
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The Harveys  

3.40. In 1814, Day Hort Macdowall’s heirs persuaded the Parliamentary Trustee to accept 
an offer of £73,000 (around £3.9 million in current value20) from Major John Harvey. 
His wealth, like that of the Macdowalls, came from the West Indies – although 
through inheritance rather than direct involvement in transatlantic trade.  

3.41. In common with previous proprietors, Harvey set about making his mark on the 
estate, contracting prominent garden designer James Hay to remodel and extend the 
walled garden21.  However, historical mapping reveals that the Harveys made 
relatively few changes to the estate as a whole, as it appears more or less unaltered 
between John Thompson’s Atlas of 183222 and the first edition of the Ordnance 
Survey Map, published in 186623. It is likely that the impressive Gothic Revival style 
West Gates and Lodges and Warlock Gates relate to this period, in addition to the 
now-demolished East Gates. 

3.42. However, it is possible that the ice-
house, fancy bridge, grotto and ‘fog 
house24’ and estate offices were added 
during this period as these features are 
not explicitly named on earlier maps 
(see Figures 8 and 9 on previous page). 

3.43. Harvey’s daughter, Margaret, married 
Major James Lee in 1816 and, on the 
death of his father-in-law in 1820, Lee 
adopted the family name of Harvey. 
Like his father-in-law, he was a career 
soldier and served with the Gordon 
Highlanders in the Napoleonic and 
Peninsular Wars, retiring from active 
service in 1814 (on half pay). He was 
promoted to Lt. Colonel in 1830, prior 
to his full retirement.  

3.44. Lee Harvey also owned the estate of 
Mouswald in Dumfriesshire and 
inherited the family estates in Grenada. 
He and his family are immortalised in 
two fine portraits by Sir Henry 

Raeburn. The first depicts Major Lee 
Harvey in full military garb with an 
idealised, romantic landscape in the 

                                            

20 Officer op cit 
21 Plans in National Archives of Scotland, RHP/5342 
22 National Library of Scotland 
23 Renfrewshire, Sheet XI, surveyed1857, published 1863 
24 A small garden summerhouse, built or lined with mossy turf 

Figure 11: Sir Henry Raeburn's portrait 
of Major James Lee Harvey (©Musée du 
Louvre) 
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background, while the second shows Margaret Lee-Harvey and the couple’s eldest 
daughter. Raeburn’s inventory – recorded in June 1824, following his death a year 
earlier – indicates that ‘Major Lee Harvey of Castle Semple’ settled his debt of £315 
on the 21st of November 182325. This was a considerable sum for the day, and is 
equivalent to around £23,000 in contemporary currency.  

3.45. Subsequent generations of the Lee Harvey family are buried in the Collegiate Church. 

3.46. It appears that the Harvey family finances dwindled during the later 19th and early 20th 
centuries, culminating in the decision to sell the wayleave for the ‘Kilbirnie Loop’ of 
the Glasgow and South Western Railway through the heart of estate. The line, 
constructed in 1905, passed less than 100m from the rear of Castle Semple House. 
The main line along the southern side of Castle Semple Loch had been built in the 
mid-19th century on the proposed route of the Glasgow and Ardrossan Canal.  

3.47. The proximity of the line to the house is rather evocative, as it highlights the 
encroachment of the 20th century into the previously impervious country retreat, and 
essentially heralds the end of the existence of the estate proper.  

3.48. In 1908, the Harvey family sold the estate which was subsequently broken up into a 
number of smaller holdings and the house converted into apartments.  

Reshaping the Estate 

3.49. During and immediately after the First World War, the government passed 
legislation26 to acquire land to establish colonies of smallholdings to resettle some of 
the thousands of displaced veterans. Under what became known as the ‘Homes for 
Heroes’ scheme, lowland crofts were established by the Ministry for Agriculture 
throughout Scotland on land gifted to or purchased by the nation.  

3.50. In 1938, the remainder of the Castle Semple Estate was converted to smallholdings 
under this legislation and the agricultural land was divided amongst tenant farmers. 
Although these crofts had varying success in different areas of the country, the Castle 
Semple examples survive relatively unchanged.  

3.51. By the 1940’s the agricultural value of the Barr Meadows had reduced to the point 
where it was simply maintained as rough grazing. During the Second World War it 
was requisitioned by the military for explosives training.  

3.52. RAF aerial photographs, taken during the winter of 194527, clearly show that Barr 
Loch was still completely dry, although of very poor quality. These photographs28 also 

                                            

25 Testament of Sir Henry Raeburn, National Archives of Scotland, SC70/1/31 pp. 244-247. Accessed online 
03/07/08 http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/content/images/famousscots/fstranscript5.htm  
26 Sailors and Soldiers (Gifts for Land Settlement) Act 1916; Smallholding Colonies Act 1916/Land Settlement 
(Scotland) Act 1919 
27 The whole of the UK was surveyed by the RAF between 1945 and 1950 as part of Operation Review – a 
scheme devised to employ the large numbers of airmen and serviceable reconnaissance aircraft essentially 
redundant after the end of WWII and to provide the Ordnance Survey with up-to-date aerial photographic 
coverage of the UK. 
28 RAF 106G/UK/1027 26 NOV 45 F20 Frames 4235-4239; RAF 106G/UK/1027 26 NOV 45 F20 Frames 4192-
4198; RAF 106G/UK/1027 26 NOV 45 F20 Frames 3190-3196; held by RCAHMS 
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indicate that the smallholdings were well established, but were predominantly 
pastoral in character (as had been intended) and had not been subjected to intensive 
ploughing. This is clear from the level of preservation of late medieval rig and furrow 
field systems which are visible in the aerial photographic record.  

3.53. Having been gutted by fire in 1924, the shell of Castle Semple House was eventually 
demolished by the Department for Agriculture during the mid to late 1960’s29.  

3.54. Due to the fact that the area has been subject to the processes of intensive 
agriculture, little remains of the pre-Improvement landscape on the Castle Semple 
Estate. However, in areas which have been used as pasture since at least the 18th 
century – most notably the Kenmure Hill deer park – significantly less ploughing has 
occurred, preserving the traces of earlier cultivation. An extensive field system, 
comprising a rectilinear network of field banks and broad, relatively straight, ridges is 
preserved on the south-eastern flanks of Kenmure Hill. Although broad straight rigs 
are often associated with the introduction of James Small’s iron ‘swing plough’ during 
the 1770’s, this area was enclosed as a deer park from at least 1776, which would 
preclude this interpretation. Similarly, the area is not shown in cultivation at the time 
of General Roy’s Military Survey of 1747. It can therefore be surmised that the field 
systems on Kenmure Hill date from the 17th century or before, since a later date 
would generally be accompanied by narrower, more regular ridges. 

3.55. A few other pockets of medieval cultivation survive in the area beyond the Castle 
Semple estate, adding further detail to the hubs of medieval activity established by 
Castle Semple, Ellistoun, Barr and other fortifications in the area.  

3.56. The estate landscape laid out during the 18th and 19th centuries is the most obvious 
and significant aspect of the historic environment in the Country Park. Policy 
woodlands, walls, gates and lodges define the extent of the historical estate, while 
features such as the ornamental waterfalls, grotto and artificial cave tell us much 
about the quantity of leisure time enjoyed by the 18th century gentry.  

3.57. The history of water management has had a particularly strong influence on the 
landscape, repeatedly changing the shape and form of Castle Semple and Barr Lochs 
and altering the drainage patterns for a substantial portion of the estate.  

Influence on Natural Heritage 
3.58. Although Lochwinnoch is renowned for the communities of waterfowl that frequent 

Castle Semple and Barr Lochs, it is the influence of cultural heritage which has 
created environments with such high biodiversity value. Were it not for the repeated 
attempts at draining the lochs, and the creation of the now-flooded meadows, the 
extensive reed beds and alder carr on the loch margins would not exist in their 
current form. Similarly, the policies of Castle Semple have provided a significant 
expanse of woodland which, in other circumstances, is unlikely to have survived.  

 

                                            

29 The house is recorded as standing as burnt out ruin in the 1962 Third Statistical Account of Scotland 
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3.59. The natural and cultural heritage of the area were recognised as early as the 1940’s, 
when the Clyde Valley Regional Plan proposed designating the uplands of 
Renfrewshire as the UK’s first regional park (Abercrombie & Matthew, 1946), finally 
gaining this status in 1990. The Aird Meadows and Barr Loch were adopted as an 
RSPB Reserve in 1974 to ensure the long-term protection of the wetland resource.  
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4. THE PROJECT AREA IN 2008 

Introduction 

4.1. The former Castle Semple Estate has been part of the Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park 
since its designation in 1990 as Scotland’s first regional park. However, the structures 
and designed landscape features which relate to the former estate are in both public 
and private ownership and are subject to a variety of management regimes. 

4.2. The following chapter outlines the existing conditions in the SRANI project area and 
examines the current use and management of the historic environment. 

TOPOGRAPHY AND GENERAL LAYOUT 
4.3. The Castle Semple Estate is situated on the north shore of Castle Semple Loch, 

between the villages of Lochwinnoch and Howood. The dominant geological form in 
the area is the Lochwinnoch Gap, a broad glacial valley running northeast to 
southwest from the coastal plain of the Clyde to Ayrshire. This results in a 
constrained, linear landscape sandwiched between the Muirshiel uplands and the 
rolling hills of southern Renfrewshire. 

4.4. The historical estate itself runs the length of Castle Semple loch, rising from its 
shores to take in a complex arrangement of policy woodland, parkland and pastoral 
fields. Parkhill Wood forms the core of the estate, separated from the loch by the 
former rail line – now a SUSTRANS cycleway. A network of paths, designated in 
Renfrewshire Council’s Core Paths Plan, create the skeleton of the Castle Semple 
Country Park and provide access to all but a handful of the historical sites in the 
study area. 
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 Figure 12: Historic sites and features in relation to the access network 
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BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES  
4.5. The rich history of the estate, as outlined in the previous chapter, has furnished the 

project area with a unique range of sites and monuments dating from the medieval 
period to the 20th century.  

4.6. The following table breaks down the historic environment of the estate into 
chronological bands and gives details of the current management arrangements that 
apply. 

 Table 4.1: Inventory of recorded sites, by period 

Site Name Site Type  Current Management Designations 

MEDIEVAL 

Peel Tower 16th century keep Local Authority / Clyde Muirshiel 
RP: no apparent management 
regime. Access restricted 

SAM 

Collegiate 
Church 

Collegiate Church Historic Scotland guardianship 
monument: grounds management 
and annual monitoring 

SAM; A-listed 

Barr Castle Early 16th century square 
tower 

Private ownership SAM; B-listed 

Elliston Castle 15th century keep Private ownership  

Kenmure Hill 
field system 

Late medieval broad-rig 
field system 

Private ownership – managed as 
pasture 

 

EARLY 18TH CENTURY  

Upper, Middle 
and Lower 
cascades and 
fishponds 

Series of three 
ornamental waterfalls 
retaining fishponds 
(1730’s) 

Clyde Muirshiel RP: woodland and 
vegetation management; past 
attempts to restore ponds 

B-Listed 

Blackditch Burn 
weir and sluice 

Weir for controlling flow 
of water into ponds and 
cascades 

Clyde Muirshiel RP  

MID-LATE 18TH CENTURY  

Site of Castle 
Semple House 

(main mansion 
demolished) Coach-
house, billiard room and 
service wings renovated 
as private dwellings, in 
addition to Walled 
Garden and stables 

Private ownership: dwelling houses B-Listed 

Artificial cave Artificial cave – part of 
designed landscape 
scheme. Suggested use as 
proto-icehouse 

Clyde Muirshiel RP: vegetation 
control 

B-Listed 

Grotto Grotto – rustic retreat in 
designed landscape 

Clyde Muirshiel RP / Semple 
Society: restoration work carried 
out 
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Site Name Site Type  Current Management Designations 

‘Temple’ Belvedere (outlook 
tower) 

Private ownership B-Listed 

Loch Bridge Single span stone built 
Road Bridge 

Renfrewshire Council Roads 
Department 

B-Listed 

Calder Bridge Three span stone built 
road bridge 

Renfrewshire Council Roads 
Department 

B-Listed 

Garthland 
Bridge 

Single span stone built 
road bridge 

Renfrewshire Council Roads 
Department 

A-Listed 

Fancy Bridge Single span stone (with 
cast iron fittings – now 
missing) bridge 

Private ownership  

19TH CENTURY  

Ice-house Ice-house: store for ice 
blocks cut from the 
fishponds during the 
winter months 

Clyde Muirshiel RP B-Listed 

West Lodge 
and Gates 

Ornamental gates and 
lodge houses 

Private ownership: dwelling houses B-Listed 

Estate walls Wall enclosing limit of 
policies 

Various ownerships  

Ornamental 
well 

Well built in to estate 
wall 

Ownership unclear C(S)-Listed 

Barr and Castle 
Semple Loch 
drainage works 

1815 drainage bunds and 
canals 

Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park / 
RSPB: managed for natural heritage 
conservation 

Lochs SSSI 

20TH CENTURY  

Castle Semple 
Railway Bridge  

1905 Twin Track 
castellated railway bridge 

SUSTRANS: managed as part of 
National Cycle Routes 

B-Listed 

 

4.7. Currently no on-site interpretation is provided for any of the publicly owned and 
managed historic structures on the estate, although most are relatively easily 
accessible or visible from the core path network. The Historic Scotland-owned 
Collegiate Church features internal interpretation boards. 

4.8. Section 6 details the condition of the heritage resource, although it is worth noting 
here that there are a larger number of historic features on the estate than are 
highlighted in this report. Several of these sites are in private ownership and are in 
use as housing, often following conversion and restoration. While these assets have 
obvious historic value, they are not visible from the existing path network and public 
access would not be desirable. The private dwellings on the site of Castle Semple 
House and the West Lodge and Gates are included in the study in so far as they 
make an important contribution to the historic character of the estate and are readily 
visible from numerous locations on the path network. However, no additional access 
or interpretation measures for these sites are proposed as they are family homes and 
such measures may impinge on the residents’ rights to reasonable privacy. 



 

SRANI Conservation Statement November 2008 33 

HISTORIC TREES AND PLANTING 
4.9. The Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park is in the process of producing a Woodland 

Management Plan for the Estate which will provide detailed information on the 
composition and condition of the policy woodlands. A full tree survey was therefore 
not part of this commission, so only an outline impression of the policy woodlands is 
given here. 

4.10. The policy woodlands of Castle Semple were established in at least the 16th century – 
as they are depicted on Timothy Pont’s c.1580 map of Renfrewshire. Quite how 
much of the original woodland remains is unclear, although there are a number of 
impressive veteran oaks (of both native and exotic species) and hickories which may 
be of considerable antiquity. The hickories are in close proximity to the Collegiate 
Church and may relate to surviving formal planting from the 19th century.  As noted 
above, post-war aerial photography reveals that a considerable proportion of the 
original policy woodland was felled during the mid-20th century to expand the area 
available for smallholdings.  This compounded substantial felling conducted by the 
Harveys, partly to meet demand for timber from the Lochwinnoch furniture factory.  
These losses make the surviving veteran trees all the more significant in terms of 
their contribution to the setting of monuments, and as features of interest in their 
own right. 

4.11. The rhododendron maze on Courtshaw Hill is of equal interest and is likely to date 
to at least the mid-19th century, although an earlier date could easily be posited given 
the power and influence of the estate’s late 18th century owners. Indeed, it would 
seem likely that an international merchant of William Macdowall’s standing would be 
well placed to take advantage of his contacts to secure highly fashionable exotic 
plants. 

4.12. However, its status as a planned maze may be questioned, as the feature is not 
depicted on any of the estate or county maps. Rhododendron is also not a suitable 
species to use in the creation of a formal maze, given its tortuous growth patterns, 
vigorous nature and the fact that it cannot be clipped into a formal shape, unlike yew, 
box, privet or other more common maze species. There are parallels (for instance at 
Cragside House in Northumberland), although these are largely Victorian. Despite 
this, there is a strong local tradition of this feature being a maze, which is borne out 
by the current arrangement of paths within the rhododendron thicket. Regardless of 
its antiquity and design, this is an important feature of the policy woodlands and 
provides a rewarding experience for those that brave the steep (and often muddy) 
paths to emerge on the summit of Courtshaw Hill.  The location of the ‘Fog House’ 
within the maze could be relatively easily established from historic mapping and the 
vegetation cut back to expose any extant remains.   

4.13. The policy woodlands also feature a sizeable stand of mature yew trees on an 
eminence known as ‘Downie’s Castle’ which may also be of considerable age. 
However, this feature is currently hemmed in on all sides by rhododendron growth 
which limits the potential for access and enjoyment. A further yew tree stands within 
the maze on Courtshaw Hill.  
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4.14. The importance of trees and woodlands to Scotland’s historic environment should 
not be underestimated.  As the policies of the Castle Semple Estate illustrate, even 
small remnants of historic plantings can reveal much about the heritage of an area.  
Recent initiatives, including Forestry Commission Scotland’s policy on Scotland’s 
Woodlands and the Historic Environment, have raised the profile of historic plantings 
and recognised the importance of the cultural heritage and meaning of woodlands, 
trees and forests.   

Rhododendron maze 
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Figure 13: Aerial photograph of policy woodlands, showing natural heritage designations 





 

SRANI Conservation Statement November 2008 37 

NATURE CONSERVATION INTEREST 
4.15.  Castle Semple and Barr Lochs are designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest 

(SSSI) for their biological value. The Aird Meadows and Barr Loch comprise one of 
the RSPB’s most significant visitor reserves in Scotland. 

4.16. The lochs themselves are eutrophic water bodies with extensive aquatic and semi-
aquatic plant communities which extend into the wetland habitats of the Aird 
Meadow.  Fringing areas of woodland and willow carr provide additional breeding 
habitat for birds (SNH 1985). Recent surveys have identified 238 species of vascular 
plants and 25 species of fungi in the Barr Loch/Aird Meadow area (Bhatia, 1999; LUC 
2008).  

4.17. The nutrient-rich character of the lochs is largely a result of run-off from farmland 
and input from the sewage treatment works.  High levels of eutrophication lower the 
biodiversity of a water body and may lead to blue-green algal blooms.  Although 
Scottish Natural Heritage’s Site Condition Monitoring has assessed the loch as being 
in ‘unfavourable’ condition, several water quality parameters (phosphate levels, algal 
abundance and algal species) have suggested that, over the past 10 years, there has 
been an improvement in water quality. 

4.18. The area supports a diverse range of wintering and breeding wetland birds 
concentrated particularly on the Aird Meadows and Barr Loch.  Notable amongst 
these are breeding water rail, grasshopper & sedge warblers, reed bunting and a small 
number of breeding waders. In some years, especially when blooms of pondweed 
occur, wildfowl numbers can be very high. Wintering birds include regionally 
significant populations of whooper swan, wigeon, tufted duck, goldeneye and 
goosander.   

4.19. Badgers and roe deer also make use of the dense cover and foraging opportunities 
afforded by the diverse habitats provided by the policies. A survey commissioned by 
SRANI in April 2007 noted a number of badger setts and otter spraints, slides, lie-ups 
and holts on the estate. Spraints (droppings) were noted on the Blackditch Burn by 
surveyors during the historic environment survey undertaken for this report. 

4.20. Feral American mink have been noted at Barr and Castle Semple Lochs, and 
represent a significant threat to ground nesting bird species as well as any water vole 
population.  

4.21. The policy woodlands appear to have good biodiversity value and a variety of floral 
communities and a range of woodland birds are in evidence. The main threat to this 
is the proliferation of invasive exotic species, most notably rhododendron ponticum. 
While this species is an important aspect of the estate’s historic landscape (at the 
Courtshaw Hill maze), it has ‘escaped’ its original boundaries and, because of its 
vigorous characteristics, has spread throughout the estate. It creates very dense 
cover which, while useful as a refuge for birds and mammals, effective shades out any 
other ground cover species. This situation is compounded by the fact that its fallen 
leaves form a thick, toxic humus mat which effectively precludes colonisation by any 
other species. However, the Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park is tackling the problem 
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and the preparations for the production of a Woodland Management Plan focuses 
strongly on managing the species. 

4.22. Discussions with Regional Park staff also revealed a desire to gradually thin the 
sycamore population in the policy woodlands in favour of native species. Currently, 
there are a number of areas where the dense canopy created by these trees limits 
the growth of ground cover and shrub understorey species. 

USES OF THE RESOURCE 
4.23. The Castle Semple Estate, as a country park in its own right and part of the Clyde 

Muirshiel Regional Park is a well used leisure and recreation resource. Although the 
watersports facilities on Castle Semple Loch form an important part of the site’s 
audience, the majority of users visit the area for informal recreation – particularly 
walking and using the SUSTRANS cycleway. 

4.24. Currently, the heritage resource underperforms both in terms of visitor footfall and 
in its role as a potential means to attract additional visitors. Few sites are readily 
accessible – although many are immediately adjacent to the core path network – and 
only the Collegiate Church has any on site interpretation facilities. 

  

Figure 14: Weekly total path usage, February 2007-July 2008 
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4.25. Given that several sites, including the Peel Tower and Collegiate Church, are 
nationally significant monuments, there is considerable potential to tap this resource. 
Some features are also obscured by vegetation which reduces their visual 
contribution to the landscape and contributes to them being easily overlooked. 

4.26. Figure 14 indicates that use of the path network in the summer of 2008 increased 
over the equivalent period in 2007. The considerable fluctuations may be reflective of 
the varied weather conditions during this period. 

4.27. A ‘people counter’ device, positioned on the path network by SRANI to measure the 
effectiveness of Phase 1 of the project indicates just how well used the existing access 
network is. Although there is significant week-to-week variation, public usage 
unsurprisingly peaks during the summer (school holiday) months and reaches its 
lowest point during the Christmas period (Winter, weeks 4 and 5). However, even 
during this relatively quiet period, usage never drops below 600 person movements 
per week. 

4.28. Figure 15 clearly demonstrates the bias towards spring and summer usage of the path 
network, with visitor numbers falling away dramatically during the autumn after a 
peak during the school October holidays. The statistics reveal a relatively even 
spread of use throughout the week during spring and summer, with a slight weekday 
bias during the autumn and winter – perhaps reflecting the presence of ‘core’ users 
such as dog walkers and those using the path network for travel to work or the 
railway station. The considerable ‘spike’ in use towards the end of the winter may 
correlate with a period of fine weather. 

Figure 15: Comparative seasonal path usage, March 2007 – February 2008 
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4.29. The conclusions that can be drawn from these statistics are limited by the fact that 
the location of the counter was somewhat removed from the core area of the Castle 
Semple Estate. However, anecdotal evidence from Regional Park staff and 
observations of visitors during fieldwork showed the main body of the estate – 
particularly the SUSTRANS cycleway and lochside paths – to be well used in even the 
most inclement weather.  

4.30. Data supplied by SUSTRANS (Figure 16) shows the strong usage figures for the 
National Cycle Network running through the Castle Semple Estate. Echoing the 
SRANI phase 1 statistics, the cycle network is most heavily used at the weekends 
(note the difference between the weekday and seven day averages) as may be 
expected and peaks during period of school holidays (April, July and October). 

 

4.31. The peak user figures indicate that a potentially large, and essentially captive, 
audience pass within 100m of the finest and most accessible heritage assets on the 
estate and could significantly boost visitor numbers.  

 

Figure 16: SUSTRANS cycle route usage figures 2007 
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5. ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

5.1. This assessment of significance seeks to describe the heritage values of the features 
and landscapes of the Castle Semple Estate in accordance with HLF guidelines. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
5.2. The former Castle Semple Estate is a unique resource. The interaction of geology, 

topography and the efforts of man have created a highly significant and diverse environment 
which should be preserved and enhanced as a matter of urgency. 

5.3. The long settlement history and associations with notable figures in Scottish history have 
combined to create a rich and varied historic environment relating to a range of periods. In 
addition to built heritage, the effects of these historical processes have left an indelible mark 
on the landscape as successive proprietors of the estate sought to reshape nature to their 
advantage. 

5.4. In doing so, important resources for biodiversity have been created in the form of dense 
policy woodland, highly significant wetland and open water habitats and a mosaic of low 
intensity agricultural land. This blurring of the lines between the natural and the cultural 
environments offers a range of exciting opportunities to manage the resource to their mutual 
benefit. 

5.5. The accessibility of the natural and cultural heritage assets and the development of the 
access network afford opportunities that are unparalleled in the region. Similarly, the 
proportion of the heritage assets (particularly the nationally significant monuments) that are 
in public ownership creates additional potential for integrated management of the resource. 

5.6. The quality and character of the landscape, the historic environment and the natural 
heritage could therefore be justifiably viewed as a nationally significant asset. 
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OVERVIEW OF SIGNIFICANCE 
5.7. The matrix below provides a summary of the interacting factors which combine to 

give each monument on the estate significance and allows comparison between sites. 

Table 5.1: Assessment of significance matrix 
Assessment of Significance  

(0-5 scale, 0 being no value, 5 being national 
significance) 

Site Name Overall 
Significance 

H
istorical 

A
rchitectural 

A
rchaeological 

Landscape 

E
xperiential 

PEEL TOWER National 5 3 5 5 4 

CALDER BRIDGE Regional 3 3 1 3 2 

RAILWAY BRIDGE Regional 3 4 0 3 2 

WEST LODGE AND GATES Regional 2 3 0 3 3 

LOCH BRIDGE Regional 3 3 1 3 3 

LIMEKILN Local 2 0 3 1 1 

(site of) CASTLE SEMPLE HOUSE Regional 4 3 1 3 3 

TEMPLE Regional 4 3 1 5 4 

FANCY BRIDGE Regional 3 3 1 3 3 

ORNAMENTAL WELL Local 3 2 1 2 2 

UPPER CASCADE Regional 4 3 2 4 4 

MIDDLE CASCADE Regional 4 3 2 4 4 

LOWER CASCADE Regional 4 2 2 4 4 

CAVE Regional 3 3 2 4 4 

ICE-HOUSE Regional 3 3 2 4 4 

(CASCADES COMPLEX) National 4 4 3 5 5 

LAUNDRY Local 2 1 1 1 1 

COLLEGIATE CHURCH National 5 5 4 4 5 

DEER DYKE Regional 3 2 4 4 3 

GARTHLAND BRIDGE National 4 5 2 4 3 
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Assessment of Significance  
(0-5 scale, 0 being no value, 5 being national 

significance) 

Site Name Overall 
Significance 

H
istorical 

A
rchitectural 

A
rchaeological 

Landscape 

E
xperiential 

GROTTO Local 2 1 1 3 2 

BLACKDITCH BURN, NORTH WEIR Local 1 0 1 1 2 

BLACKDITCH BURN, MIDDLE WEIR Local 2 1 3 1 3 

COURTSHAW WOOD, CULVERT Local 2 2 3 1 2 

ESTATE WALL Local 2 2 1 3 2 

BARR CASTLE National 4 5 5 4 3 

COURTSHAW HILL, WALL Local 1 1 2 2 1 

KENMURE HILL, FIELD-SYSTEM Local 2 0 2 2 1 

BARR LOCH DRAINAGE 
INFRASTRUCTURE National 4 2 5 5 3 

 

 DETAILED ANALYSIS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
5.8. The following paragraphs seek to describe the nature of the former Castle Semple 

Estate’s significance in greater detail.  

Historical Significance 
The Sempills: 1503-1727 

5.9. The establishment of the estate by Lord John Sempill in 1503 instituted a 200 year 
association with one of the most prominent families in medieval Scotland.  

5.10. John’s antecedents, Robert and Thomas Sempill distinguished themselves in 
supporting Robert the Bruce’s claim to the Scottish throne in the early 14th century, 
and played an important role in his victory during the second War of Independence. 
As a reward for this loyalty, they were granted extensive lands in Renfrewshire 
including the first family seat at Elliston.  

5.11. In moving the estate centre across the loch to its present site, John began the long 
sequence of landscape improvements that eventually produced the features that 
survive today. The wealth and influence of the family is apparent in the size of the 
castle depicted on Timothy Pont’s c.1580 map of Scotland – easily dwarfing most 
other equivalent dwellings in Renfrewshire. The foundation of the Collegiate Church 
– one of less than 20 in Scotland – is a surviving expression of this power. Such was 
their wealth that the Sempills could commission and build a religious house in the 
very latest architectural style, complete with a college of canons to pray for the 
Sempills’ souls.  
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5.12. Like many Scottish nobles of the time, Sempill fell at the catastrophic Battle of 
Flodden Field in 1513. The Collegiate Church was extended with a polygonal apse at 
its east end and a fine canopied tomb for Lord Sempill and his wife was inserted in 
the north wall around 1515, further enhancing this nationally significant 
monument. 

5.13. Robert, the 3rd Lord Sempill, was no less significant a figure. A staunch Catholic, he 
remained loyal to Mary of Guise – Mary Queen of Scots’ mother and Regent of 
Scotland – during the early stirrings of the Reformation. He acted as her emissary to 
the Protestant Lords of the Congregation who had besieged and taken Perth in 1559. 
In doing so, he attracted the opprobrium of none other than John Knox, who 
condemned him as an “enemye to God and all godlyness.”  

5.14. Although Robert, known as ‘The Great Lord Sempill,’ was a man of some 
consequence and was intimately involved in affairs of state, it appears that he was not 
above some rather more petty endeavours. The dynastic wars of the 16th century 
provided ample opportunity for nobles to settle age-old scores with neighbouring 
landowners by pillaging, burning villages and general murder and mayhem. Warfare 
was a way of life, particularly for the medieval nobility. The feudal system required 
them to be able to field a given number of fighting men for the King at short notice 
and, as well as providing supplementary income, local feuding and raiding was, in 
effect, valuable practice for the ‘main event’ of international warfare.  

5.15. The construction of the Peel Tower around 1550 hints at the level of danger, since 
even someone as powerful as Lord Sempill was concerned for the safety of his family, 
even in their Castle Semple stronghold. This fortification was to be tested a decade 
later, when it was besieged by James Hamilton, Earl of Arran (the former Regent of 
Scotland) and the Earl of Glencairn in an attempt to bring Robert Sempill to justice 
for crimes committed during the dynastic wars. Although the tower fell, Robert had 
fled to French-held Dunbar and escaped punishment. He was subsequently released 
from ‘the horn’ the following year. 

 
 The scars of this engagement are not readily apparent in the remains of the Peel Tower, 
however few other fortifications of its size have such closely dated and well-attested links to 
such significant events in Scottish history. 

 It is therefore important that the significance of this site is highlighted, and its future secured 
through sensitive intervention.  

 
5.16. Despite this brush with the law, Lord Sempill rose once again to a central role in the 

Scottish court, and was honoured with carrying the rood at the baptism of Mary 
Queen of Scots’ son James (VI of Scotland and I of England) in 1566. 
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5.17. However, this apparent stability was not to last as, the following year, Sempill – as 
one of the ‘Confederate Lords’ – rose against Mary following her marriage to James 
Hepburn, 4th Earl of Bothwell. Bothwell was widely regarded as the assassin of Mary’s 
2nd husband, Henry Stuart, Lord Darnley. The army of the Confederate Lords 
confronted Mary and Bothwell at Carberry Hill30 and forced her abdication in favour 
of her one-year-old son James.  

 

 Although Scotland officially became a Protestant country after the 1560 Reformation, the 
Collegiate Church remained the Sempill’s private Roman Catholic chapel for a further 115 
years – underlining their power and ability to freely disdain the laws of the day. 

However, Robert, the fourth Lord Sempill was excommunicated by the newly-formed Church 
of Scotland as an ‘obstinate papist.’ Although this is unlikely to have been a great source of 
worry to a man who did not recognise the authority of the Reformed church! 

                                            

30 Although often referred to as the ‘Battle of Carberry Hill,’ there was no battle in the strictest sense. The 
engagement proceeded along strict chivalric lines, with numerous personal challenges issued but none actually 
accepted. As the day progressed, Mary realised her cause was lost and negotiated safe passage for Bothwell if 
she agreed to surrender to the Confederate Lords. 
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The Macdowalls 

5.18. Unlike some Glasgow merchants who were, to some extent, insulated from the 
brutality of the day-to-day operation of the sugar business, the first William 
Macdowall of Castle Semple was directly involved through his ownership and 
management of plantations 31.  

5.19. Wealth did not, however, automatically guarantee an elevated position in the rigid 
18th century social hierarchy. Land ownership was still the basis upon which influence 
(particularly in the political sphere – only landowners could vote until the 1832 
Reform Act) was secured and, with it, legitimacy and respectability. It was to this end 
that William Macdowall bought the Castle Semple Estate from the struggling Sempills 
in 1727. 

5.20. He set about transforming the estate into a thoroughly modern concern, beginning 
drainage works on the Loch and laying out the enduring form of the designed 
landscape.  

5.21. In this respect, Macdowall was nationally significant as one of the earliest and most 
thorough of the ‘Improvers.’ Using his wealth and making the most of his contacts 
with the landed gentry across Britain, he began the transformation of the estate that 
was to be continued by his heirs. Their visionary management of water for both 
aesthetic and commercial purposes across their landholdings set Castle Semple apart 
from other contemporary estates in the area.  

 Each of the successive phases of landscape design wrought by the Macdowall family can be 
viewed as material expressions of wealth gained through the forcible exploitation of fellow 
human beings.  

 These monuments, in their refined neoclassicism or rustic romanticism, stand in sharp 
contrast to the cruelty and lack of humanity required to perpetuate the slave trade and the 
industries which relied on it.  

 Slaves could be viewed as the crude oil of their day, as all the most profitable industries of 
the 18th century – cotton, tobacco and sugar – relied entirely on their embodied energy to 
function. Similarly, states and individuals were willing to go to extraordinary lengths to secure 
their supply with scant regard for the moral implications and human consequences. 

The history of Scotland’s involvement in the transatlantic slave trade is not 
widely recognised, understood or interpreted in a public setting. The Castle 
Semple estate provides an interesting opportunity to contrast the physical 
legacy of wealth generated through slavery, with the impact of practice itself, 
and the processes leading to its abolition. 

 

                                            

31 Graham, E.J. and Mowat, S. 2003 ‘The Slaving Voyage of the Hanover of Port Glasgow 1719-1720,’ History 
Scotland, September/October 2003 
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5.22. It is interesting that, for such ‘modern’ gentlemen, the later generations of 
Macdowalls managed to reconcile their vast wealth – and the method of its 
acquisition – with the powerful intellectual case Scottish Enlightenment thinkers such 
as Adam Ferguson, Francis Hutcheson and James Beattie were proposing against 
slavery, of which they was doubtless aware. 

5.23. William Macdowall II built on the successes of his father and, as a founding partner of 
Houston & Co., came to dominate the Glasgow West Indian trade. Houston & Co. 
was one of Scotland’s first truly multinational corporations and was central in 
founding Glasgow’s first banking company, known as the ‘Ship Bank32.’ 

5.24. William II was also an important society figure in 18th Scotland, to the extent where 
his exploits whilst seeking a wife were recorded in the popular folk song ‘Willie’s gane 
tae Melville Castle.’33  

5.25. In terms of landscape improvements he was, if anything, more ambitious and applied 
the latest techniques in agricultural science to improve the value and efficiency of the 
estate, including introducing the revolutionary ‘turnip husbandry’ system of crop 
rotation with – it must be noted – limited success. However, this was largely due to 
soil conditions and the lack of manpower for the labour-intensive process of hoeing 
the turnip fields. His drainage works, which reduced Castle Semple Loch to a mere 
fifth of its original area and completely drained Barr Loch, were a triumph of 
landscape modification and must have made a considerable impact on the community 
and other local landowners.  

5.26. The third William gained political office, becoming MP for Renfrewshire from 1783-
1810 and completing the family’s rise to regain the establishment role they had 
enjoyed during the 17th century. This was not without controversy, and it appears 
that Macdowall was not a universally popular candidate, as James Boswell (biographer 
and travelling companion of Samuel Johnson) noted that “If Mr McDowal [sic] has a 
majority at the Election it will be no honour to him, but a disgrace to the County.”34 As a 
prominent Abolitionist (as noted in section 3.16), Boswell had a strong personal 
dislike for Macdowall and his stance on slavery. 

5.27. However, this opinion was not perhaps shared by the general populace of 
Renfrewshire, as the diaries of Alexander Wilson reveal that ‘McDowall was looked 
upon as a philanthropist and his involvement with the splendid new cotton mills of Houston, 
Burns and Company in Lochwinnoch had added to his popularity.’35 However, Wilson – a 
noted Renfrewshire poet – could be considered to be predisposed towards 
Macdowall, having been received at Castle Semple by Macdowall. Here he was given 
encouragement, if not patronage, which created the turning point in Wilson’s career 

                                            

32 Dunlop, Houston and Company was founded by William Macdowall of Castle Semple, Andrew Buchanan of 
Drumpellier, Allan Dreghorn of Ruchill (a former Bailie of Glasgow), Colin Dunlop (son of James Dunlop of 
Garnkirk, a former Bailie and future Lord Provost of Glasgow), Robert Dunlop (brother of Colin) and 
Alexander Houston.  All were members of wealthy Glasgow merchant families who had made fortunes from 
the tobacco and West Indian trades. http://www.hbosplc.com/abouthbos/History/BoS_Tree/Ship_Bank.asp  
33 Words anonymous and origin of melody unknown 
34 National Archives of Scotland GD1/1278/2 (Boswell of Auchinleck Papers) 
35 Hunter, C. 1983 The Life and Letters of Alexander Wilson Derby, PA: Diane Publishing 
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and led to a collection of his poetry being published. This was perhaps due in part to 
his flattering references to Macdowall and Castle Semple in his c.1788 descriptive 
poem, ‘Lochwinnoch.’. This relationship was further enhanced by his panegyric poem 
‘To the Honourable William Macdowal of Garthland on his return from Parliament, July 
1791.’  

 Despite the influence of Macdowall, Wilson’s poetry was not a great success and, in 1794, 
he left Scotland for America. Initially falling back on his original trade of weaving, then 
becoming a teacher, he was to become one of the most celebrated ornithologists of the early 
United States. His legacy of eight volumes of ‘American Ornithology’ survives, along with no 
less than four bird species and a learned journal named in his honour.  

5.28. William III undoubtedly cemented the reputation of the estate for hydraulic 
engineering, undoing much of his father’s drainage work to ensure water supplies for 
his and his business partners’ mills along the Black Cart Water. As well as 
fundamentally reshaping the physical landscape, Macdowall did much to change the 
face of the economic and social landscape of Renfrewshire.  

5.29. The development of industry in large-scale, centralised industries transformed the 
way of life of the people who came to work in the mills, eroding traditional rural, 
agrarian, and more dispersed settlement patterns and nucleating housing into planned 
villages like Lochwinnoch and Johnstone.  

5.30. The extension of Macdowall’s pleasure grounds, through the enclosure of Kenmure 
Hill and the resultant diversion of the public highway (from the valley of the 
Bridesmill Burn crossing the river at Elliston Bridge, to the north side of the hill 
crossing the Black Cart via the new Garthland Bridge) also served to spur on the 
development of Howwood at the expense of the now bypassed Elliston. 

5.31. Despite their wealth and international influence – or perhaps because of it – the 
Macdowalls of Castle Semple were not insulated from the effects of events on the 
world stage. The American and French Revolutionary Wars of the late 18th century 
severely disrupted transatlantic trade, denying the Glasgow merchants and their 
supporting financial structures their prime sources of income. Houston & Co and 
many other smaller trading houses were declared bankrupt and the financial impact 
on Glasgow was so severe that an Act of Parliament was passed in 1798 to cushion 
the city from the blow.  

5.32. Although it is easy to pass judgement on families like the Macdowalls, their 
enterprises played a central role in rescuing Scotland from financial ruin. Immediately 
prior to the Act of Union in 1707, the nation was essentially bankrupt as the abortive 
colony of Darien, abandoned in 1699, had consumed at least a fifth of her wealth and 
a good deal more of her credibility. Following the Union, trade with the British 
colonies in the Caribbean and the Americas opened up to Scottish entrepreneurs, 
offering an irresistible opportunity to regain lost family wealth and pride. Figures like 
Macdowall, who were already in the Caribbean before the Union, were ideally placed 
to capitalise on this improved trading potential. 

5.33. T.M. Devine has argued that Scots were peculiarly suited to administrating the Empire 
as the influence of generations of Presbyterianism imbued them with ‘an inbred instinct 
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for harrying the unregenerate poor, or Negroes or natives, for their own good as well as for 
their employers’’36. This could be particularly applied to the gentleman-officer class, 
into which the first William Macdowall neatly fell, given the opportunities for both 
military distinction (in conflict with the French, Spanish and natives) and to accrue a 
personal fortune. 

5.34. While economic imperatives should not be seen as an excusing factor for the 
adoption of slavery, it can certainly provide an insight into how a seemingly civilised 
society could turn a blind eye to such wholesale brutality.  

It is therefore imperative that the legacy of slavery at Castle Semple is explored honestly, 
sensitively and insightfully if the interpretation of the wider landscape is to be truly 
meaningful. 

The wider significance of slavery to the economy of 18th century Scotland should be laid out 
and links to other sites, monuments and resources highlighted in interpretation facilities. 

 

                                            

36 Devine, T.M. 2003 Scotland’s Empire p.249 
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Architectural Significance 

5.35. The built heritage on the estate dates from the 16th to the early 20th centuries and 
takes in many of the major shifts in development of Scottish architecture. 

5.36. Around half of all the sites assessed are designated by Historic Scotland for their 
architectural, historical and archaeological value.  

 

 Medieval 

 Peel Tower 

5.37. The Peel Tower is a somewhat unusual monument, being smaller than the average 
defensive structure of its date. Its small size emphasises its role as a ‘bolt-hole,’ rather 
than a domestic structure. Although not a ‘peel tower’ in the strictest sense (since 
these monuments are confined to the Scottish Borders and northern England, and 
generally date to the 15th century) it is perhaps in this tradition of small defensive 
keeps that the tower is most suitably placed.  However, it is the setting of the 
monument that radically enhances its status. Its island location serves to make it a far 
more evocative site and enhances the impression of its defensive properties and 
nature.   

5.38. Although the tower is in a state of partial collapse, this may in fact be advantageous 
for interpreting and presenting the various construction techniques employed in 
erecting such a structure.  

Figure 17: Heritage designations 
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 Collegiate Church 

5.39. Castle Semple Collegiate Church is a fine example of a nationally rare monument 
type. Although it is somewhat later than the majority of Collegiate Churches in 
Scotland (which are predominantly 15th century), its late gothic features and 
particularly fine canopied tomb add to its status as a nationally significant site. Several 
phases of construction are readily visible in the stonework, illustrating its expansion 
and elaboration following the death of Lord John Sempill in 1513. 

 

Figure 18: Canopy tomb of Lord John Sempill. Note the high 
quality stonework and relief details, including inscription and 
Sempill family arms. (Likely position of recumbent statue of Sempill 
indicated in red – with his head to the east) 
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5.40. Despite the fact that it is unroofed and lacks the internal fittings of some other 
examples, the monument is particularly evocative and is the architectural jewel in the 
crown of the estate. Its value as a scenic ruin would not have been lost on 18th 
century landscape designers – indeed Robert Adam designed new ‘ruins’ for his 
redesign of the Culzean Castle Estate in Ayrshire. Although it was used as an estate 
workshop during the 19th century, it would have provided additional romantic value 
to the designed landscape.  

5.41. The rarity of the monument type and the quality of the surviving architecture is 
reflected in its A-Listed and Scheduled Monument status, which implies a 
building of national significance.  

5.42. In addition, the interior of the Collegiate Church houses the graves of six members of 
the Harvey family dating from the mid-late 19th century. 

 Barr Castle 

5.43. Situated to the southwest of Castle Semple, in close proximity to the SUSTRANS 
cycleway, Barr Castle is a particularly fine early 16th century square tower with extra-
mural ancillary structures. It features a number of particularly impressive architectural 
flourishes which are relatively rare on sites of this type, conveying an additional 
degree of architectural merit. 

5.44. As a Scheduled Monument, Barr Castle is automatically afforded national 
significance, which its quality and degree of preservation clearly warrants. It is also B-
Listed, implying regional-level importance in architectural terms. 

Figure 19: Barr Castle from the SUSTRAN cycleway. 

Fallen barmkin walls 
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 Access to the site was not possible; therefore the assessment of 
significance is based on a visual inspection from the cycleway and 
information provided by statutory agencies. 

 Elliston Castle 

5.45. Elliston Castle is a typical 15th century Renfrewshire castle, with a square tower and 
extra-mural barmkin.  

5.46. It is undesignated and publicly available records are relatively sketchy as to its 
architectural merits. It appears largely overgrown with creeping vegetation, which 
enhances its scenic value but rather obscures its architectural features. 

 Access to the site was not possible; therefore the assessment of 
significance is based on a visual inspection from public highway and 
information provided by statutory agencies. 

Early 18th Century 

 Cascades 

5.47. The 1730’s developments of the designed landscape by William Boucher represent 
relatively early Georgian landscaping features37. The cascades and fishponds are the 
primary relics of this period of development and encompass a range of styles in a 
single group.  

5.48. The significance of this group of monuments lies in their operation as a unified design 
and as a functional structure. Ornamental ponds of this nature are relatively rare in 
Scotland, particularly at this date, and represent a major asset particularly in their 
intrinsic scenic value. 

5.49. The upper cascade follows a relatively clean, gently neoclassical design using fine 
ashlar masonry to contrast with the uncoursed rubble of the approach walling. As the 
best preserved of the cascade sequence, the monument acquires additional value as it 
retains its functional significance and can be readily interpreted. 

5.50. The middle cascade, while more architecturally complex than either the upper or 
lower examples (as it also served as a bridge), is rather more poorly preserved. The 
finer construction features of this monument are largely obscured by vegetation 
growth and partial collapse. Unlike the upper cascade, this monument does not 
function properly due to the reduced flow and level of the pond which it is intended 
to retain.  

5.51. The lower cascade is in even poorer repair and was, in any case, a more rustic 
structure than its counterparts. Large sections of the structure are missing and only 
fragments of legible design remain. However, vegetation growth has rendered this 
monument a ‘picturesque ruin’ and, in this respect, has considerable value. 

                                            

37 Vanbrugh and Charles Bridgeman’s landscape designs for Stowe Gardens in Buckinghamshire date between 
1716 and 1726 – these are widely regarded as the pioneering works of the style. 
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5.52. The cascade and pond system are linked to several other aspects of the designed 
landscape. They are fed by a specially cut channel from the Blackditch Burn, 
controlled by a weir and sluice system (Site 52), tying them in to the water 
management regime of the estate. As the ponds were a key component in ice 
production, they are inherently linked with the ice-house as well as potentially 
providing fish for the tables of Castle Semple House.  

5.53. The complex of sites around the cascades provides the most immediate insight into 
the 18th century concepts of leisure and landscape design. These designed landscape 
features are all B-Listed, implying regional significance. 

Figure 20: Aerial view of cascades complex, showing woodlands and specimen trees 
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 Mid-18th Century 

5.54. The development of the 18th century country house/estate centre forms created a 
hub around which the rest of the estate revolved. The mansion itself, built between 
1735 and 1740 by Robert Hunter of Ayr. 19th century illustrations show a fine – if 
relatively small – Palladian mansion. Arguably, the function of Castle Semple House 
was not to create a bold architectural statement – Macdowall already owned the 
prestigious Shawfield mansion in central Glasgow, designed by Colen Campbell38 to 
fulfil this function – but rather to provide a comfortable country residence on a more 
domestic scale.  

5.55. Although the mansion house itself was burnt out in 1924 and demolished in the mid-
1960’s, the service wings remain in somewhat modified form. All four buildings have 
been refurbished and restored as private dwellings.  

 The site of Castle Semple House and the ancillary buildings which 
accompanied it, including the stable block (‘Long Barn’), walled gardens 
and lodge houses are in use as private dwellings and were not accessed for 
the purposes of this survey. 

5.56. Without being able to closely examine these sites, it is not possible to assess their 
architectural significance as the information already in the public domain is neither 
recent nor provides sufficient detail on which to make an informed judgement. Their 
B-listing confers regional significance. 

5.57. It is possible that the artificial cave relates to a later phase of landscape improvement, 
but since it has no diagnostic architectural features other than the vermiculated 
stonework around the entrance (which was obscured by moss growth), it is difficult 
to definitively date. It is something of a rarity (also B-Listed), with sites of this nature 
more often relating to the 18th century tradition of ‘shell grottoes,’ such as that which 
survives at Newhailes House in East Lothian39. We would argue that this monument 
clearly belongs to the same general strand of pleasure ground architecture tied in to 
early Romanticism. Similarly, the Parkhill grotto – although its original form is unclear 
– also relates to this tradition. Its architectural merit is diluted by the fact that it has 
been largely rebuilt. 

5.58. The Kenmure Hill ‘Temple’ is a fine, B-Listed, renaissance-influenced building 
executed to a clean and unfussy design.  It is perhaps best described as a gazebo or 
belvedere as the ‘temple’ nomenclature is somewhat confusing. The ground floor 
surface, first floor, roof and windows have been lost, but this contributes to its 
evocative quality – particularly in its isolated setting.  

                                            

38 Author of ‘Vitruvius Brittanicus’ and regarded as a founder of the neoclassical style, 1676-1729 
The house was originally built for Daniel Campbell of Shawfield and Islay, a prominent Glasgow merchant and 
one of the signatories of the 1707 Act of Union. 
39 These structures could be either semi-subterranean or free-standing. They were intended as locations for 
quiet reflection and were ornately decorated with seashells set into a mortar render, often arranged in 
classically inspired motifs. Classical statuary was also a common feature of such sites.  
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Late 18th and 19th Century 

 Designed Landscape Features 

5.59. The West Gates and Warlock Gates add an extra architectural dimension and depth 
to the estate by introducing 19th century gothic revival (‘Gothick’) elements to the 
designed landscape. Twin lodges are depicted on John Ainslie’s 1796 map of 
Renfrewshire, suggesting that these buildings are either very early examples of the 
style in Scotland or – more likely – are a remodelling of existing structures40. In either 
case, they provide an interesting stylistic counterpoint to the neoclassical house and 
landscape features. The Warlock Gates are not depicted on this map, although the 
now-destroyed east lodge is shown as twin buildings on either side of the carriage 
drive. 

 
5.60. Although it cannot be closely dated, the estate wall may also relate at least partly to 

this period due to the level of integration with the design, particularly at the West 
Gates. These structures – although not accessed for the survey – make an important 
contribution to the historic and architectural character of the estate.  

5.61. While the Warlock Gates lodges appear to have been sensitively restored, the West 
lodges have been subject radical alterations behind their Gothick facade. Both sets of 
gates are B-Listed. 

5.62. The estate wall is largely extant, although in varying states of repair. While it is not 
particularly architecturally significant in its own right, it remains true to its function, 
creating a coherent and easily legible boundary around the historical extent of the 
estate. However, it does contain some rather fine features, notably the ornamental 
well built into its northern circuit. This could be considered to be an early concession 
to ‘public realm’ design, although it is now largely inaccessible due to its roadside 

                                            

40 As detailed examination of the gates and lodges was not possible, not date stones or structural details could 
be observed to answer these questions. 

Figure 21: West Lodge and Gates - fine 19th century Gothic Revival features 
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location and lack of suitable footway. This asset is C(S)-Listed, as it is a high quality 
and well-built (if damaged) feature. A date of 1815 is recorded in the Listing 
Document, which would imply that this structure was commissioned by the Harveys 
during their ownership of the estate.  The Gothic-style blind arch on the rear wall 
ties this feature in with the other surviving 19th century features of the estate. 

  

5.63. It is likely that the ice-house falls also within this date range as it is not depicted on 
early estate surveys. These sites, while an integral part of contemporary designed 
landscapes are relatively rare and all too often fall quickly into disrepair – particularly 
as they have no obvious potential for reuse. The exterior has been partially restored 
using cement mortar, but the interior is where the quality of the structure is evident. 
The neatly bonded red brick (including decorative soldier courses) with ashlar quoins 
and dressings is impressive – especially as there was no aesthetic imperative, as no 
visitors to the estate would ever see the inside of the building. As noted above, the 
relationship of this structure to the rest of the ‘cascades complex’ conveys additional 
significance. Like the rest of the complex, the ice-house is B-listed. 

 Bridges 

5.64. The bridges surrounding the Castle Semple Estate – paid for by the Macdowall lairds 
– are some of the most consistently high quality features. Garthland Bridge is 
particularly significant for its inscribed, dated parapet stones and very high quality 
ashlar construction (reflected in its A-Listing). The B-Listed Loch and Calder 
Bridges form an important part of the approach to Lochwinnoch and, while not as 
finely proportioned or executed as the Garthland Bridge, they are still very high 
quality structures and a testament to the skill of local 18th century masons. They also 
embody a more public statement of the Macdowall’s wealth, ensuring that travellers 
and local people alike were aware of the status of the local landlords. 

5.65. There is at least some degree of design integration, with octagonal caps on the 
terminal piers of both the Calder and Garthland Bridges.  

Figure 23: Gate piers Figure 22: Ornamental Well 
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 Further research is required to discover the identities of the masons and any 
architects involved. 

 
Figure 24: Estate bridges 

a: Fancy Bridge; b: Garthland Bridge; c: Loch Bridge; d: Calder Bridge 

a b 

d c 
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Archaeological Significance 

Known Sites 

5.66. Little systematic survey or invasive fieldwork has been conducted on the Castle 
Semple Estate. However, there are tantalising hints at the potential for discovery 
across a range of periods. 

 Water Management Infrastructure 

5.67. Work by Stuart Nisbet in surveying the remains of the 18th and 19th century drainage 
schemes on the estate has proved invaluable in adding detail to the textual record. 
The entire system installed by James Adam, including the canals, embankments and 
culverted watercourses is still extant – although clearly not fully functional since the 
re-flooding of the Barr Loch in 1946. 

5.68. This system is virtually unique in Scotland and should be celebrated as such. The 
closest parallels for Adams’ design for the drainage scheme lie in water meadow 
technology, which in itself is far from common in Scotland. 

 Water Meadows 

Although invented during the late medieval period in southern England, water meadow 
technology was not widely applied in Scotland until the early 19th century. (The heyday of the 
water meadow in England was during the mid-18th and 19th centuries).  

The meadows themselves were constructed by raising a series of broad ridges, with drains at 
the crest and trough, which carried water diverted from a nearby river by a system of weirs 
and sluices. The principal was to keep a thin film of water flowing over the surface of the 
ridges (the ‘panes’) to keep early spring grass frost-free and ensure an early hay crop, which 
could command high prices. The construction of such systems required expert knowledge, as 
excessive watering could lead to flooding or waterlogging which would either kill the grass or 
promote the growth of rushes. 

Recent research by Dr. Iain Fraser of RCAHMS has revealed the relative rarity of these 
fascinating agricultural features in Scotland. 

 

5.69. Although these remains are perhaps less ‘glamorous’ than other sites on the estate, 
they are, nevertheless, potentially of national significance. The control of water is a 
consistent theme throughout the history of the estate, beginning around 1680. The 
1815 drainage scheme can therefore be viewed as the zenith of the continuum of 
water management practice.  

5.70. From an archaeological perspective, there is considerable potential for further 
recording and research work in relation to the drainage infrastructure of the estate. 
As a key theme throughout the history of the estate, water also present interesting 
opportunities – and challenges – in making this unique record accessible to the public. 
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 Kenmure Hill 

5.71. The Kenmure Hill deer park preserves traces of a medieval ridge and furrow field 
system, quarries and a settlement platform. The possible fermtoun is not depicted on 
Roy’s map, confirming that the area had been taken out of cultivation before the 
development of improved agriculture in the district.  

5.72. Prehistoric (Neolithic and Bronze Age) flints have been recovered from Kenmure 
Hill, suggesting that there is potential for further discoveries in this area. As the 
Bronze Age record of the Lochwinnoch area is particularly significant, a programme 
of fieldwalking, survey and perhaps test-pitting in this area may be particularly fruitful. 

 Peel Tower 

5.73. Intact deposits are almost certainly preserved within the lower levels of the Peel 
Tower, sealed beneath successive layers of collapse. While much is known about the 
lives of the 16th century aristocracy, these deposits – which would have to be 
investigated during the course of any restoration work – offer the chance for 
additional insight into the domestic lives of the Sempill family. These deposits may 
also yield further information on the siege and eventual destruction of the keep. 

5.74. It is likely that archaeological investigation and recording would play a major part in 
any conservation and consolidation interventions on the Peel Tower.  Furthermore, 
given the antiquarian records of the discovery of logboats in Castle Semple Loch, 
there is a possibility that the Peel Tower was constructed on a pre-existing artificial 
or modified islet, or crannog. However, since the islet was incorporated in the 
construction of later drainage bunds, any diagnostic archaeological remains may be 
obscured.   

Archaeological Potential 

5.75. Relatively little of the original structure of the policy woodlands survives.  The 
current woodland relates largely to uncontrolled regeneration following extensive 
felling by the Harveys (possibly to supply timber for the Lochwinnoch furniture 
factory) and by smallholders during the 20th century. However, estate features such 
as the main carriage drive should be relatively easy to locate, and along with the 
variety of water management features, can provide a more complete picture of the 
landscape’s development.  As this area of the landscape has been beyond the limits of 
cultivation since the 16th century, it is reasonable to assume that the potential for 
survival is somewhat higher than in the surrounding agricultural landscape. 

The archaeological potential of the estate should be prioritised as a valuable 
method for community engagement with the historic environment. Working 
with volunteers, local history groups and school pupils, there is considerable 
scope for survey and perhaps limited excavation projects. 

Significance in the Wider Landscape 

5.76. In many respects, the Castle Semple Estate is something of a ‘hidden gem’ which does 
not readily impose itself on the surrounding landscape. Due to the topography and 
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location of the main road and rail line only fleeting glimpses are afforded to the 
traveller. The Kenmure Temple serves to catch the eye and draw it down to the site 
of Castle Semple House and the loch. As one is predominantly looking down on the 
policy woodlands, they appear smaller and less significant. Similarly, the visual effect of 
the policies in general is diluted by the agricultural character (due to the 
smallholdings) of what would originally have been parkland.  

5.77. The ‘Lochwinnoch Gap,’ the valley in which the loch and estate sits, creates an 
essentially linear landscape constraining views to the northwest and southeast. 
However, once at the level of the loch on the approach to the village itself the 
appearance of the landscape is somewhat altered.  

5.78. From a lower vantage point, the expanse of water formed by Castle Semple and Barr 
Lochs enhances the linear feel, and as the policy woodlands rise up the valley sides 
they take on a more impressive character. 

5.79. The development of the estate itself has had a profound influence on the character of 
the wider landscape, from the creation of the planned village of Lochwinnoch to the 
drainage and subsequent re-flooding of the Barr Loch.  

5.80. Although not easily proved, the improving zeal of the Macdowall lairds doubtless had 
an effect on surrounding landowners, influencing them to change their land 
management practices and take on enclosing their infield areas during the late 18th 
century.  

5.81. It could be argued that the Castle Semple Estate has had a profound effect on much 
of Renfrewshire, as the 3rd William Macdowall’s alteration to Castle Semple Loch 
(deepening and constructing the Elliston weir) ensured that the Black Cart Water 
was ideally suited for powering an extensive series of water mills, effectively ushering 
in the industrial age in this corner of Scotland.  

5.82. The same is undoubtedly true in terms of the effects on the village of Lochwinnoch 
itself. The original medieval village was greatly expanded after 1788 through the 
development of milling and the construction of a planned village to house workers.  

Experiential Significance 

5.83. The factors outlined above combine to produce a tangible sense of place, creating 
smaller landscapes within the estate with distinct characters and identities. 

5.84. This makes a major contribution to visitor experience, marking out particular areas of 
the estate as ‘special.’ These could be broadly defined as follows: 



 

SRANI Conservation Statement November 2008 62 

 

• Parkhill: the grotto and pond, situated in a wooded glade at the base of 
Parkhill creates an enclosed, peaceful space. A number of veteran trees – 
mostly oaks – add to the ‘ancient’ feel and convey the age of the estate.  
The summit of Parkhill affords excellent views across the southern portion of 
the estate, notably of the Peel Tower, Barr Loch and Aird Meadows. 

Figure 26: Parkhill Grotto and pond 

Peel Tower 
Aird Meadows Barr Loch 

1815 drainage bund 

Figure 25: Annotated view from Parkhill 
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• ‘Cascades complex’: creates a highly picturesque and compact landscape, 
incorporating several elements of the 18th century pleasure grounds. Along 
with the Collegiate Church, this area forms the principal ‘heritage honeypot’ 
that is likely to draw visitors along the cyclepath or through the policy 
woodlands. Their close proximity to several elements of the core path 
network ensures that the largest possible number of visitors can enjoy this 
area.  

This is by far the most significant grouping of sites and offers the greatest 
potential to create a strong impact on visitors. The contrast between a 
restored and highly attractive water garden and the ‘wild’ woodlands of 
Parkhill would be quite striking.  

 
 

Figure 27: Cascades complex, showing varying aspects of character. 
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• Courtshaw Hill: the rhododendron maze and dense policy woodlands 
create a less accessible, but rewarding, experience. The tight passages of the 
maze open out into panoramic views of the estate from the summit, and 
southern slopes of the hill present excellent opportunities for interpretation 
at a landscape scale. The contrast between the artificial ‘wilderness’ of the 
maze and the well-manicured and carefully enclosed fields on the southern 
slopes running down to the loch adds interest and is the essence of much of 
the original landscape design. 

Figure 28: Courtshaw Hill, clockwise from top left: tree-lined main track; view of Kenmure 
Temple from grassland area; veteran rhododendrons in the maze; view of loch, Aird Meadows 
and village.  

‘Temple’ 

Peel Tower 

Lochwinnoch church spire 
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• Kenmure Hill: The deer park and Kenmure Temple present a stark contrast 
to the rest of the designed landscape. Open vistas are afforded by the lack of 
vegetation and the fine architecture of the Temple stands in isolation against 
the ‘natural’ space of the deer park. 
As this area preserves the only clearly visible area of archaeological remains 
(not relating to the estate), and this increases the potential of the location. 
The quality of the views across the entire estate, including the lochs, policies, 
the Collegiate Church and the site of Castle Semple highlights the potential 
for landscape-scale interpretation. 

 

Community Values 

5.85. Castle Semple Country Park is a highly valued local resource, the status of which has 
been greatly enhanced through the development of the SUSTRANS cycleway. 

5.86. In addition to informal recreation through walking and cycling, the Castle Semple 
Centre is a well-used facility for the community – particularly parents of younger 
children and older people. The watersports facilities are another major draw, bringing 
in schools and activities groups from across the region. 

5.87. While the heritage of the estate is recognised, at least in part, at a local level (and 
promoted through trail leaflets) the opportunity for wider promotion to visitors is 
underdeveloped. 

5.88. Schools groups are currently engaged in path work with the Ranger Service and 
benefit from their historical knowledge in the process. However, there is clear 
potential for more active community involvement in the management of heritage 
sites. 

5.89. The Castle Semple Country Park receives an estimated 350,000 visits per annum, 
with the visitor centre accounting for around a quarter of visits to the Park – around 
85,000 visits in 2005. Similarly, the RSPB visitor centre situated on the Aird Meadow 
at the south end of Castle Semple Loch, receives around 40,000 visitors per year.  

Figure 29: Views from Kenmure Hill 
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5.90. The centres themselves and the associated amenities are an important resource, 
particularly in relation to social inclusion and exercise promotion as they are 
essentially free and well placed to capitalise on the access network. Charges are made 
for bicycle hire (run by a local bike shop at Castle Semple Centre) and the use of the 
RSPB trails and binocular hire, but these are very reasonably priced, further 
enhancing the potential audience. 

5.91. There is considerable scope to build on the already high use of the assets through 
well placed marketing and extensive promotion through events like Scottish 
Archaeology Month. 

5.92. As the vast majority of users live locally41 more intensive promotion through local 
media, in well-used facilities (libraries, council offices, schools and shops) and existing 
structures (particularly the well-established community websites) could have a 
significant impact in increasing interest in the historic environment. 

 

 

 

                                            

41 Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park visitor surveys in 2006 revealed that 60% of all users of the Park came from 
Renfrewshire 
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6. MANAGEMENT ISSUES AND VULNERABILITIES 

Introduction 

6.1. This chapter seeks to summarise the key issues facing the Castle Semple Estate and 
identify its vulnerabilities and to understand how these might affect the significance of 
the place and, or specific components. 

CONDITION 
General 

6.2. As a whole the Castle Semple Estate could be considered to be in reasonable 
condition. The majority of the heritage assets assessed was considered to be in ‘fair’ 
condition (48%) with a further 26% assessed as being in ‘good’ condition. Those 
which fall into the lower end of the condition spectrum do, however, include some of 
the most significant sites on the estate – including the Peel Tower and Cascades. 

 
6.3. Past management regimes for the heritage assets are the most significant factor in 

determining current condition. As much of the historic environment is in private 
ownership, the local authority planning and conservation sections must accept a 
measure of responsibility for some poor decision-making in past decades – albeit 
before heritage protection legislation was in place.  

6.4. The policy woodlands, while containing a number of over-mature and damaged trees, 
are well managed and add much to the natural and cultural heritage value of the 
policies. The most salient issues in the woodland are the prevalence of sycamore, 
which dominates the species mix and creates a dense canopy, and the proliferation of 
rhododendrons. This is primarily a biodiversity issue, as both species are non-native 
and highly invasive in character, enabling them to out-compete less vigorous species. 
A further concern is the impact on the historic character of the woodland. 

Figure 30: Condition of historic assets 
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Buildings and Structures  

6.5. This section will be sub-divided – where desirable – into functional and landscape groups of 
sites, commenting on the overall condition of the system. Full condition reports for each site 
are available in Appendix I. 

Peel Tower 

6.6. This tower house is in a parlous state and represents a significant threat both to the 
safety of the public and to the reputation of Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park / 
Renfrewshire Council as a responsible manager of the historic environment. 

6.7. Access to the site has not been sufficiently managed and detrimental use has not been 
policed, allowing significant damage to occur. The tower is at a critical stage where its 
decline can be arrested and its structure stabilised, however any such measures must 
be accompanied by more concerted and responsible management. 

6.8. Large scale vegetation growth – including several trees – has destabilised much of the 
stonework and is threatening some of the fine surviving architectural features 
(principally the gunports). Large areas of tumbled masonry and the generally 
overgrown, litter-strewn nature of the site create a somewhat stark and unkempt 
groundscape which further detracts from the setting of the tower. 

Figure 31: Peel Tower - showing extent of collapse and vegetation intrusion 

Gunport 
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‘Cascades Complex’ 

6.9. The general environs of the fishponds and cascades are somewhat overgrown, with 
extensive bramble thickets and heavy ivy growth on trees and structures. There are 
also areas where farming debris including oil drums and plastic containers have been 
dumped from the fields to the north. Despite this, the area is very picturesque and 
contributes much to the setting of the monuments. 

6.10. The fishponds below the cascades are heavily silted and overgrown. This is 
undoubtedly due in part to the very low flow of water through the system (caused by 
the loss of the diverting weir on the Blackditch Burn). The deep mud is something of 
a hazard, particularly in the summer when heavy vegetation growth masks its 
instability. 

6.11. The cascade structures themselves are in varying states of disrepair. The upper 
cascade is, in general, structurally sound despite heavy spalling and localised collapse 
of the abutment walling. Vegetation growth conceals some of the damaged areas, 
which could not be accurately assessed. The middle cascade is in a rather poorer 
state, as major pieces of masonry are being displaced on the upstream side by tree 
growth, while the upstream arch has partially collapsed. This bowing has rendered 
the structure dangerous on this side. However, its downstream facade appears largely 
stable despite ivy growth and at least two well-established shrubs in masonry joints. 
The lower cascade is in desperate decline and has suffered major structural failure. 

Figure 32: Cascades, clockwise from top left: upper cascade; upstream side of middle cascade; downstream 
side of middle cascade; overgrown fishponds below upper cascade; lower cascade, showing collapse 
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6.12. Despite the overall poor condition of the cascades, their status as ‘picturesque’ ruins 
is entirely in keeping with the principles of 18th century landscape design. The 
application of a ‘conservation as found’ approach (explored in detail below) could 
stabilise the structures and render them safe, while preserving their essential ‘ruined’ 
nature which is fundamental to the character of the place.  

6.13. The ice-house and artificial cave are in rather better condition and appear to be 
largely stable. The ice-house was partially restored in 1980, although some of the 
measures used may be contributing to its problems. These can be characterised thus: 

• unprotected roof causing leaching of lime and salts deposits inside; 

• tree roots and vegetation potentially penetrating structure (in future); 

• some cement pointing and signs of voids as a consequence; 

• cement on roof may be lifting and adding to problems. 

6.14. Although there were no signs as such at the time of inspection, the relatively 
secluded location and relatively private interiors of these structures leave them open 
to potential abuse. 

 

Figure 33: Entrance to Artificial Cave 

Figure 34: Ice-house 
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6.15. Despite being unroofed, the Collegiate Church appears to be in good condition and 
has been well maintained, as befits its status as a Guardianship Monument.  

SRANI should seek to actively engage Historic Scotland and partners in the 
project, as any increase in visitor numbers to the Castle Semple area is likely to 
have an impact on property. 

6.16. The final component of the group is the Castle Semple Railway Bridge. A fine early 
20th century structure, its castellated form is suffering from areas of spalling masonry 
and heavy ivy growth. It is a key landmark on the SUSTRAN cycle route and provides 
a convenient and definite end to the ‘cascades complex’ landscape, marking the 
transition from public to private ownership.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 35: Collegiate church 

Figure 36: Castle Semple Railway Bridge 
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Kenmure Hill 

6.17. The Kenmure ‘Temple’ is in good condition, despite being unroofed. It is structurally 
sound and would only require some weeding and sealing of the wallheads to secure 
its long-term future. 

6.18. The deer dyke is in somewhat variable condition, although it is largely still visible and 
sound along much of its length. There are a number of breaches where gates have 
been driven through to facilitate access to the pasture on Kenmure Hill which have 
largely destroyed the dyke in these locations. While this monument is little more 
than a large retaining wall with an exterior bank, it is an important and rare part of 
the estate’s historic environment and should be regarded as such. 

6.19. In the longer term, vegetation growth in the masonry joints and along the wallhead 
may present structural problems. 

6.20. The archaeological remains of the medieval fieldsystem on Kenmure Hill appear to be 
relatively well preserved, particularly in relation to the other fields in the former 
estate. However, any extensive ploughing of the area would rapidly destroy the 
cultivation ridges. It should be noted that there does not appear to be any immediate 
danger of this, as it is used exclusively as pasture. 

Figure 37: Kemure Hill, clockwise from top left: ‘Temple’; rig and furrow field-system; 
degraded deer dyke; deer dyke and rigs from East Carriage Drive 
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Parkhill 

6.21. The grotto is a curious structure which currently appears stable. However, the 
cement work used as part of the reconstruction process will eventually lead to 
structural failure in the bonding. At present, the main visible effects are unsightly 
soluble salt deposition from the cement work. 

6.22. Vegetation growth on the grotto has not yet reached a stage likely to cause structural 
damage, but there are some signs of erosion developing along the base of the walls. 

6.23. If required, the wallheads appear sufficiently intact to take the weight of a reinstated 
roof. 

Figure 38: Parkhill Grotto, showing cement work and vegetation growth 



 

SRANI Conservation Statement November 2008 74 

Water Management Features 

6.24. The group of weirs on the Blackditch Burn are generally derelict, although the middle 
weir still retains important structural elements which can be disentangled relatively 
easily. It is in poor condition, with substantial number of stones displaced and little 
surviving functionality due to the broken orthostat which made up the main structural 
element of the weir. 

6.25. The unnamed channel which branches off the Blackditch Burn at the weirs eventually 
flows through a substantial culvert beneath what may have been the main carriage 
drive. Although originally subterranean, this stone-built culvert has been exposed by 
the erosive action of excess water overtopping the entrance and scouring away the 
ground surface along the entire length of the structure. This has served to destabilise 
many of the capstones, some of which have been displaced. Although the culvert 
presumably had clay puddling (waterproofing) at the time of construction, none of 
this material appears to remain on its upper surface. It was not possible to examine 
the interior of the culvert due to very high rainfall and consequent water levels. 

6.26. Continued erosion is likely to result in the eventual destabilisation of the whole 
structure, as the made ground on either side is scoured away by water action. 

6.27. The generally poor condition of this water management infrastructure can be seen as 
a major contributing factor to the silting of the fishponds (although increased flow 
could potentially result in further damage to both the middle and lower cascades in 
their current condition.) 

Figure 39: Blackditch Burn: weir for diverting 
water to cascades 

Figure 40: Culvert (possibly under carriage 
drive) containing canalised watercourse 
terminating at the cascades 
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Collapsed Masonry 

Extensive graffiti 

High-voltage cable conduit Displaced stonework 

Eroded pointing 

Figure 41: Bridges, clockwise from top left: Fancy Bridge; Garthland Bridge; Loch Bridge; Calder Bridge 
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6.28. Fancy Bridge, on the eastern carriage drive, is in particularly poor condition. It is in 
occasional agricultural use and has suffered the loss of its parapets and wing walls. 
Photographs in the 1907 sale catalogue for the estate reveals that the structure 
originally had renaissance-style cast iron balustrades which have been lost in the 
intervening period. An examination of the river bed and banks did not reveal any 
surviving metalwork, although a large number of stones from the parapet and wing 
walls are strewn along the banks and in the watercourse. 

6.29. Without detailed investigations it is not possible to determine the load-bearing 
capacity of the arch which, although it appears structurally sound, may harbour 
unforeseen issues. 

Designed Landscape Features 

6.30. The built features of the designed landscape are relatively robust, and largely in the 
ownership of the local authority. However, the planting and soft landscaping are 
rather more vulnerable, particularly to the vagaries of weather and climate.  

6.31. A full survey of all surviving soft features, including plantation banks and the possible 
ha-ha at Sunk Fence Park should be undertaken with the permission of the 
landowners to assess the level of threat to these features from agricultural practice 
and the general effects of ageing.  

Estate Walls 

6.32. There are a suite of management issues which are more or less unique to the policy 
walls. With a circuit of approximately 5.4km, this feature is by far the largest built 
heritage asset on the estate, and has multiple owners. As a result, its state of repair 
varies greatly between owners. There are small areas where the wall is in very poor 
condition and has largely collapsed, around 5% of its length may require total 
rebuilding and a further 10% is likely to require stabilisation to counter bowing and 
dangerous leaning. 

6.33. As one of the most visible assets of the estate, it could be argued that the policy walls 
should be prioritised for repair. However, considerable negotiation with landowners 
will be necessary to secure funding and consent for any works to proceed.  

Paths and Tracks 

6.34. A number of tracks exist within the policy woodlands, some of which undoubtedly 
relate to the routes of original carriage drives and rides. However, many of these 
features have been lost in the regenerated woodland areas of Parkhill. The existing 
paths are well maintained particularly in the high traffic areas, although the heavy 
rainfall and poorly draining soils do result in extensive puddling during bad weather. 

6.35. A comprehensive ground survey, involving probing, coring (possibly even geophysical 
investigation) would be necessary to determine the level of survival of original 
roadways and rides. This was beyond the scope of this exercise, but would be a 
worthwhile activity for local history and archaeology groups, and could help to inform 
future woodland management decisions. 
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Soft Landscape Features 

6.36. The majority of surviving soft landscape features are in private ownership and were 
not surveyed for this report. However, the most prominent earthwork visible to the 
public is a bank, following the line of the west carriage drive (the existing loch-side 
path), relating to the 1774 drainage and landscaping works. This feature is visible 
almost all the way from the Castle Semple Centre to the site of Castle Semple 
House. As it runs along the edge of working fields, it may be at risk from ploughing or 
disturbance by livestock – which has occurred in at least one location. Although it is 
perhaps underwhelming as a feature, it is nevertheless significant and should be 
protected and enhanced where possible. 

Trees and Plantings 

6.37. The woodland areas of the former Castle Semple Estate which are managed by Clyde 
Muirshiel Regional Park are in a generally good condition. The policy woodlands are 
mixed in character and age structure, although there appears to have been large-scale 
felling during the early part of the 20th century – RAF aerial photographs from the 
early 1950’s reveal a far less densely wooded landscape than currently exists. This 
may relate to felling activity during the First and/or Second World Wars.  

6.38. It would appear that relatively few areas of the policy woodlands retain their original 
character and species mix. However, this is not verifiably without a comprehensive 
tree survey.  

6.39. There are several particularly fine woodland assets, including the rhododendron 
maze which potentially dates from the late 18th century. Rhododendron ponticum was 
introduced to Britain during the late 17th century from the Spain and the Black Sea 
coast and was used extensively in designed landscapes from the 18th century onwards. 
It is more frequently encountered as Victorian shelter planting. Although the 
structure of the maze appears to survive relatively well, and efforts are underway to 
improve its condition, the highly invasive and vigorous nature of the shrubs means 
that its extent is likely to have greatly increased – almost certainly swamping other 
aspects of the designed landscape and historic environment. As noted above, there 
are questions as to the antiquity and origins of the maze.  

6.40. A collection of mature yew trees (Taxus baccata) on Downie’s Mount are another 
curiosity. Generally associated with churchyards, these trees were often used planted 
as specimens in designed landscapes. Their unique growth patterns and prodigious 
longevity make their age difficult to assess.  

6.41. Parkhill features a number of fine veteran trees – including some fine sessile oaks 
(Quercus petraea) and an exotic turkey oak (Quercus cerris) – which are an important 
aspect of the area’s character and enhance the impression of great antiquity in the 
landscape.  

6.42. Large numbers of sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) dominate the woods of Courtshaw 
Hill. As a naturalised species, these trees are more beneficial to biodiversity than 
other invasive exotics, but do little to contribute to the historic nature of the 
woodland. Their vigorous characteristics and dense canopy also present problems for 
the shrub and ground-cover understorey of native species. 
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A full survey of the status and age of the heritage trees was not part of the 
scope of this commission. However, such an exercise would add much to 
the knowledge and appreciation of the wider heritage of the estate. 

A policy of gradually thinning and removing all but the best sycamore 
trees would be beneficial for biodiversity and the character of the designed 
landscape. 

Natural Heritage 

6.43. The woodlands and watercourses of the estate appear to be well used and populated 
by a range of species. Woodland management, including preserving dead wood 
resources, encourages a range of invertebrate species in addition to ground cover 
plants.  

6.44. The condition of this resource was not directly assessed, although the Castle Semple 
and Barr Loch SSSI is assessed as being in unfavourable and declining state – although 
the bird populations are assessed as being in favourable condition. This suggests that 
the low oxygen waters of the loch are being degraded by factors potentially including 
surface water run-off, which may be contributing to nutrification which, in turn, 
threatens the characteristic plant communities of the SSSI. 

6.45. There are also areas of open pasture and scrub within the former estate which are 
important for biodiversity. During the course of the historic environment survey, a 
brown hare (Lepus europaeus) was noted on Kenmure Hill, while the acid grassland 
habitat on Courtshaw Hill is potentially significant for its characteristic plant 
communities.  

6.46. Although anecdotal evidence of bat use of the ice-house and artificial cave was noted, 
no primary survey work was conducted at this stage of the process. However, both 
sites would seem like ideal roost sites, given their sheltered and largely undisturbed 
location and their proximity to the wetland habitat provided by the fishponds – an 
ideal source of suitable insects as prey. 

USE 
6.47. The Castle Semple Country Park is currently well used for informal recreation and 

watersports. However, many of the historic environment features are not currently 
accessible to the public, partly due to intentional access restrictions and partly as a 
result of the overgrown nature of much of the estate.  

6.48. As noted below, there is potential for misuse of the historic features of the Castle 
Semple Estate. While this is not currently a significant recorded problem in the main 
part of the project area, there is anecdotal evidence of relatively regular misuse of the 
SUSTRANS cycleway by motorcyclists. The Peel Tower is perhaps the most obvious 
victim of misuse, with the remains of numerous fires, barbecues and drinks 
bottles/cans strewn over the site. The fact that this debris appears to be relatively 
rarely collected perhaps over-emphasises the scale of the problem. However, during 
the course of field inspections, a number of areas where stonework had been moved 
to form shelters or seating were noted. 
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6.49. The main body of the estate is regularly inspected by Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park 
staff, who conduct litter-picking and environmental improvement and maintenance 
works. This contributes to a relatively well-maintained feel, even in the more remote 
areas of the estate.  

DISCORDANT FEATURES AND THREATS TO THE 
HERITAGE 

6.50. Here, the Conservation Statement outlines structures and features within the estate 
which either dilutes or damages the historic character of the area. Factors which 
represent potential threats to either the character or preservation of the historic 
environment area also highlighted. 

Discordant Features 

6.51. There are few original features on the estate which create discord in the landscape or 
architectural values. However, there have been a number of alterations to buildings 
which change the character of the historic environment: 

• Castle Semple Railway Bridge: while the fabric of the bridge remains 
unaltered, SUSTRANS have installed an insensitive galvanised barrier to channel 
cyclists away from a drop over the bridge abutments. While some form of fencing 
is clearly required from a health and safety perspective, a more appropriate design 
should have been selected – particularly in light of the historic value of the 
structure and the wider setting; 

• Collegiate Church: the church itself is in good condition, however a small 
disused brick and render structure (possible animal shelter) in close proximity 
detracts from the principal viewpoint to the church from the cycleway; 

• Parkhill Grotto: the structure retains a good deal of rustic charm, despite 
having been almost entirely rebuilt within living memory. However, the use of 
cement mortar and concrete lintels creates a rather odd feel and represent a 
threat to the longer term future of the monument. 

Threats to the Heritage 

• Lack of maintenance: has produced many of the effects which must now be 
remedied. The Peel Tower in particular has deteriorated because of a lack of 
access controls to limit misuse and even relatively small scale interventions at 
critical junctures could have prevented the major collapse that is now evident. 

• Misuse: although not a major problem on the majority of the estate, as noted 
above, the Peel Tower in particular suffers from misuse by anglers. Evidence of 
fires, considerable alcohol consumption and moving of architectural fragments to 
form shelters is readily visible. This represents a major threat to the heritage, and 
also creates considerable risk to the public as the structure is not wholly stable. 

• Erosion: as evidenced by the severe erosion event experienced by the new path 
created along the Aird Meadows bund adjacent to the RSPB reserve, winter 
flooding presents a real threat to lochside assets. While the Peel Tower sits at a 
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level where only very severe flooding would be likely to affect it, the potential for 
damage to an already fragile structure should be taken seriously.  

• Stock damage: the Kenmure Temple appears to be fairly regularly accessed by 
the dairy herd grazed on Kenmure Hill. Anecdotal evidence suggests that the 
floor of the structure was intact until relatively recently, although now it is heavily 
disturbed by cattle. 

In addition to making the interior of the building unpleasant to access because of 
dung, there is also the risk of cattle becoming trapped due to the relatively small 
entrance or causing damage to the doorway. 

Castle Semple Railway Bridge appears to be used by Low Semple Farm for stock 
handling, as a ‘stopper gate’ and fencing is installed along the northeast side. While 
there appears to be no damage to the stonework, there is potential for such. It 
also detracts from the character of an otherwise fine (and B-Listed) structure. 

• Inappropriate restoration: the use of cement mortar on structures – mainly 
the grotto and ice-house presents a long term threat to the assets and should be 
dealt with accordingly. 

CONSTRAINTS 
Statutory Constraints 

6.52. As half of the assets on the estate are designated (either Listed or Scheduled) there 
are clearly constraints as to their potential for redevelopment and restoration as 
either Listed Building or Scheduled Monument Consent would be required for any 
potential restoration, alteration or archaeological investigation. 

6.53. However, as none of the measures proposed below constitute a threat to the value 
or significance of the monuments, nor threaten the historic character of the area, it 
seems unlikely that planning consent would be refused. Conservation proposals must 
also conform to Historic Scotland’s criteria, outlined in their policy and guidance 
documents. Consultation with Historic Scotland will be vital in progressing 
conservation solutions and ensuring that the proposed measures are acceptable. 

6.54. In the case of the ice-house and artificial cave, the Nature Conservation 
(Scotland) Act 2004 makes it an offence to disturb bat, or damage or obstruct 
access to their roosts. It is therefore essential that appropriate survey work is 
conducted by a qualified and SNH-licensed professional to ascertain the presence of 
bats in the sites in question, and to ensure that appropriate licences are obtained in 
advance of any conservation interventions. However, the presence of bats adds 
considerable value to the sites and may also represent an important opportunity for 
the Regional Park to explain the lifecycle of these fascinating creatures to the public 
through organised bat watching walks.  

6.55. In terms of the project outcomes, the availability of funding will certainly highlight the 
need for prioritisation of assets and phased implementation and, in this respect, 
represents a significant constraint. 
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Other Potential Constraints 

6.56. Views of the community through membership of the SRANI partnership and through 
public consultation have assisted in establishing the scope and nature of the overall 
SRANI project. There is a balance to be struck between wider access developments 
and residents’ privacy.  SRANI has recognised this constraint. 

GAPS IN KNOWLEDGE 
6.57. The scope of this conservation statement has focussed largely on the built heritage 

features of the estate. Also, the limited access afforded to the features in private 
ownership has resulted in only partial knowledge of the condition of surviving estate 
features. Indeed, in many ways these features could be considered to be at greatest 
risk as, in their capacity as private dwellings, are more likely to be subject to 
alteration than essentially redundant monuments.  

6.58. Similarly, greater exploration of the planting structure and age of the policy 
woodlands may add considerable value to the conservation statement. The 
application of an archaeological approach – attempting to date the age of trees 
potentially overlying structures and trackways – may reveal previously unknown or 
obscured features, in addition to providing hints towards the appears of the woods in 
the past.  

6.59. In developing restoration proposals for the cascades, it has become apparent that the 
upstream water management infrastructure is critical to balancing an attractive and 
functional flow with limiting water loading on fragile structures. Again, further 
research and mapping is required to accurately determine the implications of 
restoration 

6.60. In light of this, a number of priorities for further research have emerged and are as 
follows: 

• tree survey of the estate, concentrating on species, age structure and 
correspondence to historic features; 

• survey of the ‘soft’ landscape features relating to the designed landscape; 

• greater need for consultation and negotiation with all landowners to gain access; 

• survey and map the watercourses in Parkhill and Courtshaw Wood, working with 
a hydraulic engineering expert to determine rates of flow and potential 
remediation; 

• detailed bat surveys of the artificial cave and ice-house will be required as a 
priority. 
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7. POLICIES AND PROPOSALS 

7.1. The following section outlines the policy framework and rationale which will inform 
the conservation, access and interpretation measures to be implemented for the 
heritage features in the project area. 

A VISION FOR THE CASTLE SEMPLE ESTATE 
7.2. The Castle Semple Estate will provide high quality recreation and educational experiences, 

highlighting and promoting access to its unique historic environment 

PHILOSOPHY OF CONSERVATION 
7.3. Built heritage is one of the main channels through which we can understand the lives, 

experiences, aspirations and achievements of past generations. Architecture often 
creates a common thread of meaning which can provide insights into many aspects of 
life which may not be readily apparent from documentary sources. The preservation 
of the built legacy of our forebears is desirable from an emotional, academic and 
aesthetic perspective, maintaining the intellectual and social connection with our past. 
Unlike written history, built heritage can be more readily interpreted and contested 
by the layperson, making it more readily accessible, evocative and ‘real.’  

7.4. Although it is tempting to think of ‘restoring’ historic structures to ‘their former 
glory’ for these reasons – particularly in relation to monuments of high architectural 
or historical value – a number of universal truths must be acknowledged: 

• all monuments are unique, and are therefore irreplaceable; 

• structures, as they are exposed to the elements, will have a finite life without 
intervention – this should be accepted, as processes of decay contribute much to 
the character of buildings and ruins; 

• conservation measures must strike a balance between prolonging the life of a 
monument and being so invasive as to detract from its character and essential 
qualities; 

• conservation measures should always be aimed at the lowest level of intervention 
consistent with stabilising the monument; 

• all works of conservation should aim to be reversible (to an extent that is 
compatible with ensuring the structure’s continued stability); 

• conservation interventions cannot be considered to be a ‘once-and-for-all’ 
solution as processes of decay can be retarded but never halted – maintenance 
will always be necessary, regardless of how radical a solution is proposed; 

7.5. These factors, along with the extensive experience of the project team, have been 
used to inform the proposed conservation measures for the built heritage of the 
Castle Semple estate. 
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7.6. For the majority of features in the project area, a ‘conservation as found’ 
approach is by far the most appropriate, cost-effective and interesting method of 
preserving their value. 

7.7. As many assets are, in themselves, of relatively low value but gain significance when 
viewed as part of a wider system or landscape, the scenic value of preserving them as 
‘picturesque ruins’ often outweighs the need for more comprehensive restoration. 
Such features also serve to emphasise the antiquity of the landscapes and also, on a 
more subjective level, re-forge the links with 18th century Romanticism which gave 
rise to much of the surviving designed landscape.  

7.8. Historic Scotland’s guidance states that ‘conservation should always be aimed at the 
lowest level of intervention that is consistent with achieving a monument’s stability42’ and 
this, along with the principles outlined above, inform our strategy. 

7.9. Clearly, such an approach cannot be applied to all sites as some, particularly those of 
high significance and in an unstable state, may merit a more restorative or actively 
interventionist approach. However, it is a proven technique which has been 
successfully applied on a range of other high profile projects. We believe it is a 
desirable approach for Castle Semple as it presents opportunities to preserve and 
enhance the character of the monuments, while also preserving intact archaeological 
evidence.  

CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT, ACCESS AND 
INTERPRETATION POLICIES 

7.10. The following policy framework is structured by landscape grouping or, where 
desirable, by individual sites. A set of objectives encompassing restoration, 
management, access and interpretation will then be outlined, along with any capital 
works required to bring them to fruition. 

7.11. By using a broadly thematic approach in creating the policy framework, it is hoped 
that a greater degree of integration will be achieved between the policy strands. 

7.12. The proposals for landscaping and planting are broadly in line with the emergent 
Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park Woodland Management Plan for Parkhill, and where 
appropriate were formulated in discussion with Park staff. 

 

                                            

42 The Conservation of Architectural Ancient Monuments in Scotland – Guidance on Principles 
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The Peel Tower 

Objectives 

7.13. The Peel Tower, as one of the project area’s nationally significant assets, should be: 

• Fully stabilised to ensure public safety and to secure the long-term future of the 
monument; 

• Protected from further damage, including vandalism, erosion and the 
potential effects of climate change; 

• Enhanced through sensitive landscape design, woodland management and 
vegetation control; 

• Highlighted through key views and managed to reinstate important sight-
lines; 

• Promoted as befits its nationally significant status through the provision of 
fixed and flexible interpretation; 

• Opened up through innovative access measures, possibly including boat 
trips, construction of boardwalks or occasional guided tours. 

7.14. In order to implement these objectives, a range of measures must be implemented, 
including: 

Conservation Measures 

7.15. Given the significance of the Peel Tower and the level of damage it has sustained, a 
range of engineering, conservation and landscaping techniques should be applied to 
secure its future and enhance its appearance: 

• removal of trees and intrusive vegetation to stabilise structure and prevent 
further damage; 

• shoring – possibly permanent – of standing walls. This could be sympathetically 
designed in a form of masonry infills, timber or discrete steel elements; 

• dry pinning of the larger unstable stones; 

• mortar consolidation of the wall cores and surviving architectural features (such 
as the gunports and quoins) to slow down rate of loss; 

• burying of some areas of collapse to stabilise and preserve the tumbled masonry 
and to soften the stark groundscape; 

• archaeological investigation of tumble layers and interior deposits, and supervision 
of all engineering and landscaping work; 
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• consultation with Historic Scotland on possible solutions, in additional to the 
usual SMC procedures, will be essential to arrive to a good conservation 
approach for each element. 

7.16. A purely ‘as found’ approach is not a suitable for the Peel Tower as the level of 
damage and risk to the public – in addition to the site’s historical importance – 
dictate a more robust treatment. 

Access and Interpretation 

7.17. The site clearly deserves some measure of interpretation to convey its historical 
importance and associations. Its location and fragility are not conducive to large 
numbers of on-site visitors. However, its relatively close proximity to the Castle 
Semple Centre, along with clear sight-lines (in the event of vegetation being cleared) 
presents a significant opportunity for interpretation at a distance. Although 
interpretation boards are not our favoured method of presenting sites to the public, 
in this case they can provide a suitable outlet for historical detail and possible 
reconstruction drawings to illustrate the site’s original appearance and landscape 
context. 

7.18. In addition to the site’s historical value, it offers considerable potential to enhance 
public understanding of medieval technology and construction techniques.  

7.19. As suggested below, it may be worth limiting access to the Peel Tower to guided 
events where Park Rangers can ensure no further damage to the fabric of the 
monument occurs.  

Landscape Works 

7.20. As noted above, there is a strong need for vegetation management, particularly in 
relation to removing trees to save the structure and to create lines of sight to 
strategic visitor locations. 

7.21. This should be augmented with the establishment of appropriate loch margin and 
ground cover species. The potential of covering the wallheads and interior of the 
Tower with geotextile and turf should also be investigated as a means to both 
stabilise and preserve the stonework, while maintaining the impression of nature 
‘reclaiming’ the building and enhancing its scenic properties. Such an approach is 
frequently used by Historic Scotland on ancient monuments, ranging from Iron Age 
roundhouses to medieval castles. 

Benefits 

7.22. As a nationally significant monument, the continued survival of the Peel Tower should 
be a prerequisite in the development of any heritage strategy for the Castle Semple 
Estate. Currently, the monument is largely obscured by damaging vegetation, is not 
accessible to the public and its considerable historic interest is not interpreted. Given 
its proximity to the car park of the Castle Semple Centre and the excellent sight lines 
afforded across the loch, the experience of even the most passive visitor to the area 
would be improved. Similarly, if the importance of the monument was highlighted, it 
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may also introduce a greater element of responsibility to those who visit the site 
while fishing. 

Outline Costs 

7.23. Given the extremely difficult access to the site and the attitude of the contractor to 
the risks of working in such location, the costs of the conservation works should be 
anticipated to be high with the access/risk element even up to 50% of the total value 
of work. This cost however could be controlled and reduced through an innovative 
approach to the contract/procurement.  The budget for the purely masonry works is 
likely to be in the range of £100,000 + VAT, with another up to £60,000 + VAT 
associated with vegetation management, landscape improvement, risks and access. 

The Cascades Complex 

7.24. Forming the most compact, picturesque and significant landscape grouping, the 
cascade and fishpond system and the ice-house and artificial cave are a fine and easily 
accessible examples of Georgian ‘landscapes of leisure.’ The needs and vulnerabilities 
of the sites involved vary considerably, but their coherence as a landscape system 
necessitates their treatment as a group. 

Objectives 

7.25. The monuments of the ‘Cascades Complex’ should be safeguarded and enhanced by: 

• Restoring the Upper Cascade to its original state; 

• Stabilising the Middle and Lower Cascades to arrest their decline and 
preserve its interesting architectural features; 

• Applying a restorative approach to the ice-house to preserve its high 
quality features; 

• Protecting the ice-house and artificial cave from misuse and anti-social 
behaviour; 

• Enhancing the setting of the monument group through woodland management 
and planting and the installation of sensitive access controls; 

• Restoring the quality of the watercourse to contribute to the setting of the 
monuments and to reinstate an element of functionality to the cascades; 

• Present the monuments in a sensitive and flexible manner; 

• Develop strategies for maximising the potential of the monuments. 

Conservation Measures 

7.26. A combination of ‘conservation as found’ and more active methods of intervention 
will have to be applied to secure the above objectives: 
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 Upper Cascade 

• apply a restorative approach to the stonework and abutment walling, replacing 
missing stones where necessary (using appropriately sourced material); 

• cut back and remove vegetation and consolidate masonry; 

 Middle Cascade 

• interim rescue attempt should be made to stabilise the leaning and dislodged 
masonry – possibly using hydraulic rams to push the stones back into place 
and shoring the reinstated structure; 

• clear the structure of vegetation and consolidate eroded masonry; 

• re-align the arches; 

• re-align bowing and subsiding masonry (some rebuilding may be required); 

• improve/train waterway; 

 Lower Cascade 

• remove very loose pieces of masonry; 

• cut back surrounding vegetation to improve visibility of the monument; 

• remove intrusive vegetation; 

• dry pinning of very loose stones, using coarse sand to fill voids; 

• ‘train’ watercourse to limit the effects of water erosion; 

 Ice-house 

• Bat surveys to establish use and function of the site, and to establish need for 
a Scottish Government licence in advance of any invasive work; 

• vegetation clearance and a tree root control measures; 

• new roof covering (consider exposed or a turf roof), protecting barriers 
preventing stepping onto the roof; 

• localised repointing externally and internally; 

• new gate; 

 Artificial Cave 

• Bat surveys to establish use and function of the site, and to establish need for 
a Scottish Government licence in advance of any invasive work; 

• remove vegetation around entrance to enhance views; 

• install access control – suitable for allowing access by bats. 
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Access and Interpretation 

7.27. As the cascades complex is located in very close proximity to the core path network, 
the potential for increasing access is considerable. The SUSTRANS cycleway is less 
than 100m away and the main path from Courtshaw Wood passes within a few 
metres of the complex. However, some effort will be required to bring the path 
along the side of the fishponds up to an acceptable standard, clearing vegetation and 
creating more substantial footways.  

7.28. Access should be restricted to the interiors of the artificial cave and especially the 
ice-house as they represent potential health and safety threats. Similarly, as the sites 
may be important roost sites for bats, public access would not be desirable. 

7.29. Although the landscape is significant, we would argue that on-site interpretation may 
detract from the scenic value of what is a relatively constrained series of views. It 
would perhaps be better to explain the conceptual value of the designed landscape 
features through a freely available publication which could explore the estate in its 
entirety.  

Landscape Works 

7.30. Sensitive landscaping and planting could also be advantageous in controlling access, 
establishing views and stabilising parts of structures. To this end, we would propose 
commissioning detailed landscape designs, incorporating the whole complex. These 
should include reinstating and relining the fishponds, restructuring the existing trees 
and planting new specimens to more formally delineate the area. This should be 
accompanied by appropriate planting, drawing on established patterns of 18th century 
landscape design.  

7.31. The surviving estate plans and gardener’s ledger will be instrumental in selecting 
appropriate species and integrating the new works within the original landscape 
design. However, it is likely that the creativity of the appointed landscape architects 
would be the dominant factor in any design, as the plans contain little specific detail 
given their scale. 

7.32. On a more basic level, controlling the rampant bramble growth around the cascades 
is a primary issue, as is removing invading rhododendrons. Currently, there is a 
quantity of possibly farm-related detritus, including oil drums and scrap metal, which 
should be disposed of in line with pollution control legislation. There may be further 
issues associated with such material, depending on their contents and any subsequent 
discoveries. 

7.33. Additional work which will be necessary to reinstate the cascades will involve the 
restoration and repair of the canalised watercourses diverted from the Blackditch 
Burn. This would include: 

• reinstatement of the historic weir on Blackditch Burn; 

• vegetation clearance and upgrading of watercourse; 

• excavating silt and re-lining fishponds; 
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• downstream watercourse investigation; 

• consultation with SEPA and SNH to ensure no adverse impacts on Castle Semple 
Loch; 

• consultation with property owners regarding access to drainage outfalls and 
subterranean watercourses.  

Benefits 

7.34. As noted above, this complex of sites and designed landscape features are very 
conveniently located in close proximity to the access network. There are few steep 
gradients and, although some path building may be necessary, such measures should 
allow a wide range of users to access the area.  

7.35. Despite the fact that this group of assets is amongst the most significant on the 
estate, they are currently inaccessible to the public and go unrecognised and 
unappreciated. As a system, their historic, scenic and sensory values are very high and 
can contribute much to the story of the estate. At present, there are virtually no 
elements of the 18th century built heritage that is readily accessible as most legible 
features are in private ownership. In the ‘Cascades Complex’ the Regional Park has a 
superb asset which can convey the wealth and technical skill required to reshape the 
landscape as well as providing a visually and intellectually satisfying visitor experience. 

Priority 

7.36.  As perhaps the most significant landscape grouping of sites on the estate, we would 
therefore recommend that the conservation and landscape enhancement of the 
cascades complex be considered to be a very high priority. 

Outline Costs 

7.37. The anticipated budget required to carry out the basic conservation for the requisite 
sites (as listed above) will be in the range of £125,000 + VAT which allows for some 
watercourse training but does not allow for pond clearance or re-lining.   

7.38. The approximate costs for detailed landscape design would be in the region of 
£20,000 with a further £15,000 for plant hire and materials. We would also advise 
allocating a budget of £20,000 for risk and contingencies.   

7.39. It may be prudent to commission specialist hydrological studies to ensure that any 
proposed conservation and restoration work will not have an adverse environmental 
impact and that flow rates in the watercourses are sufficient to produce the desired 
effects.  An estimated sum of £15,000 could be allocated from the overall 
contingency fund to cover this eventuality.  This work should also be able to 
determine the condition of the fishponds and develop costs for technical solutions for 
the removal and safe disposal of silt. 
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Kenmure Hill 

Objectives 

7.40. The Kenmure Hill outlook tower (‘temple’) and deer park are slightly removed from 
the rest of the designed landscape and have a distinct character. The Fancy Bridge, 
located at the foot of the hill, articulates with the rest of the designed landscape by 
way of the main carriage-drive of which it was once part. Policies to protect and 
enhance the assets are as follows: 

• Protect the interior of the ‘Temple’ from further damage from livestock; 

• Ensure the ‘Temple’ retains its high quality appearance and good 
condition; 

• Consolidate and protect the structure of Fancy Bridge; 

• Explore the potential for landscape scale interpretation; 

Conservation measures 

 ‘Temple’ 

• remove vegetation growth and seal wallheads; 

• install gate to prevent livestock access (original ironwork still in place). 

7.41. As the ‘Temple’ is in good condition, it requires very little intervention as its value 
lies in its striking setting and the potential for interpretation of the wider landscape. 

7.42. Given its excellent condition, there is no reason why a new roof structure could not 
be considered for the ‘Temple’ should this part of the access network prove to be 
successful. 

 Fancy Bridge 

• cut back vegetation growing on and around bridge; 

• arrest further loss of parapet and spandrels by: 

o consolidating joints; 

o clearing off wallheads and building up parapets to retain trackway; 

o repair wing walls and spandrels; 

• ‘train’ waterway around structure to limit potential for water damage and 
erosion; 

• repointing of voussoirs to restrict vegetation growth; 

• the waterway should be comprehensively investigated and all stone 
fragments recovered. These should then be used in the restoration 
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work. (Even if restoration work is not carried out, recovering the stonework 
should be conducted as a matter of urgency). 

7.43. The aim of the conservation work on the Fancy Bridge would again be to ‘freeze’ the 
structure (almost) in its current state and limit the potential for any further decline.  
The load bearing capacity of the bridge is unknown.  Use by vehicles may be 
damaging. 

 

 Alternative Solution 

7.44. Although Fancy Bridge is not, in itself, part of the access network, a restoration 
scheme for the Fancy Bridge may be possible. 

7.45. In addition to the measures outlined above, new stonework would have to be 
sourced and carved to the precise specifications of the original. Using historic 
photographs (from the 1907 Sale Catalogue for the Estate) it would be possible to 
commission new cast-ironwork to replace the missing balustrades. 

Access and Interpretation 

7.46. Kenmure Hill is easily accessible from the core path network, and the newly-
completed section around the base of the hill now allows access from the 
SUSTRANS cycle network. 

7.47. The panoramic views afforded by the site’s hilltop location create a range of 
opportunities for interpretation – particularly in examining the ways in which the 
landscape has changed throughout the estate’s history. This would perhaps be best 
executed through the judicious use of permanently installed boards, which should 
also draw out the motivations behind the creation of the deer park. 

7.48. As historic photographs of the Fancy Bridge are readily available these should be 
incorporated in centralised interpretation facilities and trail leaflets. These sources 
should also be used to inform any restoration work undertaken. 

Benefits 

7.49. The Kenmure Hill area is not heavily used by visitors at present. The development of 
a new section of paths as part of an earlier phase of the SRANI project has created a 
new length of path, linking the area to the SUSTRANS cycleway and to the wider 
Core Path Network. This should encourage more use of the area and encourage 
people to take in the views from the summit of the hill and to appreciate the historic 
sites. 

7.50. Interpreting the way in which the landscape has evolved through time must be a key 
aspect of presenting the Castle Semple Estate to the public, and the views from 
Kenmure Hill offer perhaps the best opportunities for such an endeavour. Promoting 
this area is particularly significant, as the ‘Temple’ is the most visible aspect of the 
historic environment for prospective visitors passing by both road and rail. As such, 
people should be encouraged to visit this ‘ambassador’ site. The additional 
understanding and appreciation of the historic landscape and cultural heritage which 
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this could convey would dramatically enhance the visitor experience. However, it 
should be acknowledged that this location will not be accessible by all potential 
visitors, given the relatively steep gradient of the hill and the lack of a formal path.  

7.51. Furthermore, this location lies within an area of working pasture and any proposals 
would have to be agreed with the landowners and be safe for cattle. For example, it 
is unlikely that a piece of interpretive sculpture would be suitable in this area, given 
the propensity of cattle to use any convenient upstanding object as a scratching post!  

Priority 

7.52. We would recommend that the minimum consolidation work on Fancy Bridge be 
considered a Medium-High priority. The minimal remedial works required on the 
‘Temple’ should be considered to be a relatively low priority, as the building is not at 
immediate risk. However, any significant delays (e.g. 5 years or more) in 
commissioning the work will inevitably result in higher long term costs as vegetation 
growth and water penetration will take their toll. 

Outline Costs 

7.53. A budget of around £5000 + VAT should be allowed to complete the required 
works on the ‘Temple.’ 

7.54. A further £25,000 + VAT (assuming skilled and experienced masons are appointed 
as contractors) should be allocated for works to the Fancy Bridge. Should a 
restorative option be preferred, costs are likely to rise to around £45,000 + VAT, 
given the level of work required and the specialist craft skills involved. 

Parkhill 

7.55. The Parkhill grotto has considerable potential for restoration and adaption. Although 
its current condition is relatively good, the appearance of the structure could be 
greatly enhanced through subtle intervention. The setting of the monument makes a 
major contribution to creating the peaceful, secluded feel that is key to the area’s 
character. These qualities can be maximised by: 

• Ensuring the stability of the existing structure; 

• Exploring options for enhancement; 

• Improving setting through landscape design and planting; 

• Establishing key views through the woodland. 

7.56. As noted elsewhere, it is likely that the grotto has been rebuilt relatively recently and, 
as such any structural problems are likely to emanate from the use of inappropriate 
materials. This can be relatively easily remedied, securing the structure for the 
foreseeable future and opening up further options for use and enhancement. 
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Conservation Measures 

7.57. When built, the grotto was intended as a secluded, rustic retreat in the ‘wilderness’ 
of the policy woodland, it is therefore essential – particularly in light of its use by the 
Semple Family Society – that it retains this character. 

 Grotto 

• the debate here will be whether to remove existing cement pointing and repoint 
the masonry in lime. Although in terms of pure conservation approach, this would 
be the preferred option, we believe that the cement work is so extensive and in 
relatively good condition that any removal is likely to cause extensive damage to 
the masonry; 

o we would recommend replacing the concrete lintel above the main entrance, 
as it jars with the generally rustic appearance of the structure. A suitable 
timber member should therefore be sourced and installed as part of the 
conservation work – we would suggest that, if possible, local timber should be 
used to maintain the environmental credentials of the project; 

• we therefore conclude that the repairs should be limited to removal of the 
vegetation and repointing of localised, currently failing areas; 

• repair to the wallheads – either turf capping or rough racking (to stop water 
pooling and penetrating the wall core); 

• providing narrow strip of gravel around the external face of masonry base to slow 
down vegetation growth; 

• possibly consider erection of some sort of roof structure to create a shelter – 
wallheads appear sufficiently sound to allow this.  

Access and Interpretation 

7.58. Parkhill is well connected to the wider project area by the well-established path 
network and is already a popular part of the Semple Trail. It is likely that little 
enhancement of this access is necessary and efforts should instead centre on 
interpreting the designed landscape centrally and through waymarked trails. It may be 
desirable to widen the paths in strategic areas to form resting places, and also to 
facilitate access for less able visitors. 

7.59. The summit of Parkhill, as previously noted, provides excellent views of the southern 
portion of the estate and the village, presenting further opportunities of larger-scale 
interpretation of the processes involved in shaping the landscape. However, space on 
the summit is currently limited by vegetation growth. It may be necessary to thin out 
some existing shrubs to facilitate the installation of any interpretation facilities, or to 
consider alternate methods of presentation. 

Landscape Works 

7.60. The ‘bowl’ landscape in which the grotto and its artificial pond sit is, after the 
Cascades complex, the best example of the ‘landscapes of leisure’ that survive. The 
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tranquil and carefully constructed ‘wilderness’ feel of the area is a key feature of 
Parkhill and adds much to the visitor experience. However, the species mix and 
planting structure are currently somewhat monotonic, except in the spring when wild 
bluebells and planted daffodils provide much-needed splashes of colour. Planting or 
encouraging native woodland flowers and sensitive use of appropriate, non-invasive, 
cultivated species should improve the year-round appearance of the area. 

7.61. It is likely that some canopy thinning or felling may be required to allow more light 
into the pond itself, which currently appears somewhat devoid of plant life. This 
would also limit the amount of leaf litter falling into the pond. 

7.62. The veteran and specimen trees in the Parkhill area, notably the veteran sessile oaks, 
turkey oak and balsam poplar also add interest to the area and should perhaps be 
added to any ‘tree trails’ demarcated within the woodland area.  

Outline Costs 

7.63. The budget for this work should not exceed £8,000 + VAT, exclusive of any new 
roof structure. Should this be desired, a further £10,000 + VAT should be allocated 
for the design and construction of a sensitive, innovative roof structure which could 
echo the original (conjectural) vaulted roof in modern, environmentally sound 
materials.  

7.64. This would present an exciting opportunity to install interpretive facilities and make 
use of the atmospheric qualities of the asset and the place for artistic, story-telling or 
musical events for schools, community groups and the general public.  

7.65. A further budget of £10,000 should be allocated for landscape works and planting. 

Estate Walls 

7.66. Although perhaps less glamorous than other sites in the project area, the estate walls, 
as previously noted, perform an important role in tying the whole designed landscape 
together and delineating the extent of the historical policies. It is one of the most 
visible monuments from outside the boundaries of the estate and is essential in 
informing the character of the surrounding area. 

7.67. Its varying states of repair reveal different patterns of ownership and land use since 
the dissolution of the estate in the 1920’s. Consequently, it has varying conservation 
requirements, a situation which is further complicated by the mixed ownership of the 
asset. 
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7.68. However, only the sections of the wall enclosing the western end of Parkhill and 
containing the ornamental well (indicated in figure 39) are priorities for SRANI. 

7.69. Policy objectives for the estate walls should include: 

• Arresting further decline of the priority sections of the asset; 

• Securing the future of the ornamental well; 

• Highlighting the policy walls in landscape interpretation strategies; 

• Building partnerships with landowners to promote responsible management 
of estate features. 

Conservation Measures 

7.70. In order to accomplish these aims, a number of conservation measures could be 
implemented: 

• conduct or commission a full structural survey of the priority sections of the 
estate walls; 

• ‘rescue’ the ornamental well by: 

o pushing displaced stones back into place; 

o recovering and replacing fallen lintel; 

Figure 42: Estate walls - showing priority sections 
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o replacing and dry pinning / lime mortaring missing masonry adjacent to the 
well’s pilasters. 

Additional Possibilities 

7.71. The potential to expand the path network from Parkhill to the Johnshill viewpoint 
(for which a carpark, bench and poetry-inscribed stone are already in place) has been 
raised by Regional Park staff. This would offer valuable access to the woodland area 
without necessitating a relatively long circular walk from the Castle Semple Centre. 
There is already a breach in the policy walls at this point, and repairs could take the 
form of the construction of an archway (preferably in pointed neo-Gothic style, to 
match the other formal entrances) to facilitate access. A specially commissioned 
wrought-iron gate or timber doors could also be installed to manage access and add 
interest.  

7.72. Some groundworks and a small bridge may be required to smooth the gradient and 
cross sizeable ditches.  

Outline Costs 

7.73. It is not currently possible to place an accurate cost on stabilising the estate wall, as it 
is necessary to secure agreement from landowners for surveys and to discuss how 
funding will be secured. However, a reasonable estimate based on around 5% of the 
total length requiring extensive rebuilding and a further 10% requiring stabilisation 
would be in the region of £48,000 + VAT.  

7.74. The construction of a gateway, groundworks and associated ancillary manufacture 
(gate and bridge) is likely to add a further £25,000 + VAT.  

INTERPRETATION OPTIONS 
7.75. As noted in the site and landscape-specific sections, a range of interpretative options 

are available on the Castle Semple Estate, such is the quality and diversity of the built 
heritage record. 

7.76. Drawing on some of the ideas outlined in the SRANI Interpretive Masterplan, 
we would propose the following options as meriting further exploration: 

• updating and raising the profile of fixed interpretation in the Castle Semple 
Centre; 

• build on the existing waymarked trails on the core path network, providing 
enhanced literature and mapping – presented in a thematic manner to avoid 
‘overload’ and to enable people to explore the features that interest them; 

• consider building on the availability of handheld GPS units at the Castle Semple 
Centre in providing ‘geocache’ trails to highlight sites monuments and areas of 
natural heritage interest that are ‘off the beaten track’; 

• consider the possibility of using multimedia facilities – such as downloadable mP3 
or ‘podcast’ tracks – to add value and detail to the waymarked trails. (Also 
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potentially adds value to the visitor experience for blind or partially sighted 
visitors): 

o clear opportunities exist for combining the creation of audio guides with a 
programme of oral history recording – possibly as a method of engagement 
with local schools; 

• develop a range of thematic walking tours in partnership with local experts to tie 
in with events such as Scottish Archaeology Month: 

o use as opportunities for local people to access some of the more ‘difficult’ 
sites, such as the Peel Tower; 

• contract (possibly local) artist to produce ‘idealised landscape’ illustrations for use 
in interpreting the development of the landscape: 

o would have to be done in conjunction with qualified landscape archaeologist / 
historian to ensure the veracity of the illustrations; 

• seek to attract high profile artists to produce quality pieces of public art for the 
locations identified in the Interpretive Masterplan; 

• work with local craftspeople in developing innovative interpretation facilities, to 
improve on standard, and often unattractive, interpretation boards: 

o the quality of interpretation facilities must do justice to the quality of the 
historic environment; 

• developing areas of sensory planting on or close to easily accessible routes. 

OUTLINING PRIORITIES 
7.77. Although the SRANI partnership is ultimately responsible for making decisions on 

which proposals to take forward, it is important for us to highlight the features which 
are most in need of attention and would benefit most from conservation 
interventions.  

7.78. To this end, the table below indicates the consequences of inaction for each historic 
asset and suggests a priority level for intervention. 

 Table 7.1: Consequences of inaction on built heritage features 

Site Potential consequences of inaction Suggested priority 
level 
(Low - Very High) 

Peel Tower It is likely that, in the event of no conservation works 
being undertaken, that the tower will continue to 
deteriorate apace. Intrusive tree growth will result in 
the loss of significant architectural features – notably 
the gunports. 

Further collapse from the surviving wall-faces will 
result in the structure becoming less legible, and also 
will expose the wall core to weathering and erosion. 

As a nationally significant Scheduled Ancient 

Very High 
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Site Potential consequences of inaction Suggested priority 
level 
(Low - Very High) 

Monument, a ‘do-nothing’ option should not be 
considered. 

Top Cascade Continued spalling of masonry and increased 
vegetation damage will result from inaction. 

Structural deterioration is likely to be relatively slow, 
although this would have potentially severe effects, 
given the size of the pond retained by the cascade 
wall 

High 

Middle Cascade The inherent instability of the arch and upstream 
walling are likely to result in at least partial collapse 
of the structure within a relatively short space of 
time. Similarly, major vegetation intrusions continue 
to represent a major threat to structural integrity. 

As this monument has reached a critical stage in its 
deterioration, we would argue that a ‘do-nothing’ 
option is not advisable. 

Very High 

Lower Cascade This structure is already in very poor condition, 
having partially collapsed. Continued exposure to the 
elements and the erosive effects of the watercourse 
will continue to degrade the remaining structural 
elements, eventually obscuring the terminal basin 
feature. 

Similarly, unchecked tree growth will continue to 
dislodge masonry and hasten the decline. 

High 

Ice House Although the ice-house is in largely good condition, 
there are a number of issues which may combine to 
produce serious impacts in the medium to longer 
term. 

As noted above, the cement cap on the structure’s 
roof is lifting and allowing water penetration, causing 
leaching of salts into the masonry and brickwork. 
Expansion of these salt crystals will begin to damage 
the structure if left unchecked. Similarly, the use of 
cement mortar on the facade is already resulting in 
the formation of voids and will worsen with time. 

Tree root penetration is also likely to become an 
issue within a relatively short space of time. 

Medium 

Artificial Cave Although the cave is in superficially good condition, 
the level of vegetation growth around the feature is 
likely to be causing damage to any built elements. 
Similarly, unchecked water penetration is likely to 
have negative effects on the interior 

Medium-Low 
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Site Potential consequences of inaction Suggested priority 
level 
(Low - Very High) 

Kenmure Hill 
‘Temple’ belvedere 
/ gazebo 

The Kenmure ‘Temple’ is in good condition overall 
and will take a considerable length of time to degrade 
significantly. However, leaving the wallheads unsealed 
will allow water penetration into the wall core, 
hastening leaching of mortar and creating conditions 
which may result in spalling and loss of stonework. 
Vegetation growth is also a significant risk. 

Similarly, the interior is at risk of further damage 
from livestock. 

Low 

Fancy Bridge The bridge arch appears to be relatively stable at 
present. However, without detailed structural survey 
of the stonework and its foundations it is impossible 
to accurately judge its load-bearing capacity. While 
any vehicular use of the bridge appears to be 
infrequent at worst, there is the potential for 
continued damage in this respect. 

Similarly, water erosion of the masonry joints 
represents a threat to overall stability. There is the 
risk of further loss of stonework relating to the use 
of the bridge as a strainer for a post and wire fence. 
There is considerable potential for intrusive 
vegetation growth into the structure, facilitate by the 
turf growth on the roadway. 

Delays in tackling the conservation of the bridge may 
result in further loss of stonework and obscuring of 
currently visible fallen masonry through silting and/or 
vegetation growth. 

Medium-High 

Deer Dyke The dyke is subject to heavy, but relatively small-
scale, vegetation growth. In time, this will gradually 
displace stonework and mask the feature from view. 
Similarly, continued silting of the ditch will result in 
more vigorous vegetation growth, further reducing 
the visual legibility of the structure. 

Medium 

Grotto The structure is currently in reasonable condition, 
but the use of cement mortar in restoration and the 
unsealed wallheads will result in continued water 
penetration, salt precipitation and deposition and 
damage to stonework. This will ultimately result in 
structural failure of the bonding. 

The concrete lintels on the windows and main 
entrance are also likely to become an issue. The 
entrance lintel – which appears to span much too 
wide an opening for its apparent slenderness – is 
already cracked and is leaching salts. Catastrophic 
failure of this structural member represents a serious 
threat. 

Since this is such a well used feature and is located on 
one of the most popular parts of the path network, 
the risks to public safety should not be 
underestimated. 

High 
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Site Potential consequences of inaction Suggested priority 
level 
(Low - Very High) 

Estate Walls The priority sections of the wall are in relatively poor 
condition, with areas of partial collapse, bowing and 
large numbers of missing stones. The creation of a 
new access route through an existing area of collapse 
may help to reduce costs in stabilising the asset. 

The ornamental well is also in poor condition and the 
relatively limited interventions required to stabilise it 
should be considered a priority.   

Medium-High 

 
7.79. Clearly, it is not possible to accurately predict the patterns of decay of historic 

buildings. The conclusions drawn above are based on the project team’s knowledge 
and experience of monuments in the field and take only established patterns of decay 
into account. Additional risk factors such as flooding (for lochside monuments such 
as the Peel Tower and the Fancy Bridge) should also be considered, particularly in 
light of the likely effects of climate change in the west of Scotland. The increased 
incidence of severe weather events and an overall increase in precipitation creates 
additional risk of inundation or surge damage from watercourses. This, and improved 
growing conditions for certain species, may result in accelerated moisture 
penetration of structures and more vigorous vegetation growth. 

7.80. The impacts detailed above should therefore be taken as indicative, but give an 
impression of the threat levels on the Castle Semple Estate. Other issues, such as 
development pressure should not present a significant threat, given the area’s 
designation as greenbelt in the Renfrewshire Local Plan.  

OTHER FEATURES WORTHY OF ATTENTION 
7.81. There are a number of other features on the estate which, although they require no 

conservation interventions, make valuable contributions to the historic environment.  

7.82. Perhaps that with the greatest landscape impact, but most easily overlooked, is the 
former railway line which forms the SUSTRANS cycleway. 

7.83. Its value in juxtaposing the ‘modern’ with the ancient is a valuable tool in explaining 
the changing priorities and pressures facing the estate during relatively recent history. 
Similarly, the fact that much of it is cut into solid rock creates a very particular 
atmosphere and heightens the importance of the rare views out of the cutting – most 
notably of the loch and the Collegiate Church. The relatively monotonic experience 
of passing through the cutting could be meaningfully enlivened by the installation of 
sculptures, innovative landscape art (perhaps drawing on the work of sculptors such 
as Richard Long, who stress the linear experience of moving through a landscape) or 
planting regimes. Features such as drainage cascades and surviving railway features 
should be presented where desirable. 

7.84. The Castle Semple railway bridge is the most obvious feature worthy of 
attention, given its considerable architectural quality and its role as a key landmark on 
the cycleway. Although structurally sound, there is evidence of water damage – in the 
form of spalling/contour scaling masonry and extensive salt deposition on the intrados 
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(interior surface) of the brick arch. Similarly, extensive ivy growth on the structure is 
likely to have negative effects on the stonework, as well as obscuring the extent of 
other issues.  There are potential issues with the drainage of the cycleway running 
over the bridge, as the camber of the surface will inevitably lead to water pooling and 
penetration at the junctions of the tarmac surface and the stonework.  

7.85. As the asset is not in local authority ownership, a partnership approach with 
SUSTRANS will be required to balance the needs of the National Cycle Network 
with the long-term conservation requirements of the bridge.  The scope of this study, 
and the access constraints imposed by the location of the asset, did not allow for 
sufficiently detailed investigation to develop an accurately costed proposal to 
conserve the bridge.  We would therefore advise SRANI to work with SUSTRANS in 
securing funding for a comprehensive investigation of the bridge to determine the 
level of intervention required to arrest the decline of the monument while 
maintaining the functionality of the cycleway.    

7.86. Similarly, the Barr and Castle Semple Loch drainage infrastructure is a 
fascinating, although difficult, group of monuments. Presenting what amounts to a 
range of banks and water-filled ditches to the public is somewhat challenging and is 
undoubtedly best attempted at a landscape scale. By depicting how the landscape 
would have looked at particular stages (e.g. when both lochs were drained), the 
magnitude of the engineering works involved are more readily understood, along with 
the sheer quantity of resources mobilised in reshaping the landscape. Further 
remains, such as the Millbank meal mill and the Barr Loch sawmill can be 
presented in the context of the importance of water. This also offers further 
potential to explore the role of water power in the surrounding area and the 
importance of mills in building Renfrewshire’s economy.  

7.87. Additional funds should be allocated to producing a thematic guide to the water 
resources of the estate, looking at landscape, economic, heritage and biodiversity 
effects of water management. As the use of ‘trails’ is well established at Lochwinnoch, 
this would be a useful way of enabling people to explore this aspect of the estate. 
Given that it is such a significant aspect of the heritage, it would take people 
throughout the estate and expose them to a wide variety of heritage assets, habitats 
and species. It also provides ready-made opportunities to link the estate, via the Black 
Cart Water, to other heritage assets and initiatives throughout Renfrewshire. 

7.88. Discussions with Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park staff revealed that there was 
considerable interest in developing a reed bed habitat and water treatment facility at 
Blackditch Bay on the north side of Castle Semple Loch. In addition to creating 
valuable wetland habitat, this facility would mitigate the negative impact of nutrient-
rich water from the burn entering Castle Semple Loch, thereby assisting the recovery 
of the SSSI.  

7.89. Although there is no direct precedent for reed bed habitats in Castle Semple Loch, 
reeds grown around the margins of Barr Loch were, at one time, an important 
resource. We would argue that this development would be a significant addition to 
the estate’s habitat value, as well as enhancing its environmentally-friendly credentials. 
Such a project may be doubly important if the restoration of the Cascades and 
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associated infrastructure was to go ahead, as this may affect the levels of sediment 
and nutrient deposition.  

7.90. An estimated cost of £45,000 would seem like a reasonable allocation for pond 
creation and stocking. 
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POSSIBLE ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
7.91. Clearly, with any construction or restoration project there is the potential for adverse environmental impacts. Table 7.2 below 

outlines the type of effects that should be anticipated and possible mitigation measures. This should not be considered to be 
exhaustive, and more detailed assessments should be conducted at the detailed design stage.  

7.92. Such potential effects should also be considered by the SRANI Partnership when selecting conservation options to take forward. 

Table 7.2: Outline assessment of environmental effects 

Outline assessment of environmental effects 

Site Intervention Potential Impact Mitigation 

All works Difficult access to site – may require extensive 
use of boats / pontoons to move materials to 
site. 

Access and works should be carefully planned to 
minimise number of days on site and number of 
watercraft movements 

All works Potential disturbance to birds and otters As above, should also avoid sensitive times of 
year (e.g. breeding seasons; arrival of migrant 
species; bat hibernation) 

Vegetation removal Use of systemic weedkiller on intrusive trees Should be injected directly into stumps – no 
spraying. 

Hazardous materials should be stored and 
prepared off-site to minimise potential for 
pollution 

Structural interventions Voids may be used for nesting by birds, bats and 
small mammals 

Ecological surveys (with appropriate licences) 
should be conducted prior to any work 
commencing 

Structural intervention and consolidation Potential changes to the appearance of the 
monument 

Full standing building and archaeological 
recording should take place prior to work 
commencing. 

Peel Tower 

Void filling Imported material for filling voids (sand) could 
have an effect on soil and water chemistry 
through leaching 

pH neutral or locally appropriate material should 
be sourced, and use kept to a minimum 
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Outline assessment of environmental effects 

Site Intervention Potential Impact Mitigation 

Consolidation Use of lime mortar may have an effect on soil 
and water chemistry through spillage and 
leaching 

 

Burying rubble Effects on soil chemistry of imported soils /sand Geochemically and pedologically compatible 
material should be sourced. 

All works Potential alterations to appearance of 
monuments 

Full standing building surveys should be 
conducted prior to work commencing 

Clearing and relining ponds Increased flow rates 

 

 

Decreased sediment deposition 

 

Re-establishment of water, rather than marsh, 
ecosystem (gains for aquatic species and 
insectivorous birds) 

Survey of downstream infrastructure 

Consultation with SNH and SEPA regarding 
potential impacts on SSSI 

Potential to utilise lower fishpond for sediment 
settlement to buffer SSSI? 

 

Cascades 

Reinstatement of Blackditch Burn weir Increased flow rates through canalised 
watercourse 

• Increased erosion; 

• Increased sediment loading; 

• Increased mechanical pressure on 
cascade structures; 

• Increased pressure on stone culvert in 
Courtshaw Wood; 

• Increased flow through culvert adjacent 
to/under private dwellings on the site of 
Castle Semple House; 

 

Clearing and potentially improving watercourse: 

 

• Clay / stone lining to limit erosion and 
vegetation recolonisation; 

• Structural improvements to cascades 
should mitigate effects of increased 
loading; 

• Survey, recording and reinstatement of 
existing water management 
infrastructure; 

• Survey of downstream infrastructure 
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Outline assessment of environmental effects 

Site Intervention Potential Impact Mitigation 

Decreased flow rate in Blackditch Burn 

• Increased sediment deposition; 

• Formation of pool behind weir; 

• Increased control of water following 
severe weather events 

• Installation of proposed reed-bed 
system at Blackditch Bay would deal 
with potential nutrification from 
sediments 

Minor repairs Potential disturbance to bats Bat surveys by licensed professional; conduct 
works during least sensitive time of year. 

Scottish Government licence required IN 
ADVANCE of work 

Ice House and 
Artificial Cave 

Installation of gate Potential barrier to bat use Ensure design is sufficiently open to allow 
unfettered access by resident bat species – work 
must comply with established design 
specifications to allow bat use, but block 
potential predators such as stoats or rats 

Scottish Government licence required IN 
ADVANCE of work 

Kenmure Hill 
Outlook Tower 

Clearing and capping wallhead No anticipated environmental effects - 

Fancy Bridge Stonework recovery 

Reinstatement of masonry 

Potential restoration 

Risk of localised pollution from use of lime 
mortar 

Mortar should be mixed well away from 
watercourses; 

Minimum used where possible; 

Deer Dyke Vegetation clearance 

Masonry maintenance 

No anticipated environmental effects - 

Grotto Consolidation No anticipated environmental effects - 



 

SRANI Conservation Statement        November 2008 107 

Outline assessment of environmental effects 

Site Intervention Potential Impact Mitigation 

Potential reroofing (any roof structure may be used by nesting birds 
if not controlled) 

 

Rebuilding 

Consolidation 

No anticipated environmental  Estate Walls 

Arch and path construction Limited potential disturbance of wildlife Work should be conducted at least sensitive 
time of year (avoiding breeding seasons) 
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CONCLUSIONS & COST SUMMARY 
7.93. The proposals outlined above offer sufficient breadth and scope to both secure a 

sustainable future for the built heritage and to significantly enhance the visitor 
experience of the Castle Semple Estate.  

7.94. It is clear that only minimal interventions are required for the majority of the sites on 
the estate. This is entirely in keeping with current policy and thinking in building 
conservation circles and also preserves the all-important scenic value of the historic 
structures. Ironically, the sites where major interventions are required are also the 
most significant aspects of the surviving estate features. It is our opinion that, 
although the costs of stabilising and presenting the Peel Tower and cascades may be 
relatively high, it is undoubtedly necessary to fully convey the story of the estate and 
to preserve nationally significant heritage for future generations.  

7.95. The budget costs identified for the project are outlined below. Although the total 
cost of the basic conservation measures comes to an estimated £474,000 we would 
recommend allocating at least an additional 20% of the capital cost to cover risk and 
contingencies – which are often a major factor when dealing with unstable and 
unpredictable historic structures – bringing the total to £568,800.  

Table 7.3: Outline costings 

Site / cost Conservation Contingency/Risk/ 
Access 

Landscape Site total 

Peel Tower  £  100,000.00   £                      60,000.00    £160,000.00  

Cascades  
Conservation of cascade 
structures 

 £  103,000.00   £                      20,000.00    £123,000.00  

Reinstatement of weir/sluice  £      5,000.00     £    5,000.00  
Reinstatement of culvert  £      4,000.00     £    4,000.00  
Landscaping    £35,000.00   £  35,000.00  

Ice-house  £      8,000.00     £    8,000.00  

Artificial cave  £      5,000.00     £    5,000.00  

Temple  £      5,000.00     £    5,000.00  

Fancy Bridge  £    25,000.00   £                        5,000.00    £  30,000.00  

Grotto  £      8,000.00    £10,000.00   £  18,000.00  

Ornamental Well  £      6,000.00     £    6,000.00  

Estate Walls: Construct gate, 
groundworks and bridge at 
Parkhill 

 £    25,000.00     £  25,000.00  

Interpretation facilities  £    50,000.00     £  50,000.00  

Subtotal   £                      85,000.00    £474,000.00  

Overall contingency @20% of 
capital cost 

  £                      94,800.00       

TOTAL     £568,800.00  
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Table 7.4: Costings for additional works 

Site / cost Conservation Contingency/Risk/Access Landscape Site total 

Estate walls £35,000.00 £7,000.00   £42,000.00 

Restore Fancy Bridge £20,000.00     £20,000.00 

Re-roof grotto £10,000.00     £10,000.00 

Reed beds £45,000.00     £45,000.00 
        £117,000.00 

 
7.96. Also outlined are potential costs for more radical interventions on a number of sites. 

While these add considerably to the budget, they would also add significant value – 
particularly the creation of the reed bed habitat and the re-roofing of the grotto to 
create an evocative and flexible space for interpretation. 

7.97. An outline figure of £50,000 has been allocated for the authoring, design, 
construction and erection of on-site interpretation facilities for Kenmure Hill, 
Parkhill, Courtshaw Hill and, if  deemed appropriate, the Cascades and an off-site 
board/display for the Peel Tower.  This figure should also be sufficient to cover the 
production of a high quality introductory booklet to help orientate visitors and 
effectively guide them around the estate.  This figure is in addition to the £112,000 
identified by the SRANI Interpretive Masterplan (Touchstone et al. 2006) for 
upgrading the interpretation facilities at the Castle Semple Centre, which will be vital 
in providing an effective centrepiece for the estate.   

7.98. An allowance for inflation should be made in the cost plan and in future funding 
applications. This should reflect the likely timescale for implementation. Adjustments 
for inflation can be calculated in detail from Construction indices which are variable. 
A reasonable ‘average’ rate of inflation for this range of work would be in the order 
of 5% - 6%per annum. 
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8. MAINTENANCE PLAN 

INTRODUCTION 
8.1. This section of the Conservation Statement describes in outline the monitoring and 

general maintenance requirements of the built heritage features assessed by this 
study.  These features are all of masonry construction but differ in age, scale, modular 
composition and use. 

8.2. As it is the ambition of SRANI to conserve and stabilise structures as part of this 
project, it is recognised that such work will provide an ideal baseline position from 
which to undertake future routine maintenance and to monitor and address any 
changes in condition.  For the purposes of this document, a 10-year maintenance and 
monitoring period is proposed. 

8.3. As stated above, the Conservation Statement provides recommendations for the 
SRANI partnership. The final decision as to which, if any, of these are ultimately 
implemented rests with the project steering group. The monitoring and maintenance 
options laid out below are therefore contingent on the relevant restoration and 
management schemes being put in place.   

MONITORING AND INSPECTIONS 
8.4. It will be necessary to assess future maintenance and repair requirements through a 

monitoring and inspection process.  This process will be used to identify and evaluate: 

• damage caused by humans (including vandals), animals and machinery; 

• instability in the structures as evidenced by subsidence, leaning, cracking and 
bulging; 

• vegetation encroachment and root penetration; 

• water penetration, erosion and flooding; 

• weathering (including wind, rain, snow and ice damage). 

8.5. Monitoring of the above will firstly require a detailed record of the baseline condition 
which should ideally comprise: 

(i) a dated photographic record of the structures from all elevations and 
including coverage of detailed areas and areas where instability is suspected or 
where repairs have been undertaken; 

(ii) stability monitoring stations referenced to local station points and/or 
Ordnance Survey Grid Coordinates (with levels).  These are discreet devices 
set into the walls (usually at high level above the reach of visitors). 

8.6. Stability monitoring stations may not be necessary on all structures, but are advisable 
on tall, ruinous structures such as the Peel Tower where public safety may be an 
issue. 
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8.7. Using the baseline survey information for reference, the structures should be 
inspected on a regular basis as set out in Table 8.1.  Annual or 6 monthly inspections 
would normally suffice, but in areas prone to vandalism or other types of human/ 
animal damage, it may be necessary to undertake more regular inspections or cursory 
inspection visits to assess the need for a more detailed assessment. 

8.8. The inspection assessment findings should be recorded in a systematic way using a 
pro-forma checklist and a copy of the measured survey drawings to record in the 
field the nature of any changes or damage to the structure.  These should be backed 
up by a dated photographic record.  This record should be concluded by 
recommendations for maintenance and conservation work.  Each report (annual or 
6 monthly) should be lodged in a central file; paper and digital to provide a 
comprehensive record of the built heritage condition throughout the 10-year 
maintenance period. 

8.9. Inspections should be undertaken by individuals with specialist experience of built 
heritage conservation.  This may include: 

• Conservation Architects; 

• Conservation Engineers; 

• Archaeological Contractors; 

• Landscape Architects. 

This experience should specifically include work in masonry conservation and lime 
mortar technologies. 

ROUTINE MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS 
8.10. The above inspections will identify all routine and exceptional maintenance/repair 

requirements and provide recommendations for action.  However, in general terms, 
it is possible to identify the likely scope of maintenance works required routinely for 
the structures within the SRANI study area.  These include: 

(i) cutting back and removal of self-seeded vegetation growth; where larger 
woody plants have taken root, it may be necessary to cut back and treat with 
a systemic herbicide rather than attempt removal; 

(ii) incremental removal of failing cement mortar followed by repointing with lime 
mortar.  This gentle approach avoids damage to the stonework when sound 
cement mortar is forcibly removed, although it may leave an uneven 
appearance; 

(iii) securing wallheads to prevent water and vegetation penetration; 

(iv) resetting localised loose stones; 

(v) securing any gaps in boundaries to prevent livestock/animal damage. 
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EXCEPTIONAL MAINTENANCE/REPAIR REQUIREMENT 
8.11. The need for exceptional maintenance works will only be identified by the inspection 

process and it is, therefore, not possible to determine the nature and scope of this 
work at this time.  It will be necessary to develop a schedule of works or to prepare 
a tender for implementation following the inspection assessments. 

8.12. The schedule of maintenance works and the record of its implementation, together 
with photographs, would also be filed along with the corresponding inspection 
report. 

MAINTENANCE SKILLS & METHOD OF IMPLEMENTATION 
8.13. Maintenance and repair works to the structures should ideally be undertaken by 

building or engineering contractors with specialist experience and skills in 
stonemasonry and lime mortar technologies.  Given the relatively small scale of the 
structures, it may be possible for a local stonemason (or possibly an experienced and 
sensitive builder) to undertake this work.  A local operative could have a number of 
advantages: being potentially more readily available, more cost effective and with 
greater ‘ownership’ of the project.  This may also provide local employment or 
training opportunities. 

8.14. It is possible that most of the maintenance work will be relatively limited and of low 
value.  It may, therefore, be appropriate to establish a term contract with an 
appropriate contractor for a 5 year period (i.e. 2 term contracts over the 10-year 
Maintenance Plan period). 

8.15. A term contract could include rates for a range of maintenance and repair works to 
be applied as required on a time or unit basis. 

Table 8.1 

Subjects Monitoring 
Requirements 

Inspection 
Regularity 

Likely Routine 
Maintenance 

Routine 
Maintenance 
Order of Costs 
per Annum 

Peel Tower ‘Tell-tale’ passive 
structural 
movement gauges 

Inspection of 
remedial works 

Scheduled 
monument 
management 
plan – agree with 
HS 

Every six months, 
and on a 
responsive basis: 
(e.g. severe 
weather events, 
observed incidence 
of vandalism) 

Annual condition 
report 

• Remove any self-
seeded 
vegetation; 

• Check installed 
monitoring 
equipment; 

• Status of 
surrounding 
vegetation – 
particularly on 
areas of buried 
rubble 

£1000 

Cascades Complex 

• Top Cascade 

• Middle 

Passive structural 
movement gauges 
on restored upper 
and middle 

Annual inspection 
and on a 
responsive basis 

• Remove self-
seeded 
vegetation; 

£500 (not including 
Park staff time for 
silt removal) 
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Subjects Monitoring 
Requirements 

Inspection 
Regularity 

Likely Routine 
Maintenance 

Routine 
Maintenance 
Order of Costs 
per Annum 

Cascade 

• Lower 
Cascade 

• Ice House 

• Artificial Cave 

cascades 

Bat surveys for 
cave and ice-house 

Waterway 
maintenance 
(dredging?) 

• Remove excess 
silt from 
fishponds 

• Inspection of 
structural 
integrity 

Kenmure Hill 
Outlook Tower 

Wallhead integrity 

Stonework 
condition 

Integrity of access 
control gate 

Annual • Remove self-
seeded 
vegetation 

• Check pointing 

£250 * 

Deer Dyke Monitor sample 
sections to manage 
decay 

Annual • Remove self 
seeded 
vegetation from 
wall faces 

• Clear choked 
ditch sections 

• Remove 
accumulated 
detritus (litter, 
farm debris) 

£750 * 

Park Hill 

• Grotto 

• Ponds 

Structural integrity 
gauges (if re-
roofed) 

Salt and lime 
deposition from 
cementwork 

Possible bulging 
caused by moisture 
retention 

 

Monitor health and 
quality of water 
plants 

Integrity of 
structural elements 
of watercourse 

Every six months, 
and on a 
responsive basis 
(high traffic area, 
therefore priority 
site) 

 

Annual health-
check of veteran 
trees 

• Remove self-
seeded 
vegetation 

• Check wallhead 
integrity (if not 
reroofed) 
 

• Clear build-up of 
detritus (leaves 
etc) in 
watercourse 

£500 

Estate Walls Drive-by condition 
survey 

Detailed 
monitoring of 
threatened / 
restored sections 

Annual inspection 
of entire circuit 

• Remove any self-
seeded 
vegetation 

• Check integrity 
of copes and 
cope pointing 

£1000 * 
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Subjects Monitoring 
Requirements 

Inspection 
Regularity 

Likely Routine 
Maintenance 

Routine 
Maintenance 
Order of Costs 
per Annum 

• Cutting back 
encroaching 
vegetation 

• Clear and mow 
verges 

• Clear well bowl 
of detritus 

TOTAL £ 4000.00 

* areas in private ownership where SRANI would cover maintenance costs 

If Maintenance and Management Plan is undertaken, routine maintenance costs noted 
above could be expected to fall to SRANI. 

COSTS AND RESOURCES 
8.16. The above table provides an indication of the likely order of routine maintenance 

costs for the built heritage features listed.  This is indicative but based on the 
consultant team’s experience.  Greater cost surety will be gained by more detailed 
examinations of the structures and ultimately by commercial tendering.  The total 
estimated ‘routine maintenance’ cost is in the order of £4000. 

8.17. However, there is considerable potential for negotiation with contractors when 
establishing the terms of work, particularly in relation to the routine structural 
inspections (where all monuments could be inspected as a single piece of work). 
There is also potential for training of Regional Park staff to perform these functions, 
further reducing costs. 

8.18. It is not possible to estimate the value of exceptional maintenance/repair 
requirements at this stage.  This will only be determined after the failure or future 
damage to structures.  In this case, it is recommended that a contingency fund is 
established to cover such unforeseen events.  Ideally, this would be in the region of 
10% of the capital works value, which would be approximately £70,000. 

8.19. In addition to the maintenance costs discussed above, there will be a need for 
management inputs to control and administer the inspection and maintenance 
operations.  This role could be held by staff within the Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park 
or local authorities.  The continuing SRANI might also provide the management 
resources required.  Administration of the 10-year Maintenance Plan would not 
warrant a full-time post.  It would be more cost effective to add these duties to a 
suitable existing position. 
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Condition Reports 

Site Name Peel Tower Site ID 1 
Site Type Tower-house Accessed? Yes 
Description Early 16th century tower-house, constructed for defensive purposes on an islet in Castle Semple Loch (known as Loch Winnoch in 

contemporary accounts) around 1550 by Robert, ‘the Great,’ Lord Sempill.  
Besieged and badly damaged in 1560 during the Wars of Succession and pre-Reformation feuding. 

Condition 
Ruinous 

The tower is in a state of partial collapse. Extensive tree and shrub growth within the wall fabric is causing severe structural and 
aesthetic damage, with only the southern corner of the structure standing relatively unmolested. The northeast wall has collapsed 
completely, and a large area of rubble lies adjacent, showing evidence of stone robbing.  
 
The SW Gunport in area of collapse from wall face, exposing rubble core, NE gunport being forced out of position by tree growth 
in masonry. The interiors of the ports are choked with detritus and litter. The internal arch above the NE port is missing pinning 
and packing stones - which may increase the likelihood of collapse. 
  
The interior of the tower is heavily degraded, although tumble and soil deposits are likely to preserve features in the lower levels. 
Tree growth has dislodged much of the inner face of the SE wall. Although the NW wall is more reduced, the inner face is better 
preserved. 
The internal face of the SE wall survives to a height of five courses above the internal ground surface, with rubble core exposed 
above. However, the upper courses are being forced inwards by tree growth. 
  
There is extensive evidence of misuse of the site, in the form of litter, barbecue remains and indications that rubble has been moved 
to form shelters. 
  
The SW wall is in a dangerous state, with large unstable standing fragments and evidence of relatively recent major collapse (there is 
cement repointing on large fallen fragment) 
  
A number of worked and dressed fragments are visible in rubble deposits, including a putative section of exterior gunport. 

Designations Scheduled Ancient Monument 
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Site Name Calder Bridge Site ID 4 
Site Type Road Bridge Accessed? Yes 
Description A fine late 18th century (1778?) three-arched road bridge over the River Calder.  

3 segmental arches with triangular cut-waters. Droved ashlar, with ashlar buttresses, piers and parapet coping, and bullfaced 
voussoirs. Raised parapet over broader central span, ramped parapet over outer arches. Flat caps to piers flanking arches. Splayed 
abutments with massive octagonal terminal piers. 

Condition 
One word 
assessment 

High voltage electricity cable carried in steel conduit affixed to the upstream (NW) side of the bridge which detracts somewhat 
from its otherwise fine appearance. 
Iron loops set in each of the voussoirs on the downstream arches (three on each arch, although main arch missing keystone loop). 
Function unclear - suspending strainers? (although upstream side would be more obvious location) 
  
Graffiti on both sides of the bridge. Capstone of south-easternmost pier partly displaced. 
 

Designations B-Listed 
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Site Name Castle Semple Railway Bridge Site ID 6 
Site Type Railway Bridge Accessed? Yes 
Description Built 1905, on the 'Kilbirnie Loop' of the Glasgow and South Western Railway. 

  
Single-span castellated bridge [originally] carrying double railway track. Bullfaced snecked rubble with polished dressings,  moulded arch-
ring and rusticated quoins. Tudor arch, flanked by piers which rise through parapet, corbelled and castellated at top; square terminal 
piers. 
 

Condition 
Fair 

Bridge is in reasonable condition, although there are sizable areas where the masonry is spalling. Extensive salt deposition on brick 
intrados – resulting from the use of Portland cement in construction. Potential need to address surface water drainage on the roadway 
to prevent further water ingress to the structure. 
Heavy ivy growth on the SE pier and abutment. Stock handling machinery and fencing installed against the east wall of bridge. New 
galvanised barrier installed (by SUSTRANS) on W approach to bridge for safety. Detracts from the historic nature of the bridge. 

Designations B-Listed 
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Site Name West Lodge and Gates Site ID 7 
Site Type Lodge Houses; Gates; Estate Wall Accessed? Yes – partial 
Description Circa 1800. Gothick archway with screen walls connecting 2 single storey lodges. All castellated. Droved ashlar with ashlar dressings. 

Approached from south west: tall, central Gothick arch with paired, panelled pilasters, frieze, cornice and crenellations above.  
Low pedestrian arches in screen walls. Lodges originally with central doors (altered to windows) with pilastered jambs and cusped 
heads, below finialed ogival mouldings. Quatrefoil above, fluted and pinnacled angle pilasters, mock machicolated and castellated parapet. 
Extensions to lodges, that to south east modern.  
North west lodge extended by 3 bays with Gothick details.  
Corniced square and circular-plan stacks and slate roofs.  
Also 2 Gothick gatepiers to south west. 

Condition 
Good 

(Only observed from cycleway and public road - no access to rear.) 
 
The estate wall runs from the lodges along the southern boundary of the courtyard. Southern circuit is intact and, although uneven in 
places, no copes are missing. The two additional gatepiers are intact, although the southern example has heavy creeper growth. 
Northern circuit of wall appears intact as far as can be seen from the public road (runs between 20th century villas). Appears intact 
from aerial photography until well inside the smallholdings area. 
 

Designations B-Listed 
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Site Name Loch Bridge Site ID 9 
Site Type Road bridge Accessed? Yes 
Description Single segmental-span bridge. Droved ashlar with polished ashlar arch-ring. Parapet and horizontal coping linking outer piers and 

abutments. 

Condition 
Fair 

The Loch Bridge, while structurally sound, is in an aesthetically poor condition. 
A number of ashlar facings have been partly displaced or damaged (although arch is sound) 
Part of the SE abutment approach walling has collapsed and large parts of the masonry are suffering from severe spalling.  Appears to 
have been (badly) rebuilt at some stage with cement mortar and clumsy pointing. At least two copes missing adjacent to the collapsed 
section. 
  
Steel I-beam set into bridge above the keystone on the upstream arch ring, perpendicular to arch spring.  All voussoirs have two pecked 
indentations on their facings on the outside of the arch ring - presumably relating to construction. 
  
Copes secured with iron cramps - many missing on both parapets 
 

Designations B-Listed 
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Site Name Castle Semple Loch, Limekiln Site ID 11 
Site Type Limekiln Accessed? Yes 
Description Ruins of limekiln and rubble dyke, depicted on 1730 Estate survey. 

 
 

Condition 
Ruinous 

Although the dyke is extant and legible as a structure, the remains of the kiln have been largely destroyed and is reduced to a sizeable 
pile of rubble 

Designations  
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Site Name Kenmure Hill ‘Temple’ Site ID 16 
Site Type Folly / Outlook-tower Accessed? Yes 
Description Two-storey octagonal outlook-tower; unroofed. 

Built in a Renaissance style c.1760 
Squared, coursed rubble construction with ashlar dressings and moulded cornice. 
Round-headed arched windows on seven of the eight sides, with a fireplace and chimney breast on the remaining side. Windows reach 
almost the full height of the second storey. Smaller – now blocked – square windows on all sides of lower storey. One upper storey 
window has also been walled up 
 

Condition 
Fair 

Despite being unroofed, the temple is in relatively good condition, and its stonework is largely intact. 
Window openings have been somewhat crudely blocked and cement mortar has been used for this and areas of repair. 
  
Access by stock has churned up the floor of the structure and may cause problems in future by eroding the interior. 
(Anecdotal evidence suggests that a floor surface of some kind was intact until relatively recently) 
 
Some missing stones at wallhead visible from ground level and limited vegetation growth.  
Structural analysis required to determine whether blocking of windows necessary to preserve integrity, or intended as a 
short-term measure. 
 

Designations B-Listed 
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Site Name Fancy Bridge Site ID 20 
Site Type Carriage Bridge Accessed? Yes 
Description Renaissance-style bridge over an unnamed tributary stream of the Black Cart Water. Parapets and cast iron railings now missing.  

Appears to be in relatively poor condition in c.1907 photographs (sale brochure); 
 

Condition 
Poor 

Only the NE pier is standing to its original height - other three truncated at level of the road surface. 
No surviving ironwork in vicinity.  
Rubble distributed on both banks. 
 
Although the arch appears to be structurally sound, little remains of the bridge’s former aesthetic value. The surviving pier is currently 
used as a strainer for the adjacent post-and-wire fence, placing additional strain on the masonry joints. 

Designations B-Listed 
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Site Name East Lodge and Gates Site ID 21 
Site Type Lodge house; gates Accessed? Yes 
Description Site of East Lodge, situated on what was the main carriage drive from Garthland Bridge to Castle Semple House. 

 
No trace visible on the ground 

Condition 
Destroyed 

 

Designations  
 
Site Name Ornamental Well Site ID 23 
Site Type Well Accessed? Yes 
Description Set into rubble-built boundary wall. Ashlar.  

Rectangular opening: moulded pillars with drop shaped caps support simple entablature with moulded cornice and square capping 
stones. Blind pointed arch to rear wall. 

Condition 
Poor 

Well is in poor condition, with missing copes and masonry on both sides of the structure (2m on left, 1m on right) 
Left pillar appears to be slightly out of place, as capital has been dislodged and a void is visible in the rear wall. Missing stonework in 
body of wall to left of well. 
Left cap stone missing. 
 
Large amounts of litter deposited in well basin and lower courses of well and wall waterlogged. (Possibly due to high rainfall at time of 
survey) 

Designations C(S)-Listed 
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Site Name Upper Cascade Site ID 24 
Site Type Ornamental waterfall Accessed? Yes 
Description A terrace wall of stugged ashlar arranged in steep steps, retaining large ornamental fishpond – the uppermost in a series of three ponds 

and cascades forming part of the 18th century designed landscape system 

Condition 
Poor 

The feeder/fishpond is heavily overgrown and partially choked with weed. The weed and altered water level prevents the cascade from 
operating properly in all but very high water levels 
 
The approach walls are heavily overgrown with serious spalling on both sides and limited collapse/slippage on the southern side. 5th 
quoin on the northern side missing. 
Large (choked and non-functioning) cast iron pipe protruding from the 4th and 5th course (from top) of cascade itself. 

Designations B-Listed 
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Site Name Middle Cascade Site ID 25 
Site Type Ornamental waterfall Accessed? Yes 
Description Segmental-arched and beamed bridge at wallhead, terrace wall recessed in ashlar to centre, with bull-faced abutments 

Condition 
Very poor 

Middle pond almost entirely silted, with heavy weed growth and only small remaining channel. 
 
Cascade is in very poor condition and appears to have been subject to modification. 
Walling is heavily disturbed and appears unstable - steel I-section beam spanning west side to stabilise arch (not a recent intervention). 
West side of southern abutment in particularly bad condition as tree growth (and excessive weight from above?) forced quoins out of 
position from basal course to copes) - now bowing dangerously. 
 
Eastern side in rather better condition, although heavy ivy growth obscures stonework on both abutments. Segmental arch and cascade 
intact, although shrub growth will become a problem within a matter of a few years. Well established ivy may have had a serious effect 
on stone surface. 
 
Environments around cascades generally very degraded and poorly managed. Substantial quantities of farm detritus, and poor 
management of trees and watercourse. 

Designations B-Listed 
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Site Name Lower Cascade Site ID 26 
Site Type Ornamental waterfall Accessed? Yes 
Description squared stone and rubble, with sink – now in a state of collapse 

Condition 
Ruinous 

To all intents and purposes, the lower cascade no longer functions and is in a state of collapse. 
The structure has been breached on its southern side and no longer operates as the major route for flow of water. 
Heavy shrub growth obscures much of the structure on its western side, although there appears to be significant collapse. At some 
stage a cement cap/roadway has been added to the top surface. 
 
The eastern wall face and archway survive, although there appears to be a measure of instability 
 

Designations B-Listed 
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Site Name Cave Site ID 27 
Site Type Artificial cave Accessed? Yes 
Description 18th century rock-cut chamber set in slope adjacent to the fishponds and cascades. 

Construction methods not fully determined as inclement weather hampered access 

Condition 
Good 

The cave appears to be in good condition, and is structurally sound and relatively free from damage. Does not appear to have been 
misused recently 

Designations B-Listed 
 
 
Site Name Castle Semple Laundry Site ID 28 
Site Type Laundry Accessed? Yes 
Description Complex of 19th century laundry buildings built on the banks of unnamed tributary of the Black Cart. 

The surviving structures are in such poor condition that their original functions cannot readily be discerned. Rubble walls remain to a 
height of 1.8m, but have been heavily modified as the laundry has been reused for agricultural purposes. 

Condition 
Very poor 

The bulk of the damage to the buildings appears to have occurred during the last 50 years, as the structure appears roofed and intact on 
1950’s RAF aerial photographs 

Designations  
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Site Name Castle Semple Collegiate Church Site ID 30 
Site Type Collegiate church Accessed? Yes 
Description Circa 1504. Rectangular-plan church with debased late Gothic detailing; 4-storey square tower at west gable. Rubble built, with ashlar 

quoins, dressings and 3-sided apse at east end. Door in base of tower; irregularly arranged door and window openings, some altered, to 
north and south walls; paired windows in north wall with perpendicular late Gothic cusped tracery. Stylised cusped heads to apse 
windows. Roofless.  
 
Interior: canopied tomb (circa 1515) of John Lord Sempill and his wife recessed in north wall near east and; flat tomb chest with blind 
arcaded front. Inscription on canopy with frieze above with ogival and foliated decoration. Central raised panel with Semple arms. Likely 
to have had a recumbent sculpture of the deceased knight when built, although no recollection of this can be found 
 

Condition 
Good 

Monument is well maintained and presented, as befits its status as a guardianship monument. 
 
However, the small redundant brick-built structure in the neighbouring field detracts somewhat from the setting and views to the loch. 
 
The various phases of the building are easily legible from its fabric and present and interesting opportunity for interpretation 

Designations A-Listed; Scheduled Ancient Monument; Guardianship Monument 
 



 

SRANI Conservation Statement        November 2008 133 

 
Site Name Ice-house Site ID 34 
Site Type Ice-house Accessed? Yes 
Description Rubble-built 18th century ice-house, cut into slope overlooking cascade ponds. Site was restored in 1980, although brick-lined interior 

appears to be intact and largely original. 
The interior is divided into two chambers: a ground-level chamber accessed by the main entrance and the access hatch in the roof, and; 
a second, deeper chamber off the main chamber used for bulk ice storage. There is a sizeable drop into the storage chamber and, for 
this reason, this area was not inspected. 

Condition 
Good 

As noted above, the structure was restored in 1980, and a substantial quantity of cement mortar appears to have been used in the 
process. Many of the exterior masonry joints have been clumsily pointed and the roof has been capped with cement/concrete. 
 
The roof is overgrown with moss and small plants, and rhododendrons are well established on its west side. Tree root penetration may 
also become an issue, as several large trees are growing in close proximity to the ice-house 

Designations B-Listed 
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Site Name Castle Semple Deer Park Site ID 44 
Site Type Deer dyke Accessed? Yes 
Description Encircling Kenmure Hill, the deer dyke consists of a 2-2.5m deep ditch cut around the southern circuit of the hill. The downslope side 

of the ditch is formed by a (near) vertical drystone retaining wall with an exterior bank standing to around 1.5m high. When in use, this 
is likely to have been surmounted by wooden paling to prevent the herd of ornamental white deer escaping. 
 
Although previously described as a ‘ha-ha’ there appears to be little evidence of the dyke taking the form of this type of landscape 
feature, given the lack of appropriate sight lines. Where the dyke passes close to the main carriage-drive (running parallel to the Black 
Cart) it lacks a substantial external bank, which may contribute to the impression that this feature is a ha-ha. 

Condition 
Varied – fair 

For most of its circuit, the deer dyke remains in relatively good condition, with limited areas of collapse from the retaining wall. At its 
NE terminal, the dyke has been badly damaged by random excavations and dumping of large quantities of debris, including a substantial 
amount of slate, plastic, tyres and what appears to have been a garden shed. 

Designations  
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Site Name Garthland Bridge Site ID 49 
Site Type Road bridge Accessed? Yes 
Description Single span arch, stone built; stone parapet extended as curved approach walling.  Dated 1767. 

Polished ashlar arch-ring with droved ashlar facings.  
Inscribed stones at the centre of both parapets, one bearing the name and date and the other an illegible motif. Both feature embossed 
floral swags and scalloped copes 

Condition 
Good 

Stonework in relatively good condition. 
Extensive incised graffiti on the parapet, particularly on the scalloped cope of the inscribed stones. 
The inscribed stone may read 1797 or 1767 (although bridge is described as being constructed in 1788). 
 
The approach walling abuts the estate wall. 
Abutments have been capped with concrete 

Designations A-Listed 
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Site Name Grotto Site ID 50 
Site Type Grotto Accessed? Yes 
Description Unroofed rectilinear building measuring approximately 7m by 4m transversely and standing around 2.3m high at the wallhead. Rounded 

exterior NW and SW corners. 
Uncoursed rough rubble masonry, deliberately rustic construction. 
 
3m wide doorway on E side, spanned by rough concrete lintel capped with semi-coursed small rubble. 'Window' on W side also has 
concrete lintel/cement finishing 
 
NW and SW corners have semicircular recesses built in. 
There are two openings in the N and S wallheads whose function is not readily apparent. 
 
Part of 18th century designed landscape features, the grotto overlooks an ornamental pond and would have served as a retreat for 
members of the proprietors' family. It is the focal point for Semple Family Society clan gatherings (despite its likely origins as part of the 
Macdowall estate improvements) 

Condition 
Fair 

The grotto is in reasonable condition, although it is partially overgrown. 
Restoration work has been relatively crude - concrete lintels are rather obvious and detract somewhat from the structure. A large 
crack is evident in the entrance lintel, highlighted by mineral deposition from the concrete. 
Appears that the whole structure may have been rebuilt from the ground up some time in the last 50 years. 
 
Plant growth should not be removed as it adds to the character of the grotto - as its original function was as a rustic retreat.  
 
There is some evidence of damage, particularly to the recently installed flagstone 'bench' at the entrance. Extensive mineral deposition 
surrounds areas repointed/consolidated with cement mortar. 
 

Designations  
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Site Name Blackditch Burn, North Weir Site ID 51 
Site Type Weir Accessed? Yes 
Description Simple boulder weir, spanning the Blackditch Burn. 

In a state of partial collapse 

Condition 
Very poor 

This structure is little more than a line of boulders set in the stream bed, many of which have been displaced 

Designations  
 
 
Site Name Blackditch Burn, Middle Weir Site ID 52 
Site Type Weir; sluice (possible) Accessed? Yes 
Description Collapsed remains of a substantial weir at the intersection of the Blackditch Burn and an unnamed drainage channel which sweeps east 

through the Courtshaw Woods. 
 
Appears to have been well constructed with squared and dressed rubble blocks revetting a flagstone orthostat. The purpose of the 
structure is likely to have been to divert water from the Blackditch Burn down the other channel in times of high flow. Given the 
presence of a perforated masonry block, there may have been a sluice at one stage. A length of intact dressed stone walling runs 
upstream from the junction with the drainage channel for a distance of 2m, adjacent to which are a line of long earthfast blocks set in 
the burn (albeit above current water level) which may represent the edges of a spillway. 
The sluice is likely to have been used to control the flow of water down the unnamed channel to the fishpond/cascade complex. 

Condition 
Poor 

Much of the surviving masonry is not in its original position; however the arrangement of the collapse perhaps suggests a structure – 
probably a sluice – spanning the drainage channel from the intact walling to its southern bank. 

Designations  
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Site Name Blackditch Burn, South Weir Site ID 53 
Site Type Weir Accessed? Yes 
Description Southernmost weir in the group on the Blackditch burn, located underneath the modern bridge over the watercourse. 

Constructed from a single length of stone (or possibly concrete) held in place by rubble at either end. This is now braced by a concrete 
railway sleeper.  
 
(Similar sleepers have been used as the abutments for the modern bridge, and a further example is lying on the edge of the stream 
above the weir.) This may suggest that this weir is either modern, or has been reworked at the same time as the bridge was 
constructed. 

Condition 
Fair 

Difficult to determine whether structure is of any antiquity, given that it is largely underwater and that the main part of the weir is 
heavily overgrown with moss. Likely to be modern 

Designations  
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Site Name Courtshaw Wood, Culvert Site ID 56 
Site Type Culvert Accessed? Yes 
Description Culvert containing unnamed watercourse running approximately N-S (160°) through Courtshaw Wood. Situated at the junction of the 

canalised branch from the Blackditch Burn and an unnamed watercourse flowing south from Markethill. 
May have been on the line of a carriage drive, given the length of the structure. 
 
Culvert lies an average of 0.1m below the current ground surface. It is composed of squared rubble block capstones averaging 0.7m by 
0.3m by 0.2m laid perpendicular to the channel and resting on rubble walling up to 0.25m high and the 0.35 thick. 
The structure is c.12m long from junction of channels to the end of the contiguous masonry. Additional 2.5m of side walling surviving 
on the W side of the watercourse 
 
Around 0.1m of water in culvert at the time of recording, although more water flowing over the upper surface of the structure due to 
high rainfall. 

Condition 
Fair 

Very high level of water flow over the upper surface of the culvert, scouring away ground at both sides. (Survey was conducted during 
particularly heavy rainfall) 
 
Some capstones and walling displaced at the S end, and other capstones missing along the length of the culvert (although many, if not all, 
still in the vicinity and could be relatively easily reinstated) 

Designations  
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Site Name Castle Semple Estate Wall Site ID 57 
Site Type Policy wall Accessed? Yes 
Description Snecked rubble estate wall surrounding former Castle Semple Estate, with droved arched coping 

Condition 
 

The condition of the wall varies considerably around the former estate.  
While a detailed inspection of the entire length was not possible, there are numerous areas of concern. 
The condition is generally poor in the northern circuit where it is owned and managed by various smallholders, with a number of 
collapsed sections, missing copes and vegetation growth within the fabric of the wall. New entrances have been driven through, for 
example at Gateside. Condition is good in other areas (e.g. around Warlock Gates). 
 
Section running from the west of Parkhill to Gateside is in relatively good condition, although there are a number of trees growing with 
the wall structure. Where it runs adjacent to Parkhill Woods, there are several areas of partial collapse and missing copes, along with 
the development of informal entrances. 
 
Entire wall should be surveyed (either from a vehicle equipped with warning signals or by coning off sections of road, as there is 
insufficient refuge space between the wall and road in the N and E circuits to examine the structure safely.  
This may be possible with Council support) 

Designations  
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Site Name Barr Castle Site ID 58 
Site Type Castle Accessed? No 
Description Early 16th century tower with the remains of a residential barmkin on it west side.  

The four storey and garret tower is rectilinear in plan with mural stairs in the northwest and southwest corners.  
The wallhead is corbelled and shows evidence of angle bartizans, but the battlements are now almost completely missing. Later 17th 
century entrance on west wall below blocked 1st floor door; roll-moulded architraves and pediment. Variety of window openings above 
ground floor to all elevations; some blocked, and mostly with roll-moulded jambs. 
 
The interior of the castle (not inspected) comprises two barrel-vaulted chambers on the ground floor, with the great hall in the second 
storey and private apartments above. 
 
 

Condition 
Fair 

 
 
 

Designations Scheduled Ancient Monument 
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Site Name Hillside Site ID 59 
Site Type Platform Accessed? Yes 
Description Large, grassed-over platform, approximately 12m square on the crest of hill to the N of Parkhill. 

Function is unclear, although there appears to be a relatively high stone content. 
No buildings are mapped on the site at any date, although what appears to be a rectilinear enclosure formed by trees, named ‘Langlee’ 
appears on the 1730 estate survey in the approximate location of the platform. 
Langlee also depicted as a series of three buildings on Roy’s map 1747-55 

Condition 
Fair 

Essentially just a grassy knoll – no risks as field owned by CMRP and not in cultivation 

Designations  
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Site Name Courtshaw Hill Site ID 60 
Site Type Wall Accessed? Yes 
Description Possible plantation wall partly enclosing the summit of Courtshaw Hill. May also relate to the first deer park, as the Gardeners’ Ledger 

(1776) notes maintenance operations to the dykes to ‘keep the deer in.’ 
Visible from the track through Courtshaw Woods, the wall runs for a distance of at least 55m along a break of slope around the plateau 
on top of Courtshaw Hill.  
 
The wall stands to around 0.4m on its downhill side and measures around 0.5m thick. It is of largely drystone rubble construction, 
although as it is heavily overgrown with moss, the full length was not inspected for later consolidation. It runs into the rhododendron 
maze, where it appears to terminate. 

Condition 
Poor 

Given the prevailing conditions and the density of rhododendron growth, it was not possible to locate and inspect the entire length of 
surviving walling. The surviving and easily accessed section is aligned approximately E-W and is relatively well preserved for at least 50m. 
 
It is possible that this wall originally linked with the surviving wall/banks which enclose the Low Semple fields as they have broadly 
similar dimensions and appearance. 
 
Large quantities of stone were noted in a tree throw pit around 20m SE of the end of the wall, which may indicate the presence of 
other structures or additional walling 

Designations  
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Site Name Elliston Castle Site ID 61 
Site Type Castle Accessed? No 
Description “Elliston Castle is described in the New Statistical Account NSA as measuring 42ft by 33ft overall, the end walls are 8ft to 9ft thick, 

while the side walls are about 6 1/2ft thick. In the E and W walls there is an opening opposite each other, and arched over the top, 
which may have been doors, but which from their elevation in the walls, appear like large windows (? a reference to entrances in the 
first floor). It was the residence of the Sempill family before 1500, and though it must have been built before the use of gunpowder, 
when repairs were made in later time, gun-ports were found in the walls (NSA 1845). In 1836, the walls were 20ft to 30ft high, but in 
1856, only the N and S walls stood to that height, and were in a very ruinous condition. Other walls, including those which local 
informants state formed a courtyard, were scarcely any height above the ground.” (taken from NMRS in lieu of access to site) 
 
The ruins are now in a private garden; there are substantial remains of a rectangular tower of roughly coursed masonry with traces of 
internal vaulting, and of the dimensions given in the NSA. The curtain wall has been built up as part of the ornamental garden. The castle 
appears to have followed a typical Renfrewshire form of a rectangular walled courtyard or 'bailey' with a 15th century type of tower. 

Condition 
Poor 

 

Designations  
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Site Name Peel Tower Site Type Tower-house ID  1 
Overall Significance National Quality Medium Preservation Very poor Rarity Common 

Locally 
characteristic? 

Yes 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

High 

Cultural 
Associations 

Important historical links with the Sempill family (particularly Robert, ‘the Great’ 
Lord Sempill), and with nationally significant historic events. 

Designation? SAM 
Statement of 
Significance 

The fact that the Peel Tower is a Scheduled Ancient Monument automatically confers national significance. 
The importance of this site relates more to its historical associations than its somewhat diminished architectural 
quality. 
The site of the tower is unusual and adds an extra degree of importance to the site. There is the potential – although 
this remains unverified – that the islet upon which the tower is constructed may be artificial and of prehistoric origins. 
(This could not be confirmed without underwater investigation). 
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Site Name Calder Bridge Site Type Road Bridge ID  4 
Overall Significance Regional Quality High Preservation Good Rarity Common 

Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

High 

Cultural 
Associations 

The Calder Bridge was commissioned in by William Macdowall II to replace the 
wooden bridge that was swept away in 1773 – killing a young lady and her footman. 
 

Designation? B-listed 
Statement of 
Significance 

The bridges in environs of the estate are an important legacy of the Macdowalls’ contribution to the local community, 
both in terms of their functional significance, but also as a material expression of their wealth and influence. 
The Calder Bridge is a particularly fine structure which, although its proportions are unusual, plays an important part in 
the historic character of Lochwinnoch. It also interacts with the wider system of water management on the estate.  
B-Listing conveys Regional significance 

 

Site Name Castle Semple Railway Bridge Site Type Railway Bridge ID  6 
Overall Significance Regional  Quality High Preservation Good Rarity Common 

Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

High 

Cultural 
Associations 

The construction of the ‘Kilbirnie Loop’ railway line in 1905 represents the lowest 
ebb in the fortunes of the Castle Semple Estate. 
Shortage of funds in the Harvey family precipitated the sale of way-leaves for the 
railway less than 100m from the mansion house. 
The architectural merit of the bridge suggests something of a concession to the 
beleaguered landlords’ remaining pride in their property. (The estate was sold 3 
years later) 

Designation? B-Listed 

Statement of 
Significance 

The bridge is an important landmark on the SUSTRANS cycleway and forms the final phase in the compact group of 
historic and designed landscape features around the Collegiate Church. 
B-listing conveys regional significance 
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Site Name West Lodge and Gates Site Type Lodge Houses; Gates; Estate Wall ID  7 
Overall Significance Regional Quality High Preservation Good – 

although 
heavily 
modified 

Rarity Locally rare 

Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

High 

Cultural 
Associations 

The gates form a major part of the 19th century designed landscape system. 
 

Designation? B-Listed 
Statement of 
Significance 

As the only surviving gates and lodges that are easily visible to the public from the project area (can be clearly seen 
from the cycleway), the West Gates acquire additional significance. They are also one of the few surviving features 
which are clearly 19th century, and add to the time-depth apparent on the estate. 
B-Listing conveys regional significance. 
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Site Name Loch Bridge Site Type Road Bridge ID  9 
Overall Significance Regional Quality Medium Preservation Good Rarity Common 

Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

High 

Cultural 
Associations 

Built in 1778, the Loch Bridge is an important part of the wider water management 
infrastructure on the Castle Semple Estate. 
It crosses the original Barr Loch drainage canal created in 1774. 

Designation? B-Listed 
Statement of 
Significance 

The bridges in environs of the estate are an important legacy of the Macdowalls’ contribution to the local community, 
both in terms of their functional significance, but also as a material expression of their wealth and influence. 
With the Calder Bridge, the Loch Bridge adds considerable historic interest to the road approach to both 
Lochwinnoch village and the Castle Semple Centre. 

 

Site Name Castle Semple Loch, Limekiln Site Type Limekiln ID  11 
Overall Significance Local Quality Low Preservation Very poor Rarity Common 

Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

Low 

Cultural 
Associations 

The limekiln is associated with the 1774 drainage of Castle Semple Loch.  
The undated (Ainslie?) estate plan shows one of the cross-dykes (remains extant) 
dividing the drained loch bed running adjacent to the site, and is annotated ‘Limekiln 
cross dyke.’ 

Designation? - 
Statement of 
Significance 

While the site has been largely destroyed, it does have some significance in relation to its quintessentially 
‘Improvement’ character. 
The site is likely to be illegible to the non-specialist visitor, limiting the potential to convey this information to the 
public 
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Site Name Kenmure Hill ‘Temple’ Site Type Outlook-tower / folly ID  16 
Overall Significance Regional Quality High Preservation Good Rarity Locally rare 

Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

High 

Cultural 
Associations 

The ‘Temple’ is a key part of the 18th century designed landscape system constructed 
by the Macdowall family. 
Follies are generally later 18th century/early 19th century in date and relate to the 
development of the Romantic movement as a reaction to the rationalism of the 
Enlightenment. However, the Kenmure Temple also served as a viewing point for the 
estate and deer park, and appears to have been furnished with an upper floor, 
fireplace and windows on all sides. 
 
The monument embodies Macdowall’s engagement with the cultural – as well as 
economic – fashions of the day. It is both public statement and private retreat, 
affording excellent views of the policies while being a highly visible and ostentatious 
expression of wealth (in that it is almost entirely without utilitarian function).  

Designation? B-Listed 

Statement of 
Significance 

The Temple is the ‘ambassador’ site for the whole estate, being the first monument visible from the main road (A737) 
on the approach to Lochwinnoch from the north. It is an eye-catching and enigmatic structure which, although ruined, 
conveys the status and significance of the wider estate. 
It is central to the 18th century ‘landscape of leisure’ constructed in the policies and, as an excellent viewpoint, presents 
major opportunities to interpret the historic sites and landscapes of the estate. 
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Site Name Fancy Bridge Site Type Carriage Bridge ID  20 
Overall Significance Regional  Quality High Preservation Poor Rarity Regionally 

rare 
Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

High 

Cultural 
Associations 

The bridge forms part of what was the principal axis of the designed landscape – the 
main carriage-drive from Garthland Bridge (site of the East Gates) to Castle Semple 
House, and beyond to the West Gates. 
It is an interesting stylistic addition to the estate as its Renaissance/baroque 
flourishes (although largely denuded) stand in contrast to the clean Neoclassicism of 
the surviving elements of the main house and the ‘Temple’ Designation? - 

Statement of 
Significance 

It is an interesting stylistic addition to the estate as its Renaissance/baroque flourishes (although largely denuded) stand 
in contrast to the clean Neoclassicism of the surviving elements of the main house and the ‘Temple’ 
The significance of the bridge is limited by its very poor condition and lack of surviving ironwork. However, it does 
have value as a ‘romantic ruin,’ of which the estate’s historical proprietors’ would certainly have approved. 

 

Site Name Ornamental Well Site Type Well ID  23 
Overall Significance Local Quality Medium Preservation Poor Rarity Locally rare 

Locally 
characteristic? 

Yes – several 
wells on 
estate 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

Medium 

Cultural 
Associations 

Listing document refers to inscribed date of 1815, which suggests the well relates to 
the Harvey estate improvements of the 19th century. 

Designation? C(S)-Listed 
Statement of 
Significance 

The ornamental well forms an integral part of the estate wall and, although in poor condition, makes a valuable 
contribution to the character of the northern estate boundary. 
However, the site cannot be safely accessed by the public due to its proximity to the public road, reducing its potential 
for presentation. 
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Site Name Upper Cascade Site Type Ornamental waterfall ID  24 
Overall Significance Regional Quality Medium Preservation Poor Rarity Regionally 

rare 
Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

High 

Cultural 
Associations 

The series of fishponds and cascades, with other features in the vicinity, form 
perhaps the most interesting part of the surviving designed landscapes. 
Constructed and augmented by successive Macdowalls, the cascades are an 
interesting ornamental expression of the wider significance of water management on 
the estate. 

Designation? B-Listed 
Statement of 
Significance 

As the best preserved and most legible of the three cascade structures, the Upper Cascade is very significant within the 
wider designed landscape system. 
As with the majority of sites on the estate, its real value lies in its articulation with surrounding sites and monuments in 
creating a unified, romantic vision of nature for the enjoyment of the 18th century gentry. 

 

Site Name Middle Cascade Site Type Ornamental waterfall ID  25 
Overall Significance Regional Quality Medium Preservation Poor Rarity Regionally 

rare 
Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

High 

Cultural 
Associations 

The Middle cascade is contemporaneous with the others in the system, and relates 
to 18th century landscape design and management. 

Designation? B-Listed 
Statement of 
Significance 

As noted above, the significance of the cascade system lies in its whole, rather than with individual components. 
Although the site itself is in poor condition, it is still an important part of the pond/cascade system and provides a vital 
focal point for the wider designed landscape. 
The value of the cascade itself is now largely scenic, as its architectural integrity has been severely compromised. 
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Site Name Lower Cascade Site Type Ornamental waterfall ID  26 
Overall Significance Regional Quality Medium Preservation Very poor Rarity Regionally 

rate 
Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

High 

Cultural 
Associations 

The Lower Cascade is the final component of the 18th century pond system laid out 
for the Macdowall family. 
 
Although the precise location is unknown, Day Hort Macdowall – William Macdowall 
III’s younger brother – drowned himself in one of the fishponds following his failure 
to meet repayments for his re-purchase of the estate from the receiver (after his 
brother’s bankruptcy) in 1809. 

Designation? B-Listed 

Statement of 
Significance 

Individually, the monument’s significance lies in its scenic rather than functional or architectural value. Although it is 
derelict and largely collapsed, the Lower Cascade makes an important contribution to the picturesque quality of the 
cascade system – which is entirely in keeping with the vision behind its construction. 

 

Site Name Cave Site Type Artificial cave ID  27 
Overall Significance Regional Quality Medium Preservation Good Rarity Rare 

Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

High 

Cultural 
Associations 

The artificial cave is an integral part of the 18th century designed landscape system. 

Designation? B-Listed 
Statement of 
Significance 

Artificial caves are a relatively infrequent part of the 18th century landscape design palette. It belongs to the wider 
tradition of picturesque rustic grottoes and retreats, other examples of which survive on the estate. 
The site is unusual, but again its value is considerably enhanced by its interaction with other monuments in the vicinity 
(it is directly adjacent to the fishponds, cascades and ice-house). 
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Site Name Castle Semple Laundry Site Type Laundry ID  28 
Overall Significance Local Quality Low Preservation Very poor Rarity Locally rare 

Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

Low 

Cultural 
Associations 

The laundry appears to have been an early 19th century addition to the policies, as it 
is not depicted on Ainslie’s 1796 map of Renfrewshire.  
It would have been important to the day-to-day running of the mansion house, but 
was located at a suitable distance to ensure minimal disturbance to the proprietor. 

Designation? - 
Statement of 
Significance 

The laundry has very little value in its current state. It has been heavily modified and its original form and function are 
not readily apparent from the ruins.  
The structures are not, in themselves, significant in the wider landscape – although they do lie directly on the core path 
network and perhaps demand some form of remediation work. 
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Site Name Castle Semple Collegiate Church Site Type Collegiate Church ID  30 
Overall Significance National Quality High Preservation Good Rarity Nationally 

rare  
(11 scheduled 
examples in 
total) 

Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

High 

Cultural 
Associations 

Built by Lord John Sempill around 1504, and subsequently extended to house his 
tomb in 1515. 
The building is a fine example of vernacular interpretation of late Gothic detailing, 
and the canopied tomb adds considerable human interest – and links to wider British 
history (as John Sempill fell at the battle of Flodden in 1513) 

Designation? SAM; A-
Listed 

Statement of 
Significance 

The monument’s A-Listing and Scheduled Ancient Monument status automatically confer national significance. 
Collegiate churches are a relatively rare type of religious foundation, relating to fundamental changes in Catholic dogma 
in the 15th century – the additional significance conferred on the concept of purgatory by the 1439 Council of Florence. 
They combine an interesting mixture of self-interest and devotion to faith. 
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Site Name Ice-house Site Type Ice-house ID  34 
Overall Significance Regional Quality High Preservation Good 

(partially 
restored) 

Rarity Regionally 
rare 

Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

High 

Cultural 
Associations 

The ice-house is an integral part of the 18th century designed landscape system. It is 
rather more functional than other aspects of the estate and would have provided the 
means to create iced desserts throughout the year for guests of the Macdowall 
family – this was considered to be the height of contemporary sophistication. 

Designation? B-Listed 
Statement of 
Significance 

The ice-house is an important part of the wider designed landscape system. In itself, its red brick internal structure is 
very well preserved and is an excellent example of its type. Its exterior has been subject to limited restoration work, 
although the use of cement mortar is inappropriate on both historical and conservation grounds. 
Its rarity and B-Listing convey regional significance 
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Site Name Castle Semple Deer Park Site Type Deer dyke ID  44 
Overall Significance Regional Quality Medium Preservation Varied Rarity Regionally 

rare 
Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

Medium 

Cultural 
Associations 

The deer park is an 18th century creation, designed to hold the estate’s herd of 
ornamental white deer. 
It is an important part of the designed landscape system, particularly in relation to 
the ‘Temple’ which was presumably designed for observing the deer. 

Designation? - 
Statement of 
Significance 

While 18th century deer parks are not in themselves overly rare, the deer dyke as a structural type is more commonly 
associated with medieval hunting reserves. Whether the use of this form was a deliberate reference to the medieval 
practice, in an attempt to either add pseudo-historical legitimacy to the Macdowalls or as a Romantic gesture in keeping 
with other such touches, is unclear. It may also simply have been the most appropriate response to the topography and 
the nature of the species. The dyke assumes additional significance for its role in removing a large area of land from 
cultivation, preserving the remains of medieval cultivation and protecting it from intensification of agricultural practices. 
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Site Name Garthland Bridge Site Type Road bridge ID  49 
Overall Significance National Quality High Preservation Good Rarity Type-

common; 
Quality-rare 

Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

High 

Cultural 
Associations 

The bridge was built in 1776, and is named after the Macdowall family’s original seat 
in Galloway. 
 

Designation? A-Listed 
Statement of 
Significance 

Garthland Bridge is a particularly fine example of an 18th century road bridge, and has a number of high quality touches 
– notably the inscribed stones in its parapet. 
As noted above, the bridges constructed on the public highways by the Macdowall family were as much an expression 
of their wealth and status as a fulfilment of their duties as lairds – they are far from the simple utilitarian structures that 
may have been expected. As Garthland Bridge was on the main approach to the estate from the East, a quality 
structure would have been an important factor in impressing visitors arriving from Glasgow. 
The bridge’s A-listing conveys national significance 
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Site Name Grotto Site Type Grotto ID  50 
Overall Significance Local Quality Medium Preservation Average – 

restored 
Rarity Locally rare 

Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

High 

Cultural 
Associations 

Although the grotto was originally constructed as part of the Macdowall’s 18th 
century landscape improvements, it is used by the Semple Family Association for 
their annual gatherings.  

Designation? - 
Statement of 
Significance 

The grotto appears to have been entirely rebuilt during the last 50 years, and includes some inappropriate details 
(particularly the use of large concrete lintels and cement mortar). 
However, it is central to the character of Parkhill Woods and creates a very picturesque location through its 
relationship with an artificial pond and waterway, and some fine veteran trees. 

 

Site Name Blackditch Burn, North Weir Site Type Weir ID  51 
Overall Significance Local Quality Low Preservation Very poor Rarity Common 

Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

Low 

Cultural 
Associations 

The first in a system of weirs on the Blackditch Burn, the North Weir has little to 
commend it – being little more than an irregular arrangement of boulders in the 
stream bed. 
 
No precise date or function can be ascribed. 

Designation? - 
Statement of 
Significance 

The North Weir is largely insignificant, even when viewed in the general context of water management on the estate. 
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Site Name Blackditch Burn, Middle Weir Site Type Weir; sluice (possible) ID  52 
Overall Significance Local Quality Medium Preservation Poor Rarity Common 

Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

Medium 

Cultural 
Associations 

The Middle Weir (and possible sluice) lies on the junction of the Blackditch Burn and 
an unnamed artificial watercourse which flows through Courtshaw Wood (via the 
culvert – site 56 – ultimately feeding the header pond for the cascades and fishponds. 
 

Designation? - 
Statement of 
Significance 

While the weir is not overly impressive in its own right, it has significance in the context of the water management 
practices on the estate for both economic and aesthetic purposes.  
If a sluice was indeed present at the mouth of the unnamed watercourse, it is likely that flow through the cascades and 
ponds could be reduced or stopped for maintenance or to create particular conditions. This is particularly significant in 
light of the need to produce ice to supply the ice-house – as standing water would be more likely to freeze.  

 

 

Site Name Blackditch Burn, South Weir Site Type Weir ID  53 
Overall Significance Local Quality Low Preservation Average Rarity Common 

Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

Low 

Cultural 
Associations 

It is likely that the south weir is either modern, or a modern alteration of an original 
structure. 

Designation? - 
Statement of 
Significance 

The south weir is largely without merit 
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Site Name Courtshaw Wood, Culvert Site Type Culvert ID  56 
Overall Significance Local Quality Medium Preservation Average Rarity Locally rare 

Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

Medium 

Cultural 
Associations 

The culvert appears to lie on axis of the main carriage-drive through Courtshaw and 
Parkhill Woods (now referred to as ‘central track’). 
It is therefore likely to date to the 18th century and relate to the development of the 
designed landscape.  

Designation? - 
Statement of 
Significance 

The culvert forms an interesting part of the water management regime on the estate, and illustrates the lengths to 
which the proprietors went to enhance the character of the policy woodlands.  

 

Site Name Castle Semple Estate Wall Site Type Policy Wall ID  57 
Overall Significance Local Quality High Preservation Varies Rarity Common 

Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

Varies: High 
– Medium 

Cultural 
Associations 

The estate wall is a key component of the designed landscape, marking the physical 
boundaries of the estate in an emphatic and impressive fashion. 

Designation? - 
Statement of 
Significance 

Policy walls are a key part of any designed landscape, demarcating the extent of the historical extent and providing a 
physical and symbolic barrier to visitors and local people alike.  
The wall is often far higher than is necessary from a functional perspective (notably to the north of Parkhill) and is 
designed to be a physically and visually impenetrable barrier, emphasising the power and status of the estate 
proprietors.  
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Site Name Barr Castle Site Type Castle ID  58 
Overall Significance National Quality High Preservation Good Rarity Common 

Locally 
characteristic? 

Yes 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

High 

Cultural 
Associations 

The first Barr Castle was built by the Glen family in the 15th century, but passed to 
the Hamiltons of Ferguslie in the late 16th century. The surviving square tower is 
most likely of early 16th century date. 
The Barr Estate was purchased by James Adam in 1813, and it was he who carried 
out the surviving drainage works surrounding Barr and Castle Semple Lochs. This 
estate was subsequently purchased by another William Macdowall – the nephew of 
the 3rd and final Wm. Macdowall of Castle Semple – who renamed it Garthland after 
the lost family seat in Galloway. 

Designation? SAM; B-
Listed 

Statement of 
Significance 

Scheduled Ancient Monument status confers national significance.  
Barr Castle is a particularly fine square tower which, although relatively modest in scale, incorporates an unusual 
degree of complexity. 

 

Site Name Hillside Site Type Platform ID  59 
Overall Significance ?Local Quality Low Preservation Average Rarity ? 

Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

Low 

Cultural 
Associations 

The precise function of the levelled platform at Hillside cannot be established 
without invasive investigations. However, the enclosure depicted on the 1730 estate 
survey offers a tantalising glimpse of its origins. The buildings shown on Roy’s map 
suggest that this was a group of farm buildings. 

Designation? - 
Statement of 
Significance 

Without additional investigation, the significance of this site cannot be accurately assessed. However, it currently makes 
little contribution to the character of the historic environment of the Castle Semple Estate. 
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Site Name Courtshaw Hill Site Type Wall ID  60 
Overall Significance Local Quality Medium Preservation Average-

poor 
Rarity Common 

Locally 
characteristic? 

No 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

Medium 

Cultural 
Associations 

The possible association of the wall with the first deer park is an interesting 
possibility.  
Whether the wall is a plantation bank or deer dyke, it relates to 18th century 
landscape design and management. 

Designation? - 
Statement of 
Significance 

The wall enclosing the summit of Courtshaw Hill has value as an early part of the designed landscape. 

 

Site Name Elliston Castle Site Type Castle ID  61 
Overall Significance Regional Quality Medium Preservation Poor Rarity Common 

Locally 
characteristic? 

Yes 

Contribution 
to historic 
character 

Medium – 
not readily 
visible 

Cultural 
Associations 

Elliston Castle was the original Renfrewshire seat of the Sempill family, following 
their award of lands from the forfeited Balliol estates after the second War of 
Independence. 
It was from here that John Sempill moved the family seat to Castle Semple in 1503. 

Designation? - 
Statement of 
Significance 

Elliston Castle is a typical of 15th century castellated architecture in Renfrewshire, following the standard form of a 
square tower and walled ‘bailey.’  
The Sempill connection conveys additional importance to what is a fairly commonplace site (given that Renfrewshire 
has the highest density of tower-houses and castles of this date in Scotland). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 3 

 

References 

 





 

SRANI Conservation Statement  November 2008 167 

Abercrombie, P and Matthew, R. 1946 Clyde Valley Regional Plan 1946 Edinburgh: HMSO 

Annan, T. 1829-1887 Photograph of Castle Semple House 

Bhatia, Z. 1999 RSPB Lochwinnoch Nature Services Management Plan, RSPB 

Blaeu, J. 1654 Atlas Novus, Volume 5 (Atlas of Scotland) 

Board of Agriculture, 1812 General View of the Agriculture of Renfrewshire  

Clarke, S. 1993 ‘Messing about with water: Loch management at Lochwinnoch, 
Renfrewshire,’ Scottish Local History, 28: June 1993, 25-30 

Crawfurd, G. & Semple, W. 1782 History of the Shire of Renfrew 71-3 

Devine, T.M. 2003 Scotland’s Empire 1600-1815 London: Penguin 

Forestry Commission Scotland 2008 Scotland’s Woodlands and the Historic Environment 

Graham, E.J. and Mowat, S. 2003 ‘The Slaving Voyage of the Hanover of Port Glasgow 
1719-1720,’ History Scotland, September/October 2003 

Groome, F.H. (Spathaky, M. Ed) 1882 Ordnance Gazetteer of Scotland Facsimile edition, 
published online at http://www.gazetteerofscotland.org.uk/  

HMSO, 1916 Sailors and Soldiers (Gifts for Land Settlement) Act 1916,  

HMSO, 1916 Smallholding Colonies Act 1916, 

HMSO, 1919 Land Settlement (Scotland) Act 1919, 

Hunter, C. 1983 The Life and Letters of Alexander Wilson Derby, PA: Diane Publishing  

Land Use Consultants, 2008 Feasibility study for the Barr Loch Project, Lochwinnoch – Final 
Report unpublished report prepared for RSPB Scotland by LUC 

Nisbet, S. 1999 ‘An 18th century Innovation, Meikle Corseford Limestone Quarries,’ 
Renfrewshire Local History Forum Journal, Vol. 10, 

Nisbet, S. 2003 ‘Early drainage of Castle Semple Loch,’ Renfrewshire Local History Forum 
Journal, Vol. 12 

Nisbet, S. 2005 ‘John Watt – an early Scottish land surveyor,’ National Library of Scotland 
‘Cairt,’ June 2005 

Nisbet, S. 2007 ‘A sufficient stock of negroes – the secret life of William McDowall of 
Castle Semple,’ Renfrewshire Local History Forum Journal, Vol. 14 

Officer, L.H. ‘Purchasing Power of British Pounds from 1264 to 2007,’ 
www.measuringworth.com 2008. 

Ordnance Survey 1861 First Edition of the Ordnance Survey Map, Renfrewshire, Sheet XI 
surveyed 1857 



 

SRANI Conservation Statement  November 2008 168 

Pont, T. c. 1580 Map of the Baronee of Renfrew 

Ramsay, P.A. & Lizar, W.H. 1839 Views in Renfrewshire with descriptive notices by Philip A. 
Ramsay  Glasgow: Thomas Murray 

Roy, W. 1747-1755 Military Maps of Scotland 

Scottish Natural Heritage 2000 Castle Semple and Barr Lochs SSSI Management Statement 
published online at 
gateway.snh.gov.uk/pls/portal/Sitelink.Show_Site_Document?p_pa_code=346&p_Doc_Type_ID=3  

Touchstone Heritage Management Consultants, Aaron Lawton Associates and 
Jo Scott 2006 South Renfrewshire Access Network Initiative interpretive masterplan, unpublished 
report to Renfrewshire Council. 

 



 

SRANI Conservation Statement  November 2008 169 

ARCHIVE SOURCES 

Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland:  

Royal Air Force aerial photography collection: 

RAF 106G/UK/1027 26 NOV 45 F20, Frames 4235-4239 
RAF 106G/UK/1027 26 NOV 45 F20 Frames 4235-4239;  
RAF 106G/UK/1027 26 NOV 45 F20 Frames 4192-4198;  
RAF 106G/UK/1027 26 NOV 45 F20 Frames 3190-3196 
 

Ordnance Survey aerial photography collection: 

OS.64.240.4200 (1:7500) 11 OCT 1964 Frames 046-055 

 

Scottish Development Department ‘All Scotland’ Survey 1988 Collection: 

ASS/513/88/026-028 (SDD 1988) 1:24000 

 

National Archives of Scotland: 

Boswell of Auchinleck Papers GD1/1278/2 

Exchequer Records: Exchequer Records: Exchequer Office (Scotland): Scottish Office Files 
Agriculture (Land Settlement) Files, Castle Semple, Renfrewshire  E824/546 

Judicial Papers, 1371-1887 Documents (6) in action of molestation and declarator by feuars 
on south side of Lochwinnoch [Renfrewshire] against Col. William McDoual [McDowall] of 
Castlesemple [Castle Semple] anent his draining and ditching at said loch in alleged 
contravention of their rights of servitude over it; including (No.6) notes on the action, 
possibly in hand of Lord Grange GD124/6/221 

McDouall of Garthland Ledger containing notes of work done by the gardeners lads and 
labourers GD237/12/49 

Register House Plans 

RHP3609   1-2. Plan (2 copies) of the estate of Castle Semple. 3. Table of Contents. 1808 

RHP5322   Ordnance Survey 6 inch plan (Renfrewshire, Sheet XI), marked to show lands and proposed lines 
of railway north of Castle Semple Loch 

[19th 
century] 

RHP5342   Plan of a new vegetable, fruit and flower garden at Castle Semple 1824 

RHP5343   Plan of lawn in front of Castle Semple [1824] 

RHP120706‐
120707  

Hand coloured tracings showing elevations, plans and sections of bridge as originally designed 
and as altered over Castle Semple Avenue. Lochwirnoch on Dalry & North Johnstone Railway. 
(Glasgow & South Western Railway) 

1897 

RHP19573   Plan of Castle Semple. 1808 

 



 

SRANI Conservation Statement  November 2008 170 

 

 

 

 


	A4_LUC_GLA_ReportCover_081112.pdf
	spacer page.pdf
	FINAL.pdf

